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Welcome and Update  

Welcome to the May edition of the DEN which includes useful  information related to the 

new Locally Agreed Syllabus training events offered by SACRE via RE Today, taking place 

in May and June, as well as some excellent training on Understanding Bereavement in 

October run by ourselves and Winston's Wish experts taking place in October. 

  
In addition to these exciting and helpful events, we also have some sad news.  Shahne 

Vickery, our wonderful Strategic Lead for Christian Distinctiveness, will be retiring on 4 

October this year after many years working in the Diocese of Gloucester. Her creative 

talent and inspirational energy will be hugely missed. She is the author of many 

enormously popular publications for schools which are well used in our Diocese and 

beyond. Her advice and experience is well received and appreciated in our schools and also 

by the staff here at College Green too. She will be missed – things just won’t be quite the 

same without her.  With huge thanks to Shahne for all the support, wisdom and expertise 

that she has offered tirelessly in her 16 years committed service. She will be missed! 

 

You may be aware that our Diocesan logo has changed and we are no longer using the 

'Journeying Together' image. Please click here: http://www.gloucester.anglican.org/parish-

resources/communications/branding/ for the new logo. 
Rachel Howie 
Director of Education 
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Facing Bereavement in a Primary School 

Training 

 
16 October 2017   

10am - 4pm 

Venue: St Andrew's Church, Churchdown, Gloucester. 
   

Bereavement is an inevitable part of primary school life and being prepared and resourced 

to deal with the impact of the death of a child is essential for leaders and staff in Church 

schools. 
   

This course, jointly led by the Education Department and Ministry Department in the 

Diocese of Gloucester and in partnership with Winston's Wish, will provide insight into how 

children grieve and what support adults can offer. The day will also include input from 

serving heads and clergy who have recently experienced the death of a pupil as well as a 

recommendation from Shahne Vickery of helpful materials and children's books available to 

borrow from the Resource Centre. 
 

 

 

 

SACRE Curriculum Training  

12 June 2017   
To book, please email: admin@retoday.org.ukor call 0121 458 3313 

 

Gloucestershire SACRE are offering a selection of launch days for the new syllabus, which 

we feel it is vital that our C of E schools attend.  

 

The syllabus itself will be statutory and it is essential  that an RE representative from every 

school should attend this training. 

 

Gloucestershire SACRE (which is a Local Authority body and not a diocesan body), will be 

launching the new agreed RE syllabus for Gloucestershire in May. 
  

 

 

RE Hub Leaders and Understanding 

Christianity Support 

mailto:admin@retoday.org.uk


  
We have been delighted with the positive response from teaching colleagues and clergy to 

the new RE resource ‘Understanding Christianity’ and are looking forward to seeing how 

this will dovetail with the new Gloucestershire Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education 

which is due to be launched this Spring. For further details of the launch days please see 

above.  

 

If you have any questions or require any further support with ‘Understanding Christianity’, 

please feel free to contact Debbie Helme dhelme@glosdioc.org.uk or any of our new RE 

Hub Leaders. These are teachers from across our diocese who have considerable 

experience and skill in RE and are willing to support local teaching colleagues either 

through responding to email queries, hosting regional informal hub meetings or by 

modelling lessons for colleagues. 

   

RE Hub Meeting Dates: 

  
These will be informal meetings around the Diocese to meet up, share ideas and explore 

Understanding Christianity and the new syllabus together. These dates are subject to 

change, so please book a place with the appropriate hub leader. 

 

Cheltenham: Holy Trinity C of E Primary School with Lynda Britton 

Thursday 22 June 3.45pm dhelme@glosdioc.org.uk 

 

Cheltenham: St James C of E School with Caryn Smith 

Wednesday 28 June 3.45pm  csmith@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk 

 

Cirencester/Stroud:  Powells C of E School with Sue Hudson & Lucie Mitchell 

Thursday 29 June at 4pm  seniorteacher@bisleybluecoat.gloucs.sch.uk 

 

Cotswolds: St David’s C of  E Primary with Karen Harding 

Tuesday 27 June 3.45pm KHarding@st-davids.gloucs.sch.uk 

 

Forest of Dean: St Briavel's C of E Primary with Robyn Howells & Bernie Kilty 

Monday 3 July 3.45pm    bkilty@st-briavels.gloucs.sch.uk 
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Gloucester: Barnwood C of E Primary with Julia Matson & Rachel Millard 

Thursday 6 July at 4pm head@barnwood.gloucs.sch.uk 

 

South Cotswolds: St Mary's C of E Primary School Thornbury with Graham Pike 

Thursday 22 June at 4pm. graham.pike1@sgmail.org.uk 

 

South Gloucestershire: (Looking at the new South Gloucestershire Syllabus) St Andrew's C 

of E Primay, Cromhall with Debbie Helme  

Monday 3 July at 4pm dhelme@glosdioc.org.uk  

 

Tewksbury/North Gloucester: Hartpury C of E Primary School with Rosie Marks & David 

Scorer 

Tuesday 4 July 4pm  rmarks@hartpury.gloucs.sch.uk / Scorerdr@aol.com  

 

Please visit our website for further information about our RE Hub Leaders: 

http://www.gloucester.anglican.org/education/re-hubs/ 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary   
SACRE Curriculum Training Days: 

  
18 May 2017 and 12 June 2017. 

To book, please email:  admin@retoday.org.uk  or call 0121 458 3313 

 
Facing Bereavement In Primary Schools: 

 
16 October 2017, 10:00 am - 4:00pm.   

To book, please email: education@glosdioc.org.uk  
  

 

 

mailto:head@barnwood.gloucs.sch.uk
mailto:graham.pike1@sgmail.org.uk
mailto:dhelme@glosdioc.org.uk 
mailto:rmarks@hartpury.gloucs.sch.uk
mailto:Scorerdr@aol.com 
http://anglican.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13dbff5c7cab1bb6345d5f3b2&id=a4d033052b&e=b1962f31f1
mailto: admin@retoday.org.uk  
mailto:education@glosdioc.org.uk 


 

 

  

Resource Centre Update 

  
Just a reminder that last term's RE resources and values boxes need to be returned to the 

Resource Centre as soon as possible, so that they are available for others to borrow. 

 

If you would like to borrow resources for the summer term, these can be collected at the 

same time (subject to availability).  If you use Values Boxes, just send us an email 

at: resourcecentre@glosdioc.org.uk to let us know which values you would like next.  

 

For RE resources, you are welcome to come and browse the shelves, or you can pre-book 

resources using our click and collect service. 

 

The Resource Centre is open Monday to Thursday afternoons, 2pm - 5pm, and on Friday 

mornings 9am - 1pm. 

See: http://www.gloucester.anglican.org/parish-resources/resource-centre/  for further 

details.  

   

 

 

Gloucester Cathedral Education Centre  

  
Visit our website to see the range of opportunities that are available for your school: 

http://www.gloucestercatheral.org.uk/schools   

 

For enquiries or bookings contact:  Mrs Sarah Law and Mrs Debbie 

Helme  education@gloucestercathedral.org.uk  01452 521010.   

   

New for September 2017: 
Anglo Saxon Trail: Role play, costumed tour focusing on the Gloucester’s rich 

Anglo  Saxon past. 
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The Great Get Together  

  

 The Great Get Together is an event to mark one year since the murder of Jo Cox MP. It’s 

been organised by the Jo Cox Foundation and various other charities across the UK as a 

chance to celebrate the message Jo Cox shared; that we have more in common than 

divides us. The hope is that it will take on a similar feel to Jubilee street parties, with Get 

Togethers happening across the country. 

 

At CUF (Church Urban Fund), we are taking part in the Great Get Together through 

our  Near Neighbours programme : http://www.cuf.org.uk/near-neighbours   We see it as 

an opportunity to celebrate the diverse communities we have in England, communities 

Near Neighbours has been working to strengthen and bring flourishing to since 2011. 

 

With support from  The  Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin  Welby and Brendan Cox (Jo’s 

husband), Near Neighbours is asking people across the country to host Get Togethers. If 

you could help us promote this throughout your networks we’d very much appreciate that. 

 

We’ve created a series of  school activity ideas: http://www.cuf.org.uk/ggt-school-activity-

ideas that we hope will be helpful.    We see it as an opportunity to celebrate the diverse 

communities we have in England, communities Near Neighbours has been working to 

strengthen and bring flourishing to since 2011. 
With support from  The  Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin  Welby and Brendan Cox (Jo’s 

husband), Near Neighbours is asking people across the country to host Get Togethers. If 

you could help us promote this throughout your networks we’d very much appreciate that. 

 

We’ve created a series of  school activity ideas: http://www.cuf.org.uk/ggt-school-activity-

ideas The Great Get Together is an event to mark one year since the murder of Jo Cox MP. 

It’s been organised by the Jo Cox Foundation and various other charities across the UK as 

a chance to celebrate the message Jo Cox shared; that we have more in common than 

divides us. The hope is that it will take on a similar feel to Jubilee street parties, with Get 

Togethers happening across the country. 

 

At CUF (Church Urban Fund), we are taking part in the Great Get Together through 

our  Near Neighbours programme : http://www.cuf.org.uk/near-neighbours 
If you’d like any more information, do get in touch with Tim at the Church Urban Fund: 

Tim Burton-Jones 
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Fundraising & Communications Officer  

Church Urban Fund 

 Call: 020 7898 1452 

 Email: tim.burton-jones@cuf.org.uk Web: http://cuf.org.uk 
 

 

 

Springs Dance Company 

  
Growing children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development through dance. 

 

Exploring Values Workshops 

Springs Dance Company is offering to schools an engaging programme of workshops which 

explore the current British Values focus for schools. The workshops will examine these 

values through fun, creative, dynamic sessions based on one of three themes; Get Fit Go 

Green, The Magic Paintbrush or The Wemmick Story. 

 

Give young people a voice, stand up against injustice and encourage acceptance, respect 

and tolerance. Springs’ workshops will challenge young people and will help guide the next 

generation. 

 

To book and for more information please contact: 

Springs Dance Company on: 

 touring@springsdancecompany.org.uk or call 07876 752 910 

Website:http://www.springsdancecompany.org.uk  

 

 

 

To contact us, please see our details available 

at: http://www.gloucester.anglican.org/about-us/whos-who/#education 
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of Gloucester. 
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