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Dear Candidate

Rector: The BrookDean Benefice of Drybrook, Lydbrook and Ruardean

Thank you for your interest in this vacancy – I hope you find the accompanying documents helpful in considering your application.

The benefice consists of three parishes each with its own church, with a total population of around 7000, set in the Forest of Dean. There is a growing sense of unity and purpose which they would like to develop further with the leadership of a new Rector. One indicator of this is the request by the PCCs to consider a change of Rectory from Drybrook to Ruardean, with the rationale that the incumbent is then more central to the benefice and giving a greater sense of belonging for all three parishes. The vacancy has been a time of coming together, with a building excitement as they look to the future, wanting to reach more people in their communities and growing both spiritually and numerically. They are committed to the flourishing of children and young people in the benefice and they would like a Rector who will be supportive and encouraging, cherishing this vision. They are also very active in their communities, offering real service to those who are in need and caring for the vulnerable. There is a lot going on here, and for the right person there will be plenty both to enjoy and develop.

There is variety in worship and whoever is appointed will be happy with flexibility and comfortable with this.  They are also ready for some change as long as this is handled sensitively. 
This post is being offered at an exciting point in the life of the Diocese as we implement our new diocesan ‘LIFE’ vision http://www.gloucester.anglican.org/about/vision/  It is expected that the new incumbent will enable the church communities to fully engage with this and will be personally committed to sharing ‘The transforming Gospel of Jesus Christ’, so that people may ‘know life in all its fullness.’ 

There is an excellent relationship with the church school at Ruardean and also with the primary schools at Drybrook, Steam Mills and Woodside with after school clubs and Open the Book teams.

In the diocese of Gloucester we seek to encourage and develop clergy for ministry in rural multi-parish benefices, so there is potential for the placement of a curate here in the future.

The benefice is part of the Forest South deanery. The person appointed will find resources and support within the deanery chapter and synod and will also play a part in those bodies.

The Roles and Responsibilities document will be of particular use in helping you understand this task.

To achieve this we are seeking a priest who is:

· A missional leader, team player and strong pastor, who will enjoy life in these communities and join in

· Excited about ministry in schools, able to connect with children and young people and families 

· A gifted communicator with people of all ages and at different stages of life and faith

· Rooted in prayer, theologically reflective, committed to their own growth as a disciple of Jesus Christ and ready to encourage others in the faith

· Committed to the Diocesan Vision

I hope that having seen the profile you feel encouraged to apply.  If you have any questions or want to know more please do not hesitate to contact the Archdeacon of Gloucester The Venerable Jackie Searle either by email to archdglos@glosdioc.org.uk or telephone 01452 835583.

Applications should be returned to the Archdeacon of Gloucester either by post to The Bishop’s Office, 2 College Green, Gloucester GL1 2LR or by email to archdglos@glosdioc.org.uk by Monday 4th September 2017. Shortlisting takes place on Tuesday 12th September and the interview date is Monday 25th September.
With my prayers and good wishes
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The Right Revd Robert Springett


Bishop of Tewkesbury


Bishop’s Office


2 College Green, Gloucester, GL1 2LR�btewkesbury@glosdioc.org.uk


Mobile: 07952 273544


Tel: 01452 410022 ext 228
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