
Abundance  

 

This event has grown out of the realisation that 

what works in towns and cities often doesn’t in 

the countryside.  A different way of thinking 

about mission is necessary for it to be suitable 

for our villages and wider rural environment.    

 

We have drawn together a variety of           

organisations and practitioners that understand 

the rural context and can offer inspiration and 

insight that are appropriate for the life of small 

village congregations.  Our hope is that by   

focussing on the rural environment, we will be 

offering tools and resources that are a better fit 

and therefore more easily put into practice.   

 

 

Keynote Speaker Biography 

Jerry Marshall is CEO of Germinate: the Arthur 

Rank Centre, the churches’ rural resource   

centre, where he has been developing a range 

of projects including leadership training, rural 

learning communities and the Germinate    

conference. With his home church, he helped 

plant a congregation in his local village hall in 

1993 which he continues to lead. 
 

 

 

 

 
Come and gain resources and inspiration 

to help your church and community. 

Christian Mission in Rural Communities 

10 June 201710 June 2017  

10am to 4.15pm 

Hartpury College, Hartpury, Glos, GL19 3BE 

AbundanceAbundance  

 

 

 

Booking Form 

 

Church:   
 

Contact Name:  

 

 

Email address (to confirm booking): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lunch and refreshments provided.  We ask for a 

contribution of £10 per person.  Please enclose a 

cheque payable to ‘Gloucester DBF’.  

 

Cheque enclosed for £ 

 

Please return booking form to: 

Natasha Kent, Dept of Mission and Ministry    

4 College Green, Gloucester, GL1 2LR 
�

 

 

A�endee Names 

   

   

   

Workshop  
Choices  
(add the number) 

 am        pm 

   

AbundanceAbundance  



Abundance: Christian Mission in Rural CommunitiesAbundance: Christian Mission in Rural CommunitiesAbundance: Christian Mission in Rural Communities   

Key Note Address 

Jerry Marshall CEO of       

Germinate: the Arthur 

Rank Centre  
Releasing Rural Abundance: 
what’s different, where are 

the opportunities and how do 
we respond to the challenges 
of being an effective        
Christian presence in the 

countryside? In particular how 
do we lead and build teams in 
this changing and demanding 

context? 

 

 

Also Expect  

Engage with your choice of 

workshops on a variety of 

inspira�onal themes. 

 

Discover what others have 

done in their locality. 

 

Converse with skilled   

prac��oners and 

representa�ves from  

specialist organisa�ons. 

 

Take home a delegate    

informa�on pack 

 

Refreshments and lunch 

are part of the day. 

Workshop 4 (a.m.)  Hide and Seek: Mission to Children in Rural Communities - Diocesan Children & Families Officer  
If children and families seem hidden from our churches then it is our calling to seek them out. We will explore where 

the opportunities for mission to children in rural communities lie and how we can make the most of them. 

Workshop 5 (a.m.)  The Five Steps to Churchyard Care - Caring for God’s Acre  
Planning the management of your churchyard can liberate you from responding to problems and feeling overwhelmed, 

to involving more of the community and achieving your vision. Join us for a five step plan to help lift your churchyard 

from being a management burden to a community asset.  

Workshop 2 (a.m. and p.m.)  Make it happen! - Germinate: the Arthur Rank Centre 
How can we best move from idea to action? The workshop will consider whether an entrepreneurial approach to    

mission is relevant to our rural context and how, in practical terms, we can develop and implement appropriate ways 

to be “good news” in our communities.  

Workshop 1 (a.m. and p.m.)  Tales of ‘ABCD’ Community Development in Gloucestershire - Barnwood Trust 

An introduction to community building practice and how Asset Based Community Development is growing across 

Gloucestershire, with stories of how good ABCD practice is enabling friends and neighbours to get together to do the 
things they love, and make a difference to where they live. 

Workshop 3 (a.m. and p.m.)  The Narrow Path: Pioneering the Rural Way - Church Mission Society 
Sharing stories and insights from the innovative world of Fresh Expressions and Pioneer-led initiatives in rural contexts 

– what’s worked, what hasn’t!  How might taking the narrow path revolutionise rural mission? 

Workshop 6 (p.m.)  Rural Church Buildings and How We Can Use Them Creatively - Diocesan Churches Officer 
Church buildings were for the most part designed to be the community building; the nave given to a range of activities 

of which worship was only one.  Recent national policy encourages wider community use of our church buildings. Be 

inspired to widen the use of churches, look at case studies and receive advice on practical changes that might be made. 

Workshop 7 (p.m.)  Small is Beautiful - Diocesan Children & Families Officer  
Celebrate who you are: Small churches provide very real benefits for nurturing children’s faith and growing disciples. 

How do we make the most of this opportunity? Imagine who you could be. What do we mean by intergenerational 

church? How can we provide meaningful worship for whoever is present? 

Please select a morning and an a�ernoon workshop and record your preferences on the booking form  

(workshops 1, 2 & 3 are repeated, workshops 4 & 5 will run in the morning, 6 & 7 in the a�ernoon only).   

 

The Market Place &    

Workshops 
These and many more: 

 


