Useful Dates

Local Events

A Family Advent

Gloucester
Cathedral
Sing carols and reflect
on the meaning of
Christmas. A service for
switching on the Christmas
lights and a procession of children
carrying giant lanterns depicting scenes from
Christmas stories. Sunday 19 Nov, 5pm
Advent Carol Service
Sunday 3 Dec, 6pm
Family Crib Service with the
Lighting of the Christmas Trees
An informal family service. Saturday 23 Dec, and
Christmas Eve at 3pm.

Preparing to celebrate the
birth of Jesus

Pray for people who
can’t find anywhere
to stay.
Drink hot chocolate
and marshmallows.

It’s a dark time of
year. Every time you
turn on a light thank
God for electricity.

Go to a Crib service.
Feed the birds.

Children’s introduction
Doors take us from the cold outside to warm
rooms, from streets into shops, from paths into big
churches. Doors can be bright glass you can see
straight through and open like magic or creaking
heavy wood with big old locks which seem to hide
a story or a secret.
What are the doors on your advent calendar like,
where do they lead?

Try to count your
smiles today.

Matthew 7.7-11, Jesus tells us whenever we knock, the door will be
opened. When the Disciples had their doors locked in fear following
Jesus’ death he simply appeared among them, John 20.19-23.

Donate some
Christmas food to
your local food bank.

Doors lead us into places, perhaps places we have never been before.
God acts regardless of our boundaries and defences. The Angel
appeared to Mary in her home with no mention of a door being
opened, Luke 1.26-38.

Pray for people on a
journey.

On the first of December children everywhere will start opening
doors on their Advent calendars. Most of these calendars will
reflect the children’s current interests or favourite TV or film
characters and will have chocolate inside, opening these doors
begins the anticipation of Christmas coming.

Make a card for your
next door neighbour.

Opening the Door...

Sort out your toys,
could you give
something away?

Keep this booklet to hand as you journey through Advent especially for the
‘24 things to do in Advent’ and the dates on the back page. Use the green
tree as your reminder of local events.

Decorate your
Christmas tree.

This booklet is a resource for families to use during Advent. It provides
prayers and stories, activity ideas and reflections for a deeper exploration
of what the season brings.

Use the shapes on
your computer to
design a Holy Family.

Introduction

Collect twigs or fir
cones to decorate.
Pray for someone
expecting a baby.
Go to a carol
service.

Get Christmassy put
on your Christmas
jumper, hat, socks.

Read a favourite
Christmas story.
Find the Christmas
CD – now Sing!
Do something really
helpful.

Write a list of
presents you would
like to give.

Pray for people who
still sit on hillsides
looking after sheep.
Snuggle up and
watch a favourite film.
Go to a Christingle
service or make one
at home.
Use your toys to set
up a nativity scene.

24 things to do in Advent

Prayer
Two versions; one for use with chocolate calendars, one for use
with picture calendars
With chocolate.

Where do you lead to little doors?
You are too small to walk through, or wriggle, or crawl.
Too small to look through and see very far.
But your little doors hold the sweetness and flavour
of Christmas and welcoming Jesus our Saviour.
With pictures.

Where do you lead to little doors?
You are too small to walk through, or wriggle, or crawl.
Too small to look through and see very far.
But through these little doors we get nearer and nearer
to Christmas and welcoming Jesus our Saviour.

Extra Easy advent wreath
Make an advent wreath - an ideal
accompaniment to use with this booklet.
Cut out a cardboard ring (approx. 21cm
diameter), or buy a wooden wreath from
a craft shop or Baker Ross online. Draw
four circles where battery tea light
candles will be placed, then decorate
the wreath with pens, stickers, glitter,
pompoms…

Advent 1 - We just have to stop
Stop! We have hope.
Getting ready for Christmas means lots of things to do, lots of things
to buy and cook and wrap and write. Getting ready for Jesus is a
different kind of getting ready, we just have to stop. Even if it is just
long enough to light an advent candle.
Reflection
God you are bigger than we can imagine,
but you made yourself small enough to hold.
God you are more wonderful than we can imagine,
but you made yourself ordinary enough to sleep in a stable.
God you are mightier than we can imagine,
but you made yourself fragile enough for people to care for.
God you are more amazing than we can imagine,
but you made yourself down to earth.
When we imagine we are too busy to stop and be with you,
help us to remember that you stopped being big and
wonderful and mighty and awesome to be with us.
Hope is a very special word it expresses our desire that things can be
better not just for ourselves and for our children, but for everyone
and everyone’s children. It speaks of our Christian understanding
that our hope for the world rests in God and God’s ability to
transform lives through his son Jesus Christ.
Children’s Prayer
Excitement is like lots of fizzy bubbles popping inside us.
Excitement makes us wriggle and jiggle and giggle.
Hope is gentler. Hope is quieter.
When everything seems slow and gloomy,
Hope holds our hand and helps us walk gently.
Lord Jesus, you are our hope,
and that is exciting! Amen

The shepherds stand together with their hands over their eyes, slowly they
look around, peeping through their fingers and then, even more slowly
they look up.
What is it they can see? They have never seen an angel before.
Out from the dazzling light the beautiful voice speaks again. ‘I
am bringing you good news of great joy for everyone. Today, in
Bethlehem God’s son has been born. A Saviour, just as God promised.
Go now to Bethlehem, you will find him in a manger’.
Then the light grew stronger and brighter and a host of angel voices sang
praises to God.
Bethlehem is sleeping, the baby is sleeping and love fills
up every corner of the stable.
The little door isn’t quite what the shepherds were expecting, where will it
lead them? As the door opens they know they have found the right place.
It is full of love and right in the centre is the baby. The shepherds tell
Mary and Joseph about the angel and the singing and the light. One of
them lifts his cloak and lying in his arm is a lamb. ‘This is our gift, for the
baby, it’s all we have’.
Bethlehem is waking; the sun rises over the hills spilling light and colour
everywhere. Doors are opened to welcome the new day. Excited and full
of wonder the shepherds go out into the streets, they want to tell
everyone that Jesus is born.
Mary has never seen people look so happy. The shepherds are actually
shining! Shining with a light that is so lovely they want to know it with all
their hearts, shining with the light of Christ.
The bread of life. The Good shepherd. The lamb of God. The Light of the
world.

Christmas Eve

Advent 2 - Peace

The perfect bedtime story

From quiet to song.

Joseph encourages the donkey with a click of his tongue, he looks back
now and again to comfort Mary, they are both too tired to speak. Is it
possible, Mary wonders, to go to sleep on the back of a donkey and not
fall off? She peers into the darkness, where have all the other travellers
gone? Are they the last people on the road?

In advent peace doesn't always come from the places we expect, but
it’s there in the heart of all the activity. We catch it in a smile, a hug
a carol, a card from a friend. So when you light your advent candle
with your family, treasure all those moments of peace.
Children’s introducon
Children’s introduction
When grownups talk about needing peace, they are usually telling
you to stop being noisy or even to go away! Jesus shared God’s
peace by giving time and love to people he didn't know. You could
share peace by finding a toy or book you had forgotten about and
would like to give away to someone you don’t know.

Bethlehem is shining there are lights in every window. Bethlehem, it’s
name means ‘The House of Bread’ a house, some bread and a bed, that
is exactly what Mary and Joseph and their baby need; a house some
bread and a bed. Mary smiles and places a hand on her tummy, this is
God’s baby, but he will need the same things as every other baby.
Bethlehem is closed, all the doors are shut. Every time Joseph knocks
it’s the same answer – ‘sorry full up’ they see the lights, hear the chatter
from inside, smell the food. Mary and Joseph are as hungry as they are
tired. A house, some bread and a bed, these words have become
Mary’s prayer.
Joseph knocks at the next inn and Mary eases herself from the donkey’s
back. As the door creaks open she decides she will ask for help, but she
doesn’t need to. ‘What you two need is a house, some bread and a
bed’; says the gentle Innkeeper. ‘Follow me.’ He takes a lantern and
walks towards a small door; where will it lead them?
It’s a stable! The innkeeper brings them bread and blankets.
‘A house, some bread and a bed’ Mary sings softly to the baby in her
tummy, as she and Joseph settle in their warm hay bed. Bethlehem’s
hills are still and quiet. Shepherds are settling down too. The familiar
sounds of the night are like a song to rock them to sleep; the soft
bleating of the sheep, the crackling of the fire and the singing, the
singing!
Glory be! What is that singing? And the light – what is that light?
Their fire must be out of control, quick, get up put the fire out!
‘Hush’ says a voice, a beautiful, gentle voice. ‘Don’t be scared’.

Mary knew God’s peace was something worth making a noise about.
Mary’s song is filled with all the things she knew and loved about
God.
Together Find and talk about 12 Christian values in Mary’s song,
below. Here are some: Humility, generosity, respect, wisdom, justice
I love God so much my heart is bursting, I want to jump for joy !
God saw my humility and look what happened!
No one will ever forget how blessed I am
God, who is so great we call him Holy,
His generous forgiveness goes on and on like a river
refreshing the people who respect him.
God showed his courage and used his wisdom powerfully.
His justice turned everything upside down.
God challenged the power of bullies and boastful people.
He had compassion for the hurting people, giving them hope.
He fed the hungry people with good things,
but not the greedy ones.
God kept the promise of friendship he made with Abraham,
God’s care for his children endures for ever.
Luke 1.46-55

Advent 4 - Joy

Advent 3 - Love
Love is strength

Joy in the light

As a parent you are surrounded by the demands of love, so today, as
you light your candle re-establish yourself in God’s unconditional
love for you.

‘tis the season to be jolly.... Jolly is one of those lovely words that is
exactly as it sounds a chuckling, cartoon kind of a word which
bubbles up quickly and is gone.

Reflection 1 Corinthians 13. 4-7
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or
arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not
irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but
rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things.

Joy is more of a slow growing smile, an oil painting of a word, which
you gradually realise you have entered into. Many of our Christmas
celebrations are wonderfully jolly but God entering the
world as a human being, now that is a masterpiece which brings real
and lasting joy.

Children’s introduction
Saint Paul (who wrote a lot of letters to his friends), said that when
we feel God’s kind of love and want to show it we can be patient and
kind; we don’t wish we had other people’s things, we don’t show off
about what we have, or think we are better than others because of
what we can do.
Children’s Prayer
Lord God your love sounds quite hard,
but very special.
You must know that God,
because this is how you love us.
Help us to love like you.

Book suggestion

Extra Add light to see more...
Look at the ‘24 Things to do in Advent’. Do some of the activities
which show kindness to other people. Even better do them with a
friend or family member.

Children’s introduction
I wonder...
I wonder what makes you sing?
I wonder what makes you want to jump up
or turn head over heels?
I wonder what makes you feel jolly?
I wonder what makes you smile?
Or give someone a hug?
Or just sit really still because you know
that this moment is special?
I wonder what gives you joy?

Prayer based on Psalm 30 v 4-5
Everyone who loves him,
sing your heart out to God,
say thank you to him.
He may get cross sometimes,
but really there is love forever.
The night times when we feel sad
and cry are always followed by days of joy.

