
                                

 
 
 
 

March 2018 

Dear Candidate 

Team Vicar in the North Cheltenham Team Ministry 

I am delighted you are looking at this vacancy as we seek a successor to The Revd Liz Palin 
who is moving to a new post in the diocese. I know this benefice well, there is a great ministry 
to be had for the right priest and I am looking forward very much to welcoming a new 
colleague in ministry here.  

As you will see from the profile the North Cheltenham Team Ministry serves a large and diverse 
population across the town, incorporating both areas of rural beauty and relative urban deprivation. 
The team comprises 5 churches ranging in tradition from traditional catholic to broad centre and is 
in the process of redefining its vision and focus under the leadership of the relatively new Team 
Rector. Indeed this is an exciting time to be joining the team as it is being re-formed for mission. As 
well as the Team Rector the successful candidate will join us alongside another very new Team 
Vicar who is yet to take up his post. As well as the stipendiary clergy team there is more 
established support from a Team Deacon, Readers, a Team Administrator, many retired clergy and 
committed lay leaders and ministers. 

The Bishop of Gloucester has entrusted pastoral and sacramental oversight of All Saints parish to 
the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. The other three parishes are committed to remaining firmly under the 
pastoral and sacramental oversight of their diocesan bishop who maintains ordinary authority over 
the whole benefice. The new Team Vicar will be someone who will enjoy the challenge and 
creativity of working across the whole team (although general pastoral oversight of All Saints is 
covered by the other Team Vicar, recently appointed) to live this new landscape in the Church of 
England in a generous and prophetic way so as to embed our deeper unity in Jesus Christ and our 
common commitment to share his transforming gospel. This post is open to both women and men 
on an equal basis. 

You will find good support in the deanery and wider diocese and I would expect that you will play 
an active part in our common life. This is an exciting time in the life of the Diocese of Gloucester 
where we are in the early stages of implementing our ‘LIFE’ vision process, focused around Jesus’ 
offer of ‘life to the full’, rooted in John 10:10. http://www.gloucester.anglican.org/about-us/our-
vision/.  It is expected that the new Team Vicar will work collaboratively to enable the church 
communities to engage with this vision. The accompanying document gives a little more detail 
about how this vision translates into the culture and values we are seeking to see grow amongst all 
those licensed to minister across the Diocese. 

In summary for this ministry you will need to be a priest who: 
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 Is a good team player, committed to working with others from a variety of backgrounds 
and traditions. 

 Is passionate about mission and community engagement and able to facilitate the growth of 
outward looking, worshipping communities.  

 Is able to work closely and imaginatively with the ‘The Rock’, a Christian Youth Charity 
located in St Peter’s Church. 

 Is pastorally aware and willing to build up positive relationships with all in church and 
community, and with ecumenical colleagues. 

 Is skilled at encouraging and releasing the gifts of others to develop the ministry of the 
whole church.  

 Has vision and energy for working in schools and developing young people. 
 Will be a good communicator. 
 Values the sacraments and will give time to prayer, contemplation and retreat. 

 
I certainly don’t expect you to match every aspect of this role, but if you think that this is a 
ministry that has the potential to connect with your gifts and in which you will be able to be 
fulfilled and grow further then I very much hope you will apply so that we can further discern 
together if this is the right place for you. 

If you have any questions or want to know more please do not hesitate to contact the Archdeacon 
of Cheltenham, The Ven. Phil Andrew on 01452 835594 or 07498 052045 or by email at 
archdchelt@glosdioc.org.uk. 

With all good wishes and thanks, 

 

 

The Rt Revd Robert Springett 

Bishop of Tewkesbury 

  


