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Events and training 
More details for all these events 

at www.gloucester.anglican.org/

events/2018-01 

 

Growing Messy Leaders 

Saturday 3 March, 10am to 4pm 

St John’s, Churchdown, GL3 

2DB 

An inspirational, all-age training which 

will energise and empower Messy 

Church teams. It’s a hands-on,  

fast-moving day which combines the 

leadership skills of CPAS and  

experience of the BRF Messy Church 

team to give leaders of all ages the 

opportunity to understand more of 

the practicalities of leading a Messy 

Church, developing a team and  

reflecting on their relationship with 

God. Cost is £10 and lunch is  

provided. To book email 

nkent@glosdioc.org.uk 01452 

835544.  

 

Social media training 

Monday 5 March, 6pm to 7.30pm 

St Lawrence Parish Rooms, 

Barnwood, GL4 3JB 

A session to train congregations,  

clergy and parish teams to feel  

confident in using social media both 

to promote our churches and to 

share stories of individual faith  

journeys. Led by the diocesan  

communications team. Free. To book 

email kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk 01452 

835591. 

 

Disciples at work with LICC 

Saturday 17 March, 10am to 

4pm, St Nicolas’ Church,  

Cheltenham GL50 4PA 
We will be introduced to different 

aspects of making connections  

between people’s Monday 

to Saturday lives and our Sunday 

worship. Cost £10, to book email 

Nkent@glosdioc.org,uk  

 

Children’s Ministry meets World 

Cup Fervour (Terry Williams) 

Saturday 24 March, 12.45pm to 

5pm, Corse and Staunton Village 

Hall, GL19 3RQ 

Best practise in children’s ministry 

will be applied to the area of Sports 

Ministry which will  

introduce you to opportunities to 

engage with the World Cup theme 

this summer. Resources and training 

on whole school days, extracurricular 

material, collective worship and 

sports camps included. Cost £3.  

Contact 07906 301007 

rob.french@psalms.uk.net  

March 2018

I’ve been blessed to co-lead the Courageous Worship group of the 

LIFE vision, along with James White, a Pioneer minister in Whaddon. 

Our remit as a group has been to discover ways in which we can help 

our churches take the message out to where people are. Since we 

started work, we have learned with joy of the many different ways that 

churches in the Diocese are already doing that.  

 

Our group feels passionate about helping the church discover new and  

courageous ways of worshipping  - because some people are very  

unlikely to ever come across our thresholds, no matter how friendly 

and welcoming we are. Some may need a very clear invitation, others 
need to attend something at a different time of the week than Sunday, 

others might come along to try something new and others still might 

connect with us in town centres, pubs or schools if we gave them the  

opportunity to do so. 

 

Some good examples include the new Resolve groups started in  

January by some of our churches have attracted dozens of new people 

to improve their health and lifestyles together in a group setting. One 

village tried a Beer And Hymns event for the first time this January and 

most of the village turned out to sing together. An urban church in 

Cheltenham runs a Welly Church where families can get out into  

nature together.   

 

We are launching a webpage soon sharing many of these stories, to 

encourage and inspire others to try new things that are appropriate to 

where they are, and to be able to find support and people to talk to 

about how to do it. 

Opening new paths to faith 
Encouraging new and courageous ways of 

worshipping, in different places, which connect with more 

people, by the Revd Kim Brown, Pioneer Minister 



The Holy Spirit is the creative force that leads and guides us, as we pray 

and consider together how to reach out into our communities and bring 

good news to those who wouldn’t otherwise hear it.  

 

Beer and Hymns at 

Shipton Moyne 
The Revd Kim Brown,  

Pioneer Minister 

Some months before  

Christmas, some parishioners 

and I were chatting about the 

service we had shared  

together. Someone said, “The 

hymns today were all good old 

belters!” Others concurred and said wouldn’t it be great if we could sing 

those rousing ones more often, and how much people enjoyed that.  

 

I had heard of a parish elsewhere running a ‘Beer and Hymns’ event in 

their local pub very successfully so I asked if they thought this would be a 
good idea.  We thought it would go down well in winter, something to 

cheer us all up when the evenings are cold and dark, so we set a date. I 

talked to the owners and manager of our local village pub, The Cat and 

Custard Pot, and it was agreed. A group met to plan a list of popular 

hymns to get the evening started before taking requests of favourites 

from the floor.  

 

On the night, the weather was filthy and snow was forecast, but the  

villagers turned out in force! The pub provided nibbles, all the fires were 

on, and the atmosphere was wonderfully warm and happy. Around 45 

people came, including some families and children and many people who 

don’t usually come to church. After several hours of enthusiastic singing, 

we stood to sing the National Anthem, say the Lord’s Prayer together 

and depart with a blessing. There has been so much positive feedback 

and requests to do another one.   
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Get outside with Welly JAM 

by Natalie Burfitt, Assistant Curate with the South 

Cheltenham Churches 
 

At St Philip and St James, Leckhampton, 

we’ve been experimenting with ways to 

be more diverse in the activities we offer 
during Sunday morning children’s  

ministry.  This is in response to our 

awareness that crafty stuff doesn’t suit all 

children. 

 

Following the trend for worshipping God outdoors,  we’ve run two  

sessions of ‘Welly JAM (Jesus and Me)’ at a local nature reserve. Using 

Sally Welch’s book ‘Outdoor Church’ as a guide, we’ve shaped a service 

around ‘being, looking, listening’ (a time to take in our surroundings), 

‘hearing’ (a Bible story), ‘collecting’ (foraging for things we can find), 

‘creating’ (making something beautiful and memorable), ‘feasting’ (making 

and eating something), ‘celebrating’ (a fun game or activity at the end).  

 

It’s been really good fun and the presence of God has been immediate 

and real as we’ve paid attention to creation.  Adults and children love it. 

 

Training event:  Using the Jesus Deck in Christian Mission 

Saturday 5 May, 10.30am to 1pm, (venue provisionally Abbey 

House, Tewkesbury, TBC) 

The Jesus Deck is a set of cards illustrating the life of Jesus with the four 

suits corresponding to the four Gospels. It is used to encourage the 

sharing of personal stories and seeks to connect a person’s story with 

the story of Jesus.  Cost is £5 (please bring on the day). To book your 

space, contact rev.edsauven@gmail.com 
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Lent and Easter 2018 
For resources, events and news visit the diocesan website 

www.gloucester.anglican.org/about-us/christian-faith-what-we-believelent  


