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Our ref:  
April 2018
Dear Candidate

Vicar of Parkend and Viney Hill and Associate DDO and Vocations Advisor
Thank you for your interest in this new and exciting vacancy – I hope you find the accompanying documents helpful in considering your application.
The parish of Parkend and Viney Hill is a happy combined parish with an excellent team spirit and capable lay leaders. The congregations and church based activities are very welcoming and church members enjoy strong links with the local communities and with neighbouring schools and churches. Viney Hill church is situated next to the Viney Hill Christian Adventure Centre which host visitors from all over the county and beyond, mostly children and young people, who come to be challenged by the activities and to grow in confidence in a supportive Christian environment – they are an asset to the diocese.

Whilst previously served by a full time clergy post, the parish has been well-prepared for this change in appointment and is an inspiring example of how to re-imagine ministry, with many shared responsibilities and with people offering their gifts and service as part of their belonging to the Body of Christ. The parish part of the role has been designed to be sustainable within the 4 days (0.66) envisaged.
Vocations to ministry, both lay and ordained, are flourishing in the Diocese of Gloucester, and the remaining 2 days per week of this joint role are to be creatively used joining the team who encourage and nurture vocations and journey with those who sense a call to ordination. Some experience in this area would be helpful, but full training will be given – the crucial thing is an openness of heart and spirit to those whom God may be calling and some evidence of having nurtured vocations in your current role. Do please speak to the Director of Mission and Ministry, the Revd Dr Canon Andrew Braddock (details on the advertisement) if you would like a conversation about this part of the role. Whilst the two thirds parish, one third Diocesan role is what is expected, there will naturally need to be some flexibility over use of time and location.








This post is being offered at a pivotal point in the life of the Diocese as our ‘LIFE’ vision shapes all of our mission and ministry.  There are details to be found at http://www.gloucester.anglican.org/about/vision/  The accompanying document gives a little more detail about how this vision translates into the culture and values we are committed to developing as licensed clergy across the Diocese. 
Contd/…
Parkend and Viney Hill is part of the Forest deanery.  The person appointed will find resources and support within the deanery chapter and synod and will also play a part in those bodies. 
We are seeking a priest who is:

· Excited by the potential of this new post and will relish the opportunities within it
· Enthusiastic and motivated, someone who will enjoy ministry in this diocese, who will have an open heart to the people of the parish and to those exploring vocations.

· Able to manage their time well, knows how to take time off and live ‘life in all its fullness’

· Collegial, a person who will enjoy and nurture the team spirit in the parish, and will also relish becoming part of the Mission and Ministry team.
· Committed to the Diocesan ‘Life’ Vision and to collaborative working in support of this vision within parish, deanery, diocese and ecumenically.
I hope that having seen the profile, job description and supporting documents you feel encouraged to apply.
If you have any questions or want to know more please do not hesitate to contact the Area Dean or the Director of Mission and Ministry, contact details are in the advertisement. Applications should be returned to the Archdeacon of Gloucester’s PA Alison Vlach, email: avlach@glosdioc.org.uk by 12 noon on Tuesday 8th May.
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Encs

The Rt Revd Rachel Treweek


Bishop of Gloucester


The Bishops’ Office


2 College Green, Gloucester, GL1 2LR


bgloucester@glosdioc.org.uk


Tel: 01452 835511
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