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WELCOME

Welcome to the parish profile for the Berkeley benefice, 

formed in 2001, comprising the town of Berkeley and the 

surrounding area of Stone, Hill and a number of small 

hamlets.

Situated in a rural landscape mid-way between 

Gloucester and Bristol, our local economy is mostly 

farming and tourism. We are well connected to the 

motorway network and most people commute to work in 

the larger towns. 

Each parish has its own sense of community and identity 

and there is mutual support between them for church 

activities.  We are looking for a vicar who will help us on 

the next stage of our journey.
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ARE YOU… 
• A person with a heart for rural ministry and 

committed to building a strong pastoral 

presence in the three communities?

• A priest who will facilitate and lead a variety 

of worship styles in imaginative ways and 

ensure that all in our community feel 

included?

• A team builder, who can utilise others’ skills 

within the benefice to inspire and challenge 

us and develop our faith in God together?

• Able to bring collaborative leadership and 

oversight to a benefice with much potential?

• Able to build fruitful relationships with other 

churches in our community and the wider 

diocese?

• A prayerful person, an able preacher and 

teacher who feels drawn by the Holy Spirit to 

join us and help us for the next stage in the 

life of this benefice and our community? 
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Then we look forward to hearing from you.



THE BENEFICE
Within the benefice there are three separate 

parishes each with their own church building 

and governance. 

Berkeley has links with the two other local 

churches (Evangelical and Congregational) 

through ‘Churches Together in Berkeley’.  There 

are no other churches in Stone or Hill.

To supplement the church buildings, both Stone 

and Hill are able to use nearby village halls and 

Berkeley can hire local rooms or the Dr Jenner’s 

House Museum & Garden (Jenner Museum) when 

required.

There is a monthly benefice parish magazine, a St 

Mary's website and Facebook page.  

We even feature on TripAdvisor.
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THE CHALLENGE
Some church activities benefit from close 
working together across the benefice. However, 
there is more to be done to share resources 
and improve community engagement, 
particularly with those in the parish who have 
little connection with the churches.

There is opportunity to strengthen links with 
local primary schools and build a connection 
with those of secondary school age. There are 
active Scouts and Brownies in the benefice but 
church contact is limited.

We have good employment in the wider area, 
but high house prices and the low availability of 
local jobs means it is difficult for young people 
to stay in the locality. 

St Mary’s close proximity to Berkeley Castle means 

we see a significant number of weddings.  The new 

vicar will need to balance the demands and 

resources for these with the wider needs of the 

benefice. 

The rural nature of our area means some of our 

congregation live in and have links with smaller 

communities in the benefice. House building locally 

brings new opportunities to connect with new 

people. 

St Mary’s has a good working arrangement with 

Berkeley Castle and the Jenner Museum resulting in 

many visitors to our historic building who present a 

further opportunity for development.
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STAFF AND PEOPLE

Parish Staff consist of 1 SSM priest (due to retire March 2019) and two Readers who work across 

the benefice. There is a further Reader in training and informal worship and Messy Church are led 

by lay teams.  There is lay involvement in the intercessions, readings, administration of Holy 

Communion and help with service preparation.

Each church has its own separate PCC with officers, deanery synod representatives and 

safeguarding officers. Joint benefice PCC meeting have been held twice a year to discuss items 

affecting all three churches. The benefice has its own formula for allocation of Parish Share which 

has been paid in full. It is our custom to donate a proportion of our income to charity.

Berkeley has a Director of Music and part time deputy organist. Hill has a regular organist and at 

Stone three members of the congregation play the organ and some services are accompanied by 

piano and musicians. 18/07/2018 6



OUR HOPES FOR THE FUTURE

• To grow in faith and discipleship and better nurture our congregations

• To continue our diverse worship styles and explore this further to reach out into our parishes,  encouraging more 

people to share the journey

• To use our gifts and explore relationships across the parishes so we can effectively harness talents and skills across 

the benefice 

• To improve our community engagement and welcome all who worship with us. We are not always very good at 

offering invitations for people to just ‘come and visit’. We would like to be better at following up on baptisms

• To complete our various building development projects and improve our facilities so our buildings give us more 

flexibility to meet the needs of the community as well as our congregations 

• To further strengthen links with our schools; ‘Open the Book’ can be developed and our connection with 

teenagers improved
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With our new incumbent we want to explore our hopes for the future and begin to develop a more 
strategic vision for our benefice.  We have started embrace the LIFE Vision initiative and as a benefice 
we have identified the following areas to explore:



VICARAGE

The Vicarage for the benefice is located in 

Berkeley and is about 100m from the church 

close to local facilities. 

It is a purpose-built home with good sized 

secluded gardens. The house has two reception 

rooms, a study, a large kitchen and four 

bedrooms.

There is a garage and parking for several cars. 
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THE AREA
Berkeley, Stone and Hill
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BERKELEY
Berkeley is an old market town with a selection of local shops, 

community library, post office, primary school and an award 

winning pub.  There is a small health centre and a variety of 

active clubs and societies in the town. There are 

supermarkets and retail parks within easy reach.

Berkeley is popular with tourists having Cattle Country 

Adventure Park, Berkeley Castle and the Jenner Museum 

bringing in a steady flow of visitors. Sporting facilities include 

a gym, local football and cricket plus excellent cycling and 

walking opportunities. 

Housing is varied in type and predominantly privately owned 

with a new mixed development commencing at the entrance 

to the town.

The vicar is also invited to be an active participant in a 

number of local Berkeley and Stone charities.
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STONE & WOODFORD
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Stone lies on the A38, three miles from Berkeley.  Old 

properties surround a village green and church, with newer 

housing spreading outwards into farmland. Our C of E 

primary school, adjacent to the church, is classed by Ofsted 

as outstanding. 

A village hall is home to the Woodford Silver Band, a 

thriving playgroup, our annual harvest supper and a host of 

societies for weekly or monthly meetings.  Our parish 

council maintains a play area.

Stone’s nearest neighbour, Woodford, has a scattering of 

cottages and new houses and lies close to Michaelwood 

service station on the M5. It is home to Stone cricket club.

Our two villages work as one, and include several small 

businesses. Most of the population commutes to work. 



HILL

. 
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Hill is a beautiful rural hamlet scattered over 3.5sq miles 
of farmland and wooded areas. The nearest towns are 
Berkeley and Thornbury. The church is at the centre of 
village life together with the village hall, whose activities 
are intertwined.  Hill’s monthly cream teas fundraising 
event is popular with many locals and passing cyclists.

The 13th century church of St Michael is at the centre of 
the village. There is little infrastructure with facilities 
being in Berkeley and Thornbury. Many families in Hill 
have lived here for generations and there is a strong sense 
of community. Former residents maintain their links with 
Hill and are supportive in attending and giving to St 
Michael’s. 

Replace with village picture



CHURCHES
St Mary’s Berkeley, All Saints’ Stone and St Michael’s Hill
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ST MARY’S BERKELEY

St. Mary’s is an imposing building with its oldest parts dating back to 

Anglo Saxon times and has fine medieval wall paintings.  It stands 

adjacent to Berkeley Castle and has a separate bell tower with a ring 

of ten bells. St. Mary’s has a strong musical tradition, with a good 

adult choir and Director of Music. 

The church is open every day. The bell tower and ring of 10 bells  

have recently been restored as have the table tombs.  The church is 

in good condition having had new wiring, lighting and a sound 

system in recent years.  The churchyard is maintained by Stroud 

District Council and a team of local volunteers.

We are working through various other repairs to the church building 

and are currently engaged in a ‘West End Project’ to provide a much 

needed meeting and social space.  The heating, organ and wall 

paintings will need attention in the next few years.
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Confirmation 2017
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Chancel Holy communion

Nave altar Concert 



ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH STONE
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The chancel, established as a Chapel of Ease to Berkeley, dates 

from the thirteenth century. A tower and spire were added early 

in the 15th century.  The church is in good repair and has an 

open and recently expanded graveyard and memorial garden. 

The church is open daily.  Each year we hold a candlelit 

Christingle service for the benefit of the Children’s Society and 

the Stone Parochial Charity distributes monies to the church, 

the vicar’s fund and village students. 

Plans are in hand to improve facilities and fund-raising for a new 

loo and kitchen area has begun. Rent for accommodating Rural 

Broadband transmissions via the tower contributes to our funds.

We have a friendly and enthusiastic group of regular 

worshippers, and we seek ways to encourage more folk to join 

us. We nurture an active team of bell ringers and our ‘Let’s 

Ring!’ initiative to inspire local teenagers to ring is completing its 

second year.

All Saints'

Round the back 'Let's Ring!' Year 2

Stone and Woodford band Christingle



ST MICHAEL'S HILL
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The church remains open during day times to provide a 

welcoming yet peaceful setting for visitors and parishioners alike. 

The church building and adjacent churchyard enjoy stunning views 

over the Severn Vale. They are all maintained through the 

voluntary effort of our community.  Regular fundraising events are 

well supported and include monthly cream teas, plant sales, an 

annual produce show and harvest supper.

In 2017 we launched a fundraising campaign ‘Comfort & Joy’ to 

install mains water, a kitchenette and lavatory at the church; 

crucial facilities to help us broaden our ministry.  An active 

Women’s Institute is shared with the neighbouring village of 

Rockhampton.

Recent initiatives to strengthen the family appeal of our festival 

services, with clearer communication about our weekly services, 

have been successful.

St Michael’s Hill

Teas

Teas Produce Show

Christmas Weddings



SCHOOLS
In Berkeley there is a county primary school and 

Stone has a voluntary controlled single Academy 

Church of England primary school where the vicar 

is one of the Foundation Governors and a trustee 

of the Academy.

Berkeley primary school occasionally holds 

services in the church and has ‘Open-the-Book’ 

sessions.

Stone church maintains contact with their school 

via ‘Open-the-Book’ sessions and the school uses 

Stone church for occasional services.  The school 

would like to see the new vicar supporting them 

in worship  and participating in the development 

of the RE curriculum and the requirements of 

SIAMS.

Secondary school provision is outside the 

benefice with most pupils travelling by bus to one 

of three good state schools in the nearby towns.  

A selection of grammar and private schools are 

further afield. 

On the outskirts of Berkeley there is a recently 

established technical college (Berkeley Green 

UTC).
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WORSHIP
The benefice provides a selection of different 

services to accommodate as many of the 

parishioners as possible.

These include Holy Communion, informal worship 

and Morning and Evening Prayer. We also have civic 

services at Remembrance time and various special 

services throughout the year to celebrate major 

festivals. Both Common Worship and the Prayer 

Book are used.

Berkeley uses Common Worship Order 1 with hymns 

and a sung congregational communion setting and 

motet.  This is led by a robed choir with organ.  The 

celebrant usually wears a cassock alb and stole 

although many of the congregation would like to see 

vestments used once again.   

Stone and Hill use traditional words with hymns 

accompanied on the organ and vestments are 

usually used.  

Benefice communion services vary and try to 

include a wider range of hymns and songs and 

occasionally a dramatised reading.  The PCCs are 

considering how these may be further developed.

2018 saw the start of a very successful weekday 

monthly ‘Coffee and Communion’ with hymns at 

Berkeley co-ordinated by the pastoral care team. 

Morning Prayer at Berkeley is often accompanied 

by choir and organ. Choral Evensong or Evening 

Prayer are held in Berkeley.
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ALL AGE WORSHIP
The Berkeley Eleven service is an informal service 

with contemporary worship music which  adds to the 

diversity of worship styles offered at St Mary’s. Once 

a month this service takes the form of Communion.  

Occasionally a baptism may be included. 

On the first Sunday of the month there is Messy 

Church which attracts a growing number of families 

with younger children.

Stone provides an informal service on the third 

Sunday of the month. Local musicians support the 

singing.

These services are led by lay teams and/or licensed 

ministers (usually unrobed).
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CHURCH GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES
Pastoral Care Team: Members provide home communion to 
the house-bound and a local nursing home. There is some 
visiting and each baptism family receives a visit. They also 
organise the monthly Wednesday communion service and 
occasional coffee mornings.

Events Group: This group organises most of our larger fund 
raising and engagement activities. These include the various 
community fairs as well as the monthly Sunday afternoon 
teas held in St Mary’s church through the summer.  Group 
members also co-ordinate refreshments for festivals and 
help with concerts in the church.

We also run Lent lunches and support mission partners.  
There are a number of study groups running throughout the 
year for those at different places in their spiritual 
development.

Choirs: At Berkeley we have a good choir who sing once 
each Sunday. They also sing at weddings when required.  
We are considering a junior section and would like to 
develop the use of instruments. At Stone a small choir 
is formed for major festivals and occasionally joins with 
Berkeley choir for benefice events.

Bell Ringing: We have active teams of bell ringers in 
both Berkeley and Stone who ring most Sundays and for 
weddings.  Both towers have regular visiting ringers and 
have started to train new members. The Berkeley tower 
has recently been refurbished.  

There are also active teams of church cleaners, flower 
arrangers, gardeners, refreshment providers and other 
helpers drawn from our communities that support 
church activities.
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COME TO OUR BENEFICE…

If you would like to:

• strengthen the churches’ engagement with our friendly community and encourage working across the 

benefice

• Embrace, develop and enhance our diverse worship styles

• stimulate and nurture the skills, gifts and talents of the congregations 

• inspire us to grow in our faith and discipleship

• Lead the develop of a vision for our benefice and plan together effectively for the years ahead

and be part of a welcoming rural community, this could be the opportunity for you.
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BENEFICE DATA

Notes:  
1) Population numbers are estimates, different sources vary. New build expected to increase 
Berkeley & Stone populations. Stone has a slightly older age profile than Berkeley or Hill. 
2) Attendance figures are Jan-July 2018.
3) Special services e.g. Lent music, All Souls & Advent carols draw larger congregations.
4) Annual attendance at other local attractions are Cattle Country 100k, Berkeley Castle 40k and 
Jenner Museum 4k.

Berkeley Stone Hill Notes

Population 3100 700 100 Majority age group is 45-59.  

Electoral roll 90 56 28

Usual Sunday attendance

Holy Communion 38 (29-48) 20 (15-22) 6-10
Benefice services average 60.  Matins figures for 
Berkeley and Stone are the same as Holy Communion 

Informal Worship 31 (21-39) 20 (15-22) n/a With Baptisms - 70+, Messy church ~55

Evensong 23 n/a n/a Without choir 6 - 10

Monthly Wednesday 
Communion

20 (15- 26) n/a 2 At Berkeley - across benefice attendance

Other offices

Baptisms (12 Months) 11 4 1

Weddings (12 Months) 25 3 2 Includes Wedding Blessings

Funerals (12 Months) 13 4 4 5 Additional services at crematorium


