
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

             
 
A letter to enquirers for the post of Team Rector in West Cheltenham from the Assistant 
Area Dean, Revd Josie Goodwin 
 
Dear Colleague 
 
Thank you for your prayerful consideration of this opportunity to serve within Cheltenham Deanery.  
This is a significant role within the Deanery and an excellent opportunity to develop and lead a new 
pattern of ministry with the very committed socio-
economically diverse part of our town.  
 
Cheltenham is a great place to live and work.  Lying at the edge of the Cotswolds Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, we are surrounded by wonderful countryside.  There is a vibrant 
cultural life in the town, notably through the annual programme of Festivals.  Meanwhile Birmingham 
and Bristol are just an hour away, and situated as we are just off the M5 and with dual carriageway 
access to the M4 there are good road links to many places further afield. 
 
From its origins as a Spa town in the 1700s, Cheltenham flourished as a Victorian town offering 

c.120,000 people many of who work in the civil service 
(notably GCHQ), education, insurance, banking and engineering.   We are also home to two 
campuses of the University of Gloucestershire.   Many professionals commute to Birmingham, 
Bristol and Swindon whilst enjoying the quality of life afforded by Cheltenham.   There is a range of 

grammar schools.  

Cheltenham Parish. 
 
Across the town around 3,400 worship in an Anglican Church each week and a similar number 
attend one of our schools.  Cheltenham has a significant evangelical heritage dating back to the work 
of a previous town centre rector Francis Close, but t
Anglo-Catholic to New Wine congregations.  It is a mixture of team ministries in various stages of 
development, single congregations and pioneer ministries.   There are two parishes under the 
sacramental care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet and we are committed to enabling our mutual 
flourishing. 
 
We have 21 stipendiary clergy, 11 self-supporting clergy and 25 Readers across the deanery.  There 
are also over 50 retired clergy in the town who are generous in their support of ministry and 
mission.  Deanery Chapter is a supportive and friendly gathering and we look forward to what you 
would bring to our fellowship.  Our ecumenical life is focussed around joint mission initiatives such 
as the Prayer for Schools Network, Christian Arts Festival, Food Banks, Street Pastors and debt 
counselling.  We are also working in partnership with the Borough Council and the Diocesan 
Education Department as we respond to new housing developments around the town and the 
opportunities for engagement with new communities. 
 
 



 

 
 
 

I hope this gives you a flavour of community and Church life in the town and adds some context to 

get in touch. 
 

 
 
Revd Josie Goodwin 
Assistant Area Dean and Chaplain to the Cheltenham Ladies  College 
 
 
 
Some web links for further information 
 
Joint core strategy for the Councils of Cheltenham, Gloucester and Tewkesbury:   
http://www.gct-jcs.org/ 
 

 
https://democracy.cheltenham.gov.uk/documents/s21604/2017_03_27_COU_Place_Strategy_Appen
dix.pdf 
 
University of Gloucestershire: 
http://www.glos.ac.uk 
 
Cheltenham Tourism website: 
http://www.visitcheltenham.com/ 
 
Cheltenham Festivals: 
http://www.cheltenhamfestivals.com/ 
 
Local News: 
http://www.gloucestershirelive.co.uk/news/cheltenham-news/ 
 
Cheltenham Town FC: 
https://www.ctfc.com/ 
 
Gloucester Rugby: 
http://www.gloucesterrugby.co.uk 
 
Severn Forum: 
http://www.thesevernforum.org.uk/ 

 


