
                                
 
 
 
May 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Potential Candidate 
 
Avening and Cherington 
 
Thank you so much for making enquiries about this vacancy – I hope you find the enclosed 
documents helpful in considering your application.  
 
The benefice of Avening and Cherington, population c 1350, has had something of an unsettled time 
over the last three years or so since the retirement of the previous Incumbent. It had at one stage 
been linked in a collaborative partnership with a neighboring benefice but this arrangement has since 
lapsed and reverted to having a House for Duty Priest in Charge.  
 
Both parishes are in need of a priest who has a pastoral heart and yet a mission focus, who is able to 
nurture and build confidence within the church communities. My sense is that they are in particular 
need of someone who can act as a ‘bridge builder’, developing relationships on several fronts – not 
only within the church communities themselves but particularly between the churches and the wider 
communities they serve (including crucially the school and the many young families at Avening), and 
also with the wider church in the deanery and neighbouring benefices. The parishes are looking for 
someone who will be a ‘people person’ and engage well with the local community, leading the 
Christian community clearly but sensitively in their discipleship of Christ and their mission focus. 
 
There is a Reader and committed wardens and lay leaders. They are ready to move forward 
positively. Avening with its active village school, offers a good centre to this ministry, Cherington is a 
much smaller village with some outlying houses and has a good community spirit. 
 
This is also an exciting time for us as a Diocese. We are in the early stages of implementing our new 
vision process, which will help us focus our energies in sharing the life that is to be found in Jesus 
Christ more effectively through all our parishes, chaplaincies, schools and fresh expressions. This will 
be underpinned by the supportive networks of clergy and laity that already exist across the Diocese 
crossing theological and ecclesiological boundaries and ensuring a good sense of common partnership 
in our ministry. You can find more details on the diocesan website. 
 

Cont/d …. 
 
 

The Venerable Phil Andrew 
Archdeacon of Cheltenham 

Archdeacons’ Office 
2 College Green, Gloucester, GL1 2LR 

archdchelt@glosdioc.org.uk 
Mobile: 07498 052045 

Tel: 01452 835594 
 



2. 
 
 
This is a post that would suit a priest looking for sole charge part time ministry, expected to be 
usually Sunday morning plus two days per week. There is a good modern, four bedroom Vicarage in 
Avening, a particularly beautiful part of the country. 
 
For an informal conversation about this post please feel free to contact me at your convenience 
on either of the above numbers.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Venerable Phil Andrew 
Archdeacon of Cheltenham 
 


