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Location 

Churchdown is a sought after residential village to the East of Gloucester towards 

Cheltenham with excellent commuting links as adjacent to the M5. The population is 

around 13,000 of whom 5,000 live in the Parish of St. Andrew and St. Bartholomew, 

with a wide range of socio-economic groups and housing styles which have higher 

house prices than Gloucester. The village of Churchdown has several shops; Coffee 

Shop; Public House; Schools; Retirment Homes; Forces housing, parks and a Church 

Charity Shop. 

 

The Parish contains one infant school, one junior school and two secondary schools.  

St. Andrew is the Church of England Parish Church situated in the village centre, a 

place of worship built in 1904. 

 

St Bartholomew is the historic Parish church 

situated on Chosen Hill which was built 

around the 11th Century. 

 

St. Andrew’s has a church centre which 

opened in 2001, consisting of many func-

tion rooms used by the church and local 

community.  They include a large hall; small 

hall; small worship room; lounge area and 

kitchen facilities.  We also have loft rooms 

where the youth and children groups meet.  

 

St. John’s is the other Anglican church in 

Churchdown which includes the village of 

Innsworth. There is also a lively Catholic 

Church and a Methodist Church.  Together 

we form a Churches Together group which 

attempts combine activities together wherever practical.  The Good Friday Walk of 

Witness is probably the most successful event carried out together along with the 

Summer Innsworth Holiday Club. 
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Worship at St. Andrew 

Broadly an evangelical church which was reordered in 2012 whereby the chairs can be 

re-arranged to host various Worship Events in varying styles throughout the year for all 

ages.  The worship on Sunday consists of both traditional and contemporary services to 

suit all.   

 

The electoral roll is 500 with the weekly attendance being around 400 including children.  

Approximately 35% of our congregation live outside of Churchdown. 

 

On Sunday we have the following worship services which includes prayer for individuals: 

   9am   Common Worship Holy Communion with Choir (60+ attend) 

   10.30am Modern Worship with Children’s Groups (250+ attend) 

   7pm      FUEL an informal evening worship (80-100 attend) 

Traditional BCP midweek communion on Thursday at 10am (15 attend) and we also 

have daily 9am prayer and provide home communion to those house bound. 
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Welcome  

Following the morning Services at St. Andrew’s we serve tea and coffee where the 

congregation can get to know each other.  The evening Fuel service has refresh-

ments and cake prior to the service which enables people to meet and greet one 

another.   

New people are invited to our popular Newcomers 

afternoon Tea at the Vicarage which occurs several 

times a year. 

 

Choir & Organists 

There is a faithful group who sing in the choir at our 

9am service at St. Andrew and also sing at St. Barthol-

omew services.   

We are fortunate to have two organists who play for us 

at St. Bartholomew and St. Andrew where the organs 

are of Cathedral standard.   

 

Worship Music Teams 

The music at the other services is modern and served by a group of musicians serv-

ing in several musical worship groups.   

The worship at St. Andrew’s is a strong feature 

of our ministry and attracts many from beyond 

the Parish.   

Four times a year we hold ‘A Space To Live In’ 

which is a worship event where people gather  

over an extended time of several hours and we  

also hold a Lent 24/2 prayer event. 
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Worship at St. Bartholomew 

There are three BCP services each month, these being 11am Matins, 3.30/6pm 

Evening Prayer and 3.30pm/6pm Evening Communion with a small congregation of 

20-25 people.  Robes are only worn at St. Bartholomew for Sunday services. 

We have a dedicated team of bell ringers at St. Bartholomew Church. 
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Other Services at St. Andrew’s and St. Bartholomew’s 

Baptisms   12 approximately per year 

Funerals   30 

Weddings  15 

Babies are baptized and we offer full immersion baptisms for adults and youth n a 

portable pool and also within a private swimming pool. 

Confirmation usually takes place once a year within our Fuel Service. 

We may marry divorcees, but only after discussions and a willingness of partners to 

become fully involved within church life. 

St. Bartholomew has a Church Yard for burials and internment of ashes and funeral 

services are also taken at the Crematoriums in Gloucester and Cheltenham. 

 

 

St. Andrew’s and St. Bartholomew’s Churchdown 
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Our Staff Team 

At St. Andrew we currently have a staff team who work varying hours.: 

Vicar Rev. Canon Jonathan Perkin (Vicar from 2005 and made Canon 2017) 

 Jonathan hosts a local group of clergy. 

Two Administrators 

Children’s Worker 

Youth Pastor 

Creative Pastor 

Verger 

Caretaker 

We are also ably assisted voluntarily by: 

Pastoral Assistant 

Two Church Wardens and an Assistant Church Warden 

Over the last years we employed a female Associate Minister who was a valuable 

part of the St. Andrew’s team and we also benefitted from the ministry of a female 

Reader.   

The Diocese owns the Vicarage and another house which will be for the Associate 

Minister.  This is ideally situated in the heart of the village. It has four bedrooms, 

sitting room, kitchen, dining room, and a utility room with a toilet and shower room 

attached. The garden is mostly lawn with border shrubs. There is a garage with   

ample parking at the front of the house. 

 

Church Family 
Includes people of all ages, but with a significant rise in the 18-30 age range.  We 

are in the privileged position of having  a growing children’s and youth work with 

100+ children and young people.  Members of the congregation mostly work locally 

in either Gloucester or Cheltenham and include professions in NHS, GCHQ, educa-

tion and the military.  ARRC (Allied Rapid Reaction Corps) just two miles away in 

Innsworth.   

Pastoral care is important to us and we regularly provide support through the provi-

sion of meals and home/hospital visits.  We also provide mentoring and this is cur-

rently being expanded throughout the Church following recent training. 

 

St. Andrew’s and St. Bartholomew’s Churchdown 
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Church Centre at St. Andrew 

The Centre was built in 2000 adjoining the main Church and provides a wonderful resourceful 

array of rooms used by Church groups and the local community.  The main hall can seat 150  

people, though this number reduces significantly if tables are in use.  The Centre also has two 

smaller rooms, a small quiet chapel and a well equipped kitchen which often provides meals for 

up to 100 people.  Weekly meals are voluntarily prepared in our kitch-

en for the community at Babies and Toddlers Lunch Together (BLT); 

Friday’s Kitchen and also ‘Come and Meet Each Other’ (CAMEO) for 

the elderly.   

We also have a Voluntary led Coffee Shop which uses Fairtrade tea, 

coffee and sugar.  The Coffee Shop also hosts our own Traidcraft Stall 

and has an area of toys  for children to play and a  knitting group 

meets during the morning who knit and crochet items  for charities. 
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St. Andrew’s and St. Bartholomew’s Churchdown 
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Church Family Activities 

We have 20 very active mid-week ‘Connect Groups’ which are pastored by three cou-

ples who oversee about 7 groups each and vary from craft connect groups to faith & 

fitness and home study groups. 

Each year we run Alpha; Freedom In Christ; Marriage; Lent; Spiritual Gifts Courses and 

also run an occasional Divorce Recovery Course. 

The well attended Women’s Breakfast with guest speakers run throughout the year, 

together with our annual Women’s Day and Women’s Advent Craft evening where 180+ 

attend from around the County. 

Men’s Breakfast with guest speakers take place throughout the year and ‘Who Let the 

Dad’s Out’ provides a monthly session for Dad’s and their Children. 

Each week a wood work group; whose members suffer from chronic pain, meet to     

socialise, support each other and produce items with encouragement and assistance. 

 



Time Away 

Annually have church family members of all ages  attend various events including  the New 

Wine festival, Spring Harvest and Lea Abbey.  For families with younger children we have a 

camping weekend at Viney HIll Christian Centre and  we also enjoy our Church Weekends at 

Hothorpe Hall which in 2017 was well attended by all ages.  We even had a surf training day in 

Devon! 

 

The Youth have varied trips and breaks and we annually organize Soul Survivor; Viney Hill 

Christian Youth Centre weekend; and visit other Churches for REVIVE evenings of worship and 

we even host our own REVIVE youth day each year.  The Youth also attend an annual ice-

skating trip. 

 

Community Events 

In 2017 we successfully ran Alpha within the Village Public House 

where we also hold our annual carol singing evening which is always 

a full house.   

The local Infant and Junior School  have regular visits to St. Andrew’s 

for their Easter; Harvest and Christmas services and children come 

along and help at our Babies Lunch and Toddler session and Friday’s 

kitchen.  Every week our team of Open the Book visit and perform  

during the school assemblies.  Local Secondary and Grammar 

schools also have our Youth Pastors visit weekly for Christian Union meetings.  During the 

Summer we are involved with the Churches join Together holiday club in Innsworth. 

The extremely successful Party in the Parish is hosted by volunteers at St. Andrew’s each May 

with plenty of fun activities and a BBQ. 
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Children and Youth at St. Andrew 
 

 

 

We are blessed with an abundance of children and youth who attend St. An-

drew’s each week through various groups.  On Sunday our volunteers run six 

age groups together with a creche.  Children are involved within community pro-

jects and  in 2017 raised awareness for the Gloucestershire Autism Support 

group by collecting recyclable items to raise funds. 

The Youth have several Bible Study groups and a large Friday night youth group 

runs for the community most Fridays during term time.  There are also opportu-

nities for the youth to be involved with a Youth Music Worship Band and also 

help out with various activities at Church including raising awareness and sup-

port for Gloucester City Mission and Food Bank.  Some of our youth also go 

onto help with mission work abroad. 



St. Andrew’s and St. Bartholomew’s Churchdown 
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‘a great place where 

children learn about the 

problems with poverty and 

how we can actively make 

a difference’ 

“Vibrant, caring place of worship  in a traditional 

and creative way, for all ages and backgrounds” 

“Absolutely love the Fuel Service which 

is a great way of praising God for the 

strength that I have    received in the 

week” 

Space To Live  “Place where I can just ‘be still’ reflect 

and pray in a spiritual way” 

What people say…... 
Jonathan and Susie are 

a great team—Jonathan 

is fantastic at teaching 

and we often listen to his 

Sermons online and 

Susie has a very caring 

heart so we are blessed 

with fantastic pastoral 

care. 



Eco Church 

We received the A Rocha Silver Eco Church Award in 2017 and we are now working 

towards the Gold level.  Over the years we have strived to become a greener church 

through recycling, hosting talks on environmental issues, host our own Traidcraft stall, 

Twinned a toilet through Tear Fund and weekly Eco Tips go into our news sheet.  The 

Communion Wine is Fairtrade with the vineyard being nurtured by running ducks! 
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We thank God that we have been able to pay all of our bills in the past few 

years including our Parish Share, currently £70K.   

Our annual turnover is approximately £300K.  The finances are healthy and we 

encourage giving through the Planned Giving Scheme through the Diocese.   

The Financial Report submitted to the Annual Parochial Committee Meeting for 

2016 is available from the Church Office.  The 2017 accounts are currently  

being finalised for the  Year End—December 2017. 

Approximately £20K is given to our Mission Partners which include partners 

abroad and in this country.   

 

 

Finances 



Mission and Ministry 

As a church and through our mission partners (both locally and internationally)  we are involved in 
mission and ministry. Our mission work aims to bring the message of the gospel to a world in 
need of the love and truth of Jesus.  Our ministry work focuses on demonstrating Christ’s love to 
those in need through service, care, support and transformation. 

The mission committee coordinates our mission and ministry partnership links with individuals and 
organisations – supporting them through prayer and financial, administrative and pastoral        
support. The mission team also raises the profile of mission and ministry within the congregation 
and organises the annual Mission Weekend, where our link-partners are represented to highlight 
their work locally and internationally. 

The church is inspired through regular communication, visiting speakers and events to see how 

we are a part of an even greater work that God is doing across the world. 

 

St. Andrew’s and St. Bartholomew’s Churchdown 
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Who we help: 

 

 

 



St. Andrew’s and St. Bartholomew’s Churchdown 
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Vision Plan 2014-2018 

Up  Faith               Work 

In  Love    Labour 

Out  Hope              Endurance 

‘UP’: Worship and Prayer 

 

 Insert baptism pool in the church, and glass doors at south entrance. 

 Introduce worship, youth and children’s interns 

 Increase the level of prayer in the church 

 Introduction of ‘Messy Church’ and other innovative services. 

 Mentoring scheme to encourage individual accountability in faith. 

 

 

 



St. Andrew’s and St. Bartholomew’s Churchdown 
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‘IN’: Unity and Fellowship 
 

 Cover the courtyard for extra rooms 

 Use of social networking to encourage fellowship e.g. Facebook,   

Twitter, website etc 

 Continue to develop Connect Groups. 

 Possibility of Centre Manager to oversee the use of the buildings. 

 Introduce new and exciting social events to foster unity and fellow-

ship. 

 

‘OUT’: Mission and service 

  Love GL3 and community involvement. Debt Counselling through 

CAP 

 Involvement in actions such as Foodbank and the homeless in 

Gloucester 

 ‘StarBarts’ café on the Hill 

 Mission Teams to serve overseas and home: Every member linked 

to a mission organisation. 

 Outreach beyond Alpha? 



St. Andrew’s and St. Bartholomew’s Churchdown 

The Parochial Parish Council (PCC) were asked what they thought what is going well 

within the parish and the responses included: 

• Growth in numbers attending 

• Children and Youth Work 

• Jesus-centred 

• Progression of spiritual life 

• Hope 

• Breadth of styles 

• All ages represented 

• Large volunteer base 

• Good teaching and worship 

• Warmth and care for each other 

• Presence within the village and Diocese 

• Work on being an Eco Church 

What others have said from our congregation and those who have visited: 

• Vibrant and welcoming Church 

• Busy social centre for our Village 

• Friendly caring place to be with people who take an interest in who I am 

• Activities to suit all ages and abilities 

• Amazing facilities  

• Encouraging young peoples leadership 

 

Present 
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Hopes for the Future 

St. Andrew’s and St. Bartholomew’s Churchdown 

 

•  Positive change—building upon the present strong foundations 

•  Additional pastoral ministry in an expanding church 

•  Prayer sessions to increase and to develop an active corporate prayer ethos 

•  Complementarity to the vicar 

•  Good teaching 

•  Pastoral leadership in the event of an interregnum 

•  New innovations to stimulate the congregation 

 

Future Projects 

The most immediate need is for more space to run our growing Children’s groups.  

The obvious solution is to build a conservatory style structure in the courtyard between 

the church and the centre.  This would cost around £75K which would be met by a 

special appeal to the congregation. 

 

The church chairs are often moved to make accessible space for varied events for 

hirers and church functions therefore future replacement of the current chairs to seat-

ing that can be stackable; light weight and Eco friendly. 

 

The New Associate Minister 
It is hoped that the New Associate Minister will bring: 

• A love for God and people 

• Strong preaching ministry, biblical, relevant and applied 

• Desire to help us improve in prayer 

• Experience of Spirit-led worship 

• Pastoral heart for giving people HOPE 

• Ability to build up and encourage others 

• Work as a member of the staff team 

• Introduce new innovative ideas to stimulate evangelism within our community  

outreach work 
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For further details please phone the Church Office 01452 712154 

 

Email:  admin@stastb.church 

Address:  St. Andrew’s Church, Station Road, Churchdown,  

  Gloucestershire, GL3 2JT 

Facebook: St. Andrew’s and St. Bartholomew’s Churchdown 

  St. Andrew’s Youth 

  St. Andrew’s Children 

Website:  stastb.church 


