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Welcome To Our Benefice 

Introduction 

We are three parishes from the town of Nailsworth and the neighbouring villages of 

Horsley and Kingscote, all set in the Cotswold Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. We 

would like to share with you what we like about the people who live and worship here 

and the place in which we live. 

Worship is the heart of our Church lives and our vision is for Services where families 

join together, learning about our faith and the relevance of Jesus in our lives. We want 

to share our faith with the rest of our community, but we struggle to know how best to 

do this. If you would like to help us with that challenge we really want to meet you. 

Could This Be You? 

We are praying for a Minister who will enjoy working with our varied Parish Teams 

who have individual strengths and do not expect the Vicar to do everything!  

We see the continuing need for a collaborative ministry and therefore seek a confident 

incumbent, with a sense of humour, and a track record of building relationships across 

the Church and community. We believe you will need to be able to demonstrate the 

following skills and qualities:  

 excellent people and communication skills; 

 enthusiastic, outgoing personality; 

 ability to lead, delegate, facilitate, consult and work well as part 

of a team; 

 vision and experience in encouraging young families into the 

church; 

 someone who can enable and encourage church members to 

develop their gifts and talents; 

 strong spiritual teaching; 

 wish to engage with the schools, youth clubs and young families 

especially through Church Services which bring us together; 

 ability to present and promote the Church as relevant to the 

world today; 

 eagerness to communicate with people of all backgrounds and 

beliefs in the wider community and have a ministry of pastoral 

care; 

 recognition of the importance of engaging in outreach to and 

building relationships with non-churchgoing parishioners; 

 able to deal with differences of opinion and build consensus.  
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Location and Communities 

Location 

The Benefice is within the Stroud 

Deanery and the sought-after Diocese 

of Gloucester. Nailsworth lies on the 

A46, in a valley about four miles 

south of Stroud, midway between 

Cheltenham and Bath. The villages of 

Horsley and Kingscote are on higher 

ground within one and five miles to 

the south-west of Nailsworth. There is 

good access to both the M4 (25 

minutes) and M5 (20 minutes) 

motorways and an hourly train 

service to London from Stroud. There 

is also a half hourly bus service to 

Stroud from Nailsworth and four 

buses a day to Horsley via Nailsworth. 

Nailsworth  

Nailsworth is a lively and friendly Fairtrade town of over 7,700 people, with an 

excellent range of shops, services and recreational activities. Many of the shops are 

independent, including Hobbs House Bakery (of the Fabulous Baker Brothers Channel 

4 series), and an award-winning delicatessen – William’s Kitchen. For all your basic 

needs we have a medium-sized Morrisons supermarket, a small Co-op and a Tesco 

Express with Post Office, all in the town centre. For a small town we have an amazing 

number of cafés and restaurants, three pubs (one of which brews its own beer), and 

a Farmers' Market once a month. Many of the old woollen mills have been converted 

to apartments, but there are some light engineering and small businesses on the two 

industrial estates.  

The town still has a Library (run partly by volunteers) and a Youth Club (thanks to 

support from the Town Council). It also has a Drama Group which puts on regular 

performances, Film Club, Tennis and Badminton clubs, Brownie, Cub, Scout and 

Guide packs, and two football clubs, Forest Green Rovers and Shortwood United. If 

you do come to look round don’t miss our Town Information Centre which is always 

very helpful.  

Our town centre is quirky with an unusual mix of Cotswold stone buildings and 1960s 

architecture. Nailsworth has subsumed the hamlets of Shortwood, Newmarket and 

Forest Green (current home of the recently-promoted Forest Green Rovers football 

club). The main bulk of modern housing is in Forest Green, at the top of the hill. 

Shortwood and Newmarket are mainly older properties of Cotswold stone. There is 

a good mix of families who have lived in the area for generations and newcomers, with 

folk who work locally and who commute.  

We have a monthly magazine, ‘Nailsworth News’, which is delivered free to every home 

and includes a regular slot for the Vicar’s letter. Each year the town hosts the popular 
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Nailsworth Festival with a large and varied programme of events including walks, 

talks, theatrical and musical performances. 

Horsley 

Horsley is an inclusive, self-reliant community physically scattered across eight 

hamlets linked to the village centre by steep, narrow winding lanes. The population of 

820 is a mixture of residents of several generations’ standing, and newcomers; 

especially families attracted by the 

popular village school and playgroup.  

The village is home to many talented 

musicians and artists, and puts on 

occasional  concerts and cabarets, often 

raising money for causes ranging from the 

Syrian refugees to a local teenager who 

recently had to have a leg amputated. 

There is a very busy Village Hall, hosting 

Playgroup, Baby and Toddler Morning, 

Youth Club, and many other meetings, 

classes and events. Since the Post Office 

was closed a Community Shop has been 

staffed by volunteers, and there are two pubs, the Hog in the village centre, and the 

Tipput’s Inn on the A46. Horsley is noted for its 'green' orientation, and has numerous 

smallholdings and a Community Orchard. 

At the west end of the village, in Nupend, a farmyard has recently been developed as 

a new estate of 16 properties, including 5 affordable homes administered through 

a housing association. Although there was considerable local resistance to the 

development, people are now turning their thoughts to welcoming the new neighbours 

and including them in the village community. 

The Horse’s Mouth is the parish magazine, which is published 10 times a year by the 

PCC. It is distributed free to every house in the village and is also available to read on 

the informative village website. There is also a lively Facebook Group, called 

Everything Horsley. 

Newington Bagpath with Kingscote 

This is a rural parish set high on the uplands near the edge of the Cotswold Hills. The 

Parish comprises the small village of Kingscote, and the hamlets of Bagpath (with its 

nearby redundant church of Newington 

Bagpath), Newington, Calcot and Binley. The 

Parish includes several large farms.  

Kingscote village is set back off the main A4135 

road and so has retained its character as it has 

developed from its origins under the Kingscote 

family. The population of 276 is a good 

mixture of local families and people who have 

moved into the area. There are several small 

businesses in the parish, notably two wedding 
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venues – Kingscote Barn and The Matara Centre, through which come most of the 

couples who wish to be married in the Church.  

While being physically quite spread-out, this Parish is brought together both by the 

Church at its festival services, and by the very active Village Hall Committee. People 

living in this Parish work, shop and go to school in a wide variety of local towns. 

Parishes and Church Life 

Nailsworth with Shortwood Parish 

There are 88 people on the electoral roll, and admittedly the majority are in the older 

age bracket. However, we are “young at heart”.  

We have a Church Choir, weekly Bible Study groups and a Mother’s Union. We do not 

currently have a Sunday School. We run a Christian ‘after school club’ at Nailsworth 

Primary School and lead a weekly ‘Open the Book’ assembly at Nailsworth and Horsley 

primary schools. There is a visiting and befriending group which meets monthly to 

manage the pastoral visits. We have a link with CMS through missionaries. Each week 

a short newsletter is produced for the services and you can read more on our website. 

Our members are very active serving within the local community. Here are just some 

of the organisations where they volunteer: 

 Local primary school providing reading support 

 Cotswold Care Hospice and Emmaus Charity shops 

 Brownies and Guides 

 Julian Nightshelter in Bristol 

 Concord Day Centre for the elderly 

 Marah Trust for vulnerable and marginalised adults in Stroud 

 Citizen’s Advice Bureau 

 Nailsworth Library 

 Town Council 

 NSPCC 

They also have an unshakeable belief in the power of prayer. There is a prayer group 

which meets each Monday morning in the church to pray for the week’s activities and 

for anyone who is sick or has left a message on the prayer board. An Ecumenical group 

meets each Thursday morning in the Parish Room to pray for the work of Putting Sport 

Alongside Local Ministries (PSALMS) and other work 

with the local children and youth. Once a month there 

is prayer ministry after the morning service and the 

Bible Study group has a prayer circle whereby urgent 

prayers can be passed around the group by telephone. 

In 2017, we hosted our third Art Exhibition which was 

very well attended, and this proved to be a marvellous 

way to attract local people into the church, as well as 

being a very successful fund-raiser for the church and 
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local charities. As part of this we held a preview evening with drinks and canapés which 

was very enjoyable. We hope to repeat this event in 2019. On alternate years we hold 

a major musical fundraising event as well. 

Horsley Parish 

There are currently 37 people on the electoral roll. The Church is packed for Christmas 

Services, special occasions, and village weddings and funerals, but weekly 

congregations have declined over many years. A significant number of villagers attend 

the Friends’ Meeting House in Nailsworth, while some others worship in nearby 

Minchinhampton. 

The church building is an important part of village life, as the 3in1 project has made 

this large space available not just to our congregation but also to the Horsley C of E 

Primary School and the village community as a whole.  The 3in1 has, for example, been 

used for Pilates classes, a film club, a craft exhibition, musical concerts and various 

social events.  The Horsley PCC is heavily involved in running the 3in1 project and also 

hosts a Grand Village Fete every 

September as an important 

fundraising effort. There is a '200 

Club' with a monthly draw, which will 

be contributing about £800 to our 

fundraising efforts this year. The PCC 

also produces the monthly 'Horse’s 

Mouth' magazine.  

The school uses the church for 

assemblies and collective worship, 

and these have been very successful 

recently, as has 'messy church', being 

popular with children and parents 

alike, although these activities have drawn young people away from the monthly family 

service which we used to enjoy. Mothering Sunday and Harvest services have been an 

opportunity to grow the congregation. 

The Parish's longstanding Churchwarden has recently stood down, along with the PCC 

Secretary, and these changes, combined with the retirement of the vicar, has left the 

Horsley PCC currently somewhat depleted, but also poised for rejuvenation. 

Newington Bagpath with Kingscote Parish 

The parish is made up of small hamlets with the total parishioners being 276. There 

are 20 people on the electoral roll. The Church has a special place in the heart of the 

community, being an ecumenical and welcoming group with tremendous support from 

the local community in keeping up the daily tasks - opening / locking the church, 

mowing, parish magazine, flowers etc. One example of this is that it continues to be 

open daily throughout the year. There is an annual ‘Thank You Tea Party’ for this team 

of mostly non-church going volunteers.  

Attendance at weekly services is low, about 10 on average, but the annual Carol Service 

is packed (80+). The Easter attendance varies; in 2018 it was 22 adults and 6 infants. 
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The Sunday School, which has a long tradition in this Parish, presently only 

contributes to the major festivals, as many of the children are still very young. The 

House Group, the Lent Group and the Sunday School are currently dormant, but we 

have very good attendance by 

children at the monthly Family 

Service. The PCC has some 

experience of leading the 

Family Services. In addition, 

church members are involved in 

a diverse range of activities, and 

are in touch with the wider 

community via the 

magazine/newsletter which is 

delivered monthly to every 

household. 

The Hunters Hall Hotel is a popular local venue for residents and visitors. There is no 

longer a local bus service but there is a mobile library service. There is no longer 

a school in the parish. 

The Benefice Team 

The Benefice has been in existence for 16 years and we find that having separate parish 

PCC meetings together with monthly meetings of the Clergy and Churchwardens works 

well. Informal Treasurers' meetings have also proved useful. This means that parish 

affairs are dealt with locally and the Churchwardens and Treasurers deal with the 

Benefice matters which are then reported to the PCCs. 

Clergy Team We have one Self-supporting Associate Priest in the 

Benefice (soon to be increased to two) plus one 

retired Vicar who currently ministers at two services 

a month, plus some extra services at festivals and 

occasional funerals. 

Churchwardens  2 in Nailsworth, 1 in Kingscote and 1 (acting) in 

Horsley. 

Organists  1 in each Parish who understudy when necessary. 

PCC Members  Nailsworth PCC has 11 members 

Horsley PCC has 5 members 

Kingscote PCC has 5 members 

Buildings 

All three church buildings are located at the centre of their communities, and we have 

the advantage of a new vicarage in Nailsworth. 
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Nailsworth – St George’s 

The church in Nailsworth is Grade II 

listed and seats 450. It was built in 1900 

and completed in 1937. It is in excellent 

repair with good lighting, a sound system 

and hearing loop. A sensitively restored 

Samuel Renn organ has been installed 

(one of only a few surviving by this 

renowned builder). There is an adjoining 

Parish Room which can seat up to 80 and 

is used for coffee after church, by church 

related groups during the week, and also 

let to the community at competitive rates. 

The church is open each day. 

In 2008 we were fortunate to receive a bequest for some artwork in the church and in 

2009 our modern altarpiece of a Last Supper, by Lorna May Wadsworth, was hung 

behind the altar. This major piece of modern art has attracted many people to our 

church both locally and from much further afield. 

The Chancel and choir area is an excellent area for concerts and other musical events. 

We are in the process of looking into revamping this space for better use by the public 

and therefore make the church more user-friendly. 

Horsley – St Martin’s 

St Martin’s Church is Grade II* listed and can seat 

over 200. It has medieval origins but was largely 

rebuilt in 1839.  

The church benefited from an award-winning 

refurbishment in 2010, which included a new 

underfloor heating system, kitchen and toilets. 

This project, creating the Horsley 3in1, has given 

the village a light and airy shared space for use by 

the community, school and Church.  

It has been fundamental to the school which 

previously had no hall facilities, but now has use of 

the nave during school hours for assemblies, 

lunch, gym, music classes and other whole school 
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events.  The community uses it for activities such as Pilates classes, concerts, meetings 

and celebrations. 

The organ was renovated in 2013, and a completely new sound system was installed in 

2017. The church has an eight-bell tower which is used as a training facility for the 

Stroud branch of the Gloucester and Bristol Diocesan Association, and the bells are 

rung regularly. 

Kingscote – St John the Baptist 

The Church building is a small Grade II* listed building of Medieval origins and heavily 

restored in 1860. The Belfry is being restored to bring the two bells back into safe use. 

A WC needs to be installed, and we know 

where it could be situated, but there are no 

main drains available in the village.  

The church is in good repair having been 

recently redecorated with improved lighting 

and sound systems. The church is very 

popular for weddings, as the Kingscote Barn 

and Matara Centre wedding venues are 

nearby. 

The Village Hall was once a community 

reading room donated to the Parish Council 

by the Kingscote Family, over 100 years ago. 

It is now well used as a community place, used for PCC meetings, various clubs, 

rehearsal space, film shows, etc, and is fully self-funding. 

The Benefice Vicarage 

A large new vicarage has recently been built in the grounds of the old vicarage in 

Nailsworth, together with a further 4 new detached houses.  

The property has the advantages of underfloor heating, a modern security system and 

a double garage. 

The vicarage is located about 

150 metres from St George's, 

and is within easy walking 

distance of the town centre. It is 

also adjacent to King George V 

Playing Field with tennis courts, 

children’s play area, football 

pitch and skateboard park, and 

comes with views of the fields 

and woods beyond. 
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Worship 

The services in the Benefice have been somewhat reduced during the interregnum, and 

current services are as follows:  

Nailsworth Services 

Services in Nailsworth are as follows: 

 1st Sunday  – 8am Holy Communion BCP  

 – 11am Family Service of the Word 

 2nd Sunday  – Holy Communion (CW) 

 3rd Sunday  – Family Communion (CW) 

 4th Sunday  – Holy Communion (CW) 

There is also a well-attended (20-30) Eucharist at 10am on a Wednesday.  

An average of 50 people attends a normal Sunday. Special annual services include the 

Town Carol service and Remembrance Sunday.  

In 2017 there were 6 weddings, 19 funerals and several baptisms.  

Horsley Services 

With the departure of the past incumbent, the schedule of services at St Martin's has 

been reduced from four each month (including Messy Church) to two: 

 1st Sunday  – Holy Communion (CW) at 9.30am  

 4th Sunday  – Evensong at 6pm 

In 2017 the average attendance for regular Holy Communion Services was 13 and for 

Evensong was 9. During that year eight services attracted over 50 people, including 80 

for Mothering Sunday, 90 for the Carol Service and 250 for the Crib Service. In the 

recent past 'Messy Church' on Thursdays has been attracting 25-40 participants, and 

we would like to re-start these. There were 4 baptisms, 2 weddings and 6 funerals in 

Horsley during 2017.  

Kingscote Services 

The schedule of services at St John the Baptist has been reduced from four services 

per month to two: 

 2nd Sunday  – Holy Communion (CW) at 9.30am 

 3rd Sunday  – Family Service at 9.30am 

On average, 10 people attend on a normal Sunday. During 2017 there were 3 baptisms, 

13 weddings but no funerals at Kingscote. 

Benefice Services 

The 5th Sunday is a Benefice service at 11am in one of the three churches. 
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Church Tradition 

We are open to ideas and, although we are mainly middle Anglican in style of worship, 

we are willing to experiment with other ways of worship. We would like to develop our 

Family /All Age Services to engage with young families within the Benefice. 

Either Eucharistic vestments or alb and stole are worn at Nailsworth with the Priest 

facing west and the Sacrament is reserved.  At Kingscote and Horsley, Eucharistic 

vestments or alb and stole are worn with the Priest facing east and the Sacrament is 

not reserved. 

Community Outreach 

We are fortunate to have an excellent relationship with the other Christian churches in 

Nailsworth (Roman Catholic, The Society of Friends and Christ Church LEP) under the 

Churches Together scheme. We therefore frequently work and worship together and 

we believe this is an important part of the life of our church. We have already 

mentioned ‘Open the Book’ and the Thursday Prayer Group, but we also: 

Celebrate the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity by sharing services in each of the four 

worship centres.  

 Jointly celebrate Women’s World Day of Prayer in March. 

 Join together for lunches. 

 Share an ecumenical Lent Course, culminating with a Walk of 

Witness on Good Friday.  

Recently, Christ Church and St George’s have combined services twice a year and 

recently have jointly supported the work of PSALMS in Nailsworth. 

Nailsworth has two residential care 

homes plus various sheltered 

housing and community care 

centres. There is a weekly Day 

Centre supported by volunteers 

from the local churches at one of the 

sheltered housing schemes. 

PSALMS (Putting Sport Alongside 

Local Ministries) is a local Christian 

organisation which partners with 

various local churches and with 

Gloucester Diocese and Scripture 

Union is vital to our outreach work, 

particularly with children and young 

people.  

For the past 10 years St George’s and Christ Church have jointly provided funding to 

employ a PSALMS Sports Minister part time within Nailsworth. We also benefit from 

the work of Trainee Sports Ministers and Interns, both within our town and in area 

wide activities which PSALMS leads. The congregation from both churches are 

involved in working with PSALMS to deliver all the following: 
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Weekly clubs based at the Primary school: 

 Club Pulse - for school year 7 to 9 

 Pulsar Club - for school year 4 to 6 

 Basketball / cricket club – school year 7 to 9 

 Basketball club – school year 4 to 6 

 Netball club – adults 

 Family fitness – children and adults 

Messy Church once every two 

months at the Nailsworth primary 

school. 

Holiday clubs, twice a year in the 

February and October half terms, 

using Scripture Union material. 

Yearly events: 

 Pulse games - a morning of 

sports based games and 

a chance for the children to 

learn more about the bible 

in the discovery zone.  

 Pulsar weekend away – activities and bible study. This year 

we looked at 3 questions. Is science or the Bible right? Why 

does God let bad things happen to good people? Why doesn’t 

God let everyone into heaven?  

The PSALMS staff in Nailsworth are paid for by charitable giving from within the 

congregations of St. George’s and Christ Church. 

Schools 

Nailsworth Primary 

This is a CofE Voluntary Controlled school with 180 pupils and is situated in Forest 

Green half a mile from the town centre. The Head Teacher welcomes spiritual teaching 

within the school both by lay and 

ordained ministers. For many years 

Ofsted inspections have been both 

positive and successful in their results. 

We believe outreach to our school is 

vital and as a result we have 

established close links with the school 

and are always made to feel welcome. 

The Parish Priest has taken regular 

assemblies and the ecumenical ‘Open 

the Book’ team enact Bible stories on 

a weekly basis and recently celebrated 
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10 years of this activity. We always enjoy this special time in the school and have 

received positive feedback from the teachers and the children.  

Each week we run a Christian afterschool club known as Club Pulsar. 

The school has a singing club which performs both in the school and 

in church. 

Each year we run at least one of the ‘Experience the festival’ 

programmes for which years 4, 5 and 6 normally walk down to the 

church, although in 2013 we used ‘Experience Easter Outside’, and 

our prayers were answered with a dry day! We often run a craft 

making activity concurrently or as a separate event. This year we 

worked with year 5 and the Pulsar club to produce a series of banners 

and an Altar frontal in time for the school Christmas service, which was enjoyed by our 

congregation throughout the Christmas period. 

In addition to Christmas the school have Easter and Harvest services in the church, 

during the school day, which all pupils and a good number of parents attend.  

Horsley Primary 

Horsley Primary is a CofE Voluntary Aided school with over 100 pupils, situated in the 

heart of Horsley village, adjacent to St Martin’s Church. The school has strong ties with 

the village community and engages with its residents at various times throughout the 

year. As part of the 3in1 project, the school 

uses the church each weekday during term 

time as a space for worship, a gymnasium, 

a dining hall and also as an additional 

teaching space.  

Founded in 1752, the school is the second 

oldest in Gloucestershire and, unusually, its 

buildings are owned by a charitable trust, 

administered by a group of trustees all of 

whom are residents of the village.  

Following the appointment of a new head teacher in September 2016, the school has 

continued to thrive and build on its many successes. Our Reader leads whole-school 

collective worship on alternate Monday afternoons. The school is visited each week by 

the Nailsworth ecumenical ‘Open the Book’ team and the ‘Experience’ team delivers an 

annual special event in the Church.  

Non-church Schools 

Adjacent to St George’s is The Acorn School which is a private school for children aged 

6 to 18 with a strong emphasis on the principles of Steiner education. 

Beaudesert Park Preparatory School (400 pupils) has just celebrated 100 years in the 

parish and has had close links with the church in the past and still uses St. George’s for 

their annual carol service. 

Secondary education for the town is accessed in numerous locations including 

Tetbury, Stroud, Wotton-under-Edge, Cirencester and Gloucester, with a choice of 

comprehensive and grammar schools. 
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Financial 

In St George’s there is a Stewardship scheme running and this is well supported by the 

congregation, with a significant amount being gift aided. Both St John the Baptist and 

St Martin’s also have regular gift aided giving. 

We follow the Diocese of Gloucester guidelines on expenses. Our aim is to live within 

our means, endeavour to pay our quotas and to be mindful of God’s blessings to us. We 

also aim to donate to charity at least ten percent of our giving. 

Our Parish Share quotas are met in full and have been as follows: 
  

Nailsworth Horsley Kingscote Benefice 

2015 £42,732 £3,360 £8,724 £54,816 

2016 £43,482 £4,360 £8,974 £56,816 

2017 £43,482 £4,627 £8,974 £57,083 

2018 £43,982 £5,280 £9,232 £58,494 

Useful Websites 

The Benefice 

Benefice Website: www.thenailsworthbenefice.co.uk 

Nailsworth  

Primary School: www.nailsworthschool.org.uk 

Town News: www.nailsworthnews.org.uk 

Town Council: www.nailsworthtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/nailsworthtown 

Festival: www.nailsworthfestival.org.uk 

Horsley  

Primary School: www.horsley.gloucs.sch.uk 

Village Website: www.horsleyparish.co.uk 

Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/1577802872453244 

Kingscote  

Village Website: www.kingscoteonline.co.uk 

Other 

PSALMS: www.psalms.uk.net 

-- 0 -- 

http://sites.google.com/a/psalms.uk.net/public-site/about-psalms

