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MINISTRY IN THE STROUDWATER TEAM

As with most multi-parish mission areas there are benefits and challenges. It
has been constituted as a Team since early 2017, comprising three
former mission areas and one parish, Stonehouse. Until recently
Stonehouse had a priest committed largely to ministry in Stonehouse,
but with Rev Charles Minchin’s retirement this parish is now served
wholly by the Team clergy.
Our full-compliment of stipendiary clergy should be Team Rector and
two Team Vicars. The Team Rector is Rev Stephen Harrison who has
been in post since August 2017, we have a Team Vicar in post, Rev Liz
Palin who has been with us for about 5 months. Our philosophy is to
see the stipendiary clergy as a team who minister to the entire Team,
using our combined skills and emphases to mediate change and
forward movement. There is plenty of scope for individual clergy’s
gifts and ministries to be given space in the Team. We are rostered
over the entire team for Sunday and mid-week services, carry a roughly
equal share of occasional services across the Team but tend to focus
naturally more closely to our residences when it comes to some
meetings and initiatives. The key is good communication and
honouring one another.
To keep communication live we meet every Tuesday morning for
morning prayer and a meeting with the administrator and once per
month the stipendiary clergy meet for breakfast. We have occasional
meetings with retired/PTO clergy who have a special interest or
ministry to particular parishes. At present this would be Rev Vernon
Lidstone (Framilode) and Rev Richard Bryant (Kings Stanley).
PCCs are led by and large by lay vice-chairs unless there is a particular
reason for clergy to be present, either at the PCC’s request, on our
own initiative, at the Rector’s request or if there is an issue or process
which needs our attention. Stipendiary clergy will be rostered on to
chair annual APCMs. We are busy setting up a Team Council to deal
with some financial issues and to have oversight over general
evangelism and discipleship initiatives. We have worked hard to keep
this group to the minimum legal requirement at 21 people.
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MAP OF MISSION AREA PARISHES



Cotswold Edge Mission Area, Haresfield, Standish, Moreton Valance, Whitminster
(Wheatenhurst), Eastington and Frocester



Severnside Mission Area, Arlingham, Framilode, Frampton on Severn, Fretherne and Saul.



Stanleys with Selsley Mission Area, Kings Stanley, Leonard Stanley and Selsley.



The Parish of St Cyr Stonehouse.
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STROUDWATER TEAM VICAR - PERSON PROFILE
We are looking for a strong and prayerful Priest who has proven skills as a leader and change
manager, who has vision, enthusiasm and resilience, and who will relish the challenges and
opportunities as a Vicar in this Team. An essential quality is a commitment to collaborative
ministry and working as part of a team. S/he will also share responsibility across the whole
team for developing vision and strategy.
The most important skill that we are looking for from our Team Vicar is to help our
Parishes develop and implement strategies for mission and evangelism.
Someone who
Has an Ability to Lead, Encourage and Inspire.
Embraces the rich diversity in the different parishes which cover both industrial and agricultural
areas and are increasingly home to a growing commuter population.
Has an understanding and empathy with the challenges of a changing rural environment and
the wide variety of people who live and work in it is essential.
Is a good listener, sensitive to others’ views.
Is able to communicate naturally across different backgrounds and age-groups.
Has an ability to bring people together.
Is energetic, approachable and open-minded with a willingness to learn.
Is compassionate, insightful and spiritual with a sense of humour.
We would like someone who
Recognises and utilises talent and builds on and nurtures existing strengths.
Encourages inter-parish co-operation.
Is capable and well organised but able to delegate.
Has a genuine interest and appreciation of the history and tradition of our parishes and
our buildings.
Values the breadth and richness of the Anglican Tradition and is willing to help us try
new things.
We need help to
Share our Faith and to keep the church at the heart of the community.
Reach out and foster links with the wider community, including other denominations and faiths.
Build on links with our schools and youth organisations.
Develop a vision for our own parishes and for the Stroudwater Team.
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PROFILE OF THE STROUDWATER TEAM Background Information
The Stroudwater Team consists of 15 parishes; 14 of them formerly 3 separate Mission Areas,
Cotswold Edge (6 parishes), Severnside (5 parishes), The Stanleys with Selsley (3 parishes) and
the parish of Stonehouse.
Description of the Stroudwater Team Area
Stroudwater Team churches are spread across an extensive area bounded by the Cotswold
escarpment to the east, with the village of Selsley being on the eastern extremity and Arlingham
in the west, which is enclosed by a loop of the River Severn. The area is of varied and stunning
natural beauty, ranging from the open common adjoining Selsley, the steep wooded escarpment
above the Stanleys and Frocester, and villages in the Severn Vale further to the West.
There is a rich history of both industry and agriculture in the area. Industry (engineering and
dairy based) is a major employer in the areas centred in and around the market town of Stroud
and Stonehouse (population of 8,000). Further large scale development is proposed in
Eastington which will mean that most of the population will be centred in the eastern part of
the area. There are significant transport and distribution businesses along the A38. Tourism is
a growth industry in much of the area, often replacing and supplementing traditional
agricultural activity.
Many professional people, active and retired, also live in the more attractive areas. There is a
wide spread of income, with pockets of considerable affluence and areas of deprivation.
Agriculture remains important in areas in the Severn Vale and outer Cotswold Edge parishes.
There are strong family ties and friendships across the area particularly in the farming
community and in some ways, it would appear, little has changed. However, with modernisation
of farming, improvements in transport and motorway access many people now work in local
towns and cities and children have moved away to pursue their careers. This can lead to
loneliness and isolation within the rural community, especially with an aging population
We hope to find a leader who understands both town and countryside and the challenges
facing its people.
To compensate for this depopulation of older established communities, many new people
have moved into the area because of the good schools, the beautiful scenery and the
excellent transport links, both road (M5, A38) and rail links to London, Gloucester the Midlands
and Bristol, creating a sizeable commuter population of both young professionals and families
with few links to the area. We are failing to connect with these families and younger people or
to address the needs of teenagers in our midst. We need to work together to change this and
make the church relevant and at the heart of the community.
We hope for a leader who will help us look outwards and welcome new people in the area.
The pressure on housing is intense, affordable housing is badly needed for local people and
there is pressure to meet government targets for new houses. The change in the makeup of
the population causes stresses and strains as well as, at best, invigorating communities bringing
new life and energy. A major challenge facing the Church in the area is how to bring different
people together, welcome everyone into the Christian community and share our faith. We also
need to reach out across parish boundaries in our own church communities.
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We hope to find a leader who will help us to join together to face, without fear, the challenges
within our changing communities and who will help us reach out to people with different
backgrounds.
We have some of the most beautiful and historic church buildings in England, many of
considerable architectural importance, and generations of churchwardens and village residents
have tirelessly raised large quantities of money to keep them safe and in good condition. In
outlying areas, they are often the only public building in the parish and some of these would
lend themselves to wider community use with certain adaptions. The beautiful churchyards are
sometimes the only public open space in the parish. In most cases, modernised or not, the
residents value our churches, even if they do not visit them often enough! They represent
Christian faith and continuity in a physical form. We need to find ways to utilise these unique
public spaces better and so safeguard them for future generations.
We hope to find a leader who will understand the importance of our heritage and help us to
work toward solutions.
We have talented congregations who share their expertise in many area including taking
services, music and singing, flower arranging, gardening, cooking, cleaning, listening, caring,
encouraging and offering friendship, organising events and fundraising.
We hope to find a leader who will help us to put our talents to good use and to develop our
spirituality and our understanding of what it means to be a Christian.
There is a wide range of different forms of worship within the parishes from modern language
and youth church to BCP communion, Morning Prayer, Eucharist, sung Evensong, all of which
have their place in the lives of the communities. Most people are willing to try new approaches
for different occasions and to make others feel comfortable; the breadth of approach should
be regarded as a strength rather than a weakness. We have no wish for imposed conformity.
Regular church attendance varies across the parishes but there is always a good attendance for
special services everywhere.
We hope for a leader who embraces diversity and values the breadth and richness of the
Anglican Tradition but is willing also to help us try new things and to work with us to keep our
faith fresh and alive.

MISSION AREA STATISTICS

Mission Area

Population

Electoral
Roll

Sunday
Baptisms Weddings
Attendance

Funerals*

Cotswold Edge

3586

147

67

14

24

14

Severnside

2820

191

57

10

10

34

Stonehouse

8000

56

32

4

8

22

Stanleys + Selsley

4175

155

84

13

6

29

Totals

18,581

549

240

41

48

99

* N.B. Funerals Include services at a Crematorium.
There are several wedding venues within the Mission Areas.
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ACCOMMODATION

Accommodation
St Cyr’s Vicarage, Elms Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire GL10 2NP
The property consists of a four bedroom detached house built in about 1975.
The property is arranged on two floors.
On the Ground Floor:
Entrance door gives access into a hall with solid floor. Off to the right hand side, to the front, is
a study. To the rear right hand side is the principal living room. This also has a solid floor with a
large window to the rear, this also incorporates a door. In this room is a sealed fireplace.
A communicating door gives access through to the dining room. This also has a solid floor
with a thermoplastic tiled finish. Along the corridor, to the front, is a ground floor cloakroom.
This contains a small handbasin with hot and cold supplies and a W.C. Then to the end is the
kitchen. This has a range of units . From this room access is gained through to the utility room
which was built on as an extension. This contains a sink and the usual plumbing facilities. There
is a side entrance door giving out to the yard. Access is also gained to the garage which is a
standard layout for a single car.
First Floor four bedrooms, bathroom and separate W.C.
Schools: There is a good selection of small, rural primary schools, most rated “Good” by
OFSTED. The nearest secondary schools are in Stroud & Stonehouse. The area is also well
served by fee paying schools, two grammar schools, Stroud College and a 6th form College in
Cirencester.
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THE COTSWOLD EDGE MISSION AREA

The Cotswold Edge Mission Area was formed 16 years ago, and is comprised of the 6 villages
of Eastington, Frocester, Haresfield, Moreton Valence, Standish and Whitminster. The villages
are separated by both the A38 and the M5 motorway and differ considerably in both size and
character, all with their own challenges. Geographically they are scattered over a wide area,
Moreton Valence is divided by the A38 and Whitminster is on the edge of this very busy road
while its church is some one and a half miles away. The communities within the area differ
widely; long established farming families with their own networks of extended families, transport
businesses, independent traders, showman families, professionals both active and retired,
commuters and young families living in both old and new housing. There are three schools,
Haresfield and Whitminster (both Church of England), and Eastington. There are plans for
extensive new housing between Eastington and Stonehouse.
Our churchwardens meet regularly. There is a good open relationship between the parishes.
Although everyone is concerned about the future, our churches are outward looking, friendly,
and welcoming to everyone.

Attendance at regular services tends to be the faithful few but special occasion services are
always well attended and anything involving music and or refreshment is popular with the
wider community. Eastington Choir is a great asset which could possibly be used more across
the Mission Area. Inviting children to read at Christmas, Easter and Harvest Festival services
encourages families to attend. SPAN, the monthly Parish Magazine is delivered to all homes.
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THE SEVERNSIDE MISSION AREA
www.severnsidebenefice.org

Five villages grouped around the peninsular of the River Severn – the largest being Frampton on
Severn, pop 1500 and Arlingham pop 500. We are rural villages with a number of small businesses and industries. A strong farming community remains in the area and the inhabitants are proud
of their heritage. Many families have lived here for generations and much of the area remains in
many ways unchanged over the years. However with the onset of quicker and easier travel, much
local employment now lies in the surrounding areas and commutable cities. In common with many
other rural communities there are challenging issues, including affordable housing for local people, loss
of local shopping and other facilities, limited public transport and ageing and declining congregations.
There is a huge variety of housing in the villages from Frampton Court to semi detached senior
citizen bungalows and everything in between. There remains a small supply of social housing in
the area. While it is apparently affluent on the surface there are areas of need across the parishes.
There are 4 pubs, a 2 rosette fish restaurant, a village shop, hairdresser, 3 Village Halls, a Community
Association Hall, several independent garages and a Church of England Primary school and
several play groups. There are also Farms for City Children and St Augustine’s Working Farm.
The Worship Resource Group meets to plan special services e.g. Advent Carol Service, Mothering
Sunday etc (which rotate around the churches on a 5 year cycle) and to review worship across the
Mission Area. Thirteen people have been trained to lead worship on Sunday having taken the
Leading Worship course from the diocese and have the Bishops Certificate.
There are some Mission Area services held outside of the churches; Good Friday Service on the
Green, Big Top Service when the circus comes to the village of Frampton, Remembrance Service
and Frampton feast, has traditionally been marked with a fair and a service that Sunday is now held
on the Dodgem’s. “Celebrate Sunday”, is an informal café style worship service with breakfast,
activities for children of all ages, worship on a theme relating to the readings with hymns both
traditional and modern, a talk and an opportunity for discussion.
An Outreach Group plans events to attract people who would not otherwise engage with the church.
The Men’s Breakfast meets bi-monthly and the bi-annual Ladies Lunches both with speakers have
been particularly successful. Other events include walks and film shows followed by discussion.
Other church activities form part of the social calendar of the villages and bring people together,
these include meals, pop up restaurants, bonfire and fireworks, Country Fair, Silent Auctions,
Christmas Craft Fair, Santa Specials, Christmas Tree Festivals, Flower Festivals, bacon butties and
coffee, coffee mornings, book exchanges etc.
We are committed to underpinning the ministry of the Mission Area with regular prayer. In addition
to lay-led weekday prayers in Arlingham, Frampton and Saul churches, there is a monthly breakfast
prayer meeting with a particular focus on the future growth and ministry of our churches within the
community. There are also two Bible Study groups which meet regularly.
The Mothers Union meets monthly at Saul Church for a Eucharist, followed by a speaker and often
meets with the Bright Hour Group from the Congregational Church, with whom we have good links
and share in a Lent Course and Good Friday Worship.
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We have close links with
Lakefield Church of England School
It is a thriving school with 200 pupils and has a Nursery attached. A team of volunteers lead a
weekly ‘Open the Book.’ The school regularly visits the churches for Christmas services and events
such as ‘Experience Christmas’ Easter’ etc. A member of the LMT visits the Nursery and Reception
classes for “Candletime” with Bible Stories and songs.
The Congregational Chapel – with whom we share Lent discussion groups, Good Friday Service,
Big Top service, Remembrance service, and the Bright Hour and Mother’s Union meet together
several times a year.
The Severnside Singers who sing at some of the major services and weddings during the year.
Scout and Guide movements who join us for parade services at Mothering Sunday and
Remembrance Sunday.
The Community Association in Frampton whose building Cadbury Hall we use for “Celebration
Sunday” and in the past Messy Church.
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THE STANLEYS WITH SELSLEY MISSION AREA

There is active involvement from members of the congregations with the wider community,
local schools, music, fundraising and different forms of worship for different age groups.
There is a lot of crossover between the parishes in our activities for children of all ages.
During term time, small children attend Time for Tots at St Georges Church, run by members
of St Swithun’s, older children can attend BFG (Be Friends with God) each month at Leonard
Stanley School (run by members of St George’s). There is also an Open the Book team
(in association with Kings Stanley Baptist church). There are seasonal craft activities. The
children follow ‘Experience Easter’.
The small regular congregations are open and welcoming to all comers but the aging
population is a problem from a resource point of view. Services on special occasions are well
attended and the churches provide an important focal point in the communities even for those
who do not attend regular worship.
We describe ourselves as ‘Middle-of -the road Anglican’ who value church tradition, but are
open to trying new things to attract new members of the congregation, and younger people
and families through their doors.
All three churches have well maintained beautiful buildings of architectural and historical
importance to the history of their surroundings, with All Saints Selsley being the last of the
great Cotswold Wool Churches boasting important Pre-Raphaelite stained glass windows
which attract visitors from all over the world.
All the parishes are set in beautiful rural surroundings but are easily accessible by car to Stroud
and wider transport links. However, in rural locations where public transport is difficult,
isolation of older, less mobile people can be a problem.
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THE CHURCH OF ST CYR
Stonehouse is a small town of approximately 3500 homes with around 8000 inhabitants. It is
located on the River Frome just as it enters the Severn Vale, close to the Cotswold Way and the
Stroud Navigation Canal, and has good road and rail links and a reasonable local bus service.
A big employer is the Mueller Dairy plus various light industries and small manufacturing
industries.
The High Street has a range of shops and services, including a Cooperative store, 2 butchers, a
greengrocer, several cafes, a solicitor, a Christian bookshop, Doctors and Dentists. There are 4
other churches and an active Churches Together Group. Stonehouse has a secondary school,
an infant and a junior school, 1 special school and 2 private schools.
St. Cyr’s Church is on the edge of the town, by the Stroudwater Navigation Canal and offers
services on a Sunday and a week day eucharist on Wednesday mornings. There is a large
open churchyard, maintained solely by volunteers, although a contractor is paid to cut the
grass. It has a friendly outward looking congregation, many of whom are involved in other
aspects of town life. There is an active Mothers’ Union branch and regular prayer and bible
study groups. We are a ‘middle of the road’ church and have an Lay Ministry Team that enjoys
experimenting with new ideas. We join forces with other churches to run Lent groups.

We are fortunate to have 3 licensed readers and a congregation that is happy to participate in
services by writing intercessions, reading and using the ideas for Experience Easter and
Experience Christmas. Our Christmas Eve Crib Service is a very special event, one of the
highlights of the year, and attracts many visitors to the church.
The church has a small but dedicated choir to lead the singing, an organ that can be both
played and programmed, and a thriving bell ringing group that practices weekly. Communion is
taken to the residential homes and sheltered housing units. We have good links with the Park
Junior School and Hopelands private school through Open the Book sessions and support
the PSALMS Strategic Youth Minister, also a weekly drop in session in Stonehouse for secondary
school pupils. St. Cyr’s Church has a good relationship with the local Town Council and the
church is used as a community venue by the History Society, the Canal Trust and other local
groups. Our plans for re-ordering the church aim to improve facilities at the back of the church
for our own and for community use. The church is open every day for people who wish to use it.
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THE CHURCH OF ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS, EASTINGTON
Parish Profile
The Cotswold Edge Mission Area

The People
We have an active Worship Group which meets bi-monthly to organise lay led worship
and services for our principal festivals and an active and committed congregation with
members who lead services, read, and welcome, some of whom are licenced to
administer communion in the parish.
We are fortunate in having two church organists and an active band of bell ringers who
practise on a weekly basis and ring on Sundays.
We have flower arrangers and volunteers who regularly provide refreshment after services.
Parish

The church is opposite a school with which we have built strong ties over the last 20 		
years. The school uses the church for special occasions. Many of the children are
involved in our popular Christingle service. We also have the William Morris House 		
Community College for young people with learning disabilities and a residential
home to assist adults with learning disabilities to live an independent life; some of these
residents attend Church and like to be involved. Eastington Park, a wedding venue 		
close to the church, provides the church with a large number of weddings each year.
Eastington is going to significantly increase in size over the next few years. Another 		
1300 houses and a new primary school are in the pipeline.
There is Methodist Church centrally located in the village.

Services
The close proximity of a wedding venue means we have a large number of wedding 		
ceremonies in the church and consquently the congregation usually includes young
couples who are about to be married. We are particularly pleased that some of these 		
have returned to worship with us at both regular services and major festivals. We also have
the pleasure of celebrating numerous baptisms. We host many special services througout
the year which are well attended and we hope to maintain our pattern of regular worship,
especially communion and the major festivals.
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Fabric

We have a large 13c Church with two beautiful ‘Denny’
stained glass windows and modern facilities, including
the Charlie Bullock Meeting Room (completed in 2002
and available for hire). The building is in serviceable 		
condition but requires constant maintenance.
There is an active Fundraising Committee which
organises and supports numerous events such as 		
BBQs, Quiz Nights, Christmas Tree Festival, Evenings at
Cleeve Cottage and concerts by the Cotswold Youth
Singers (who practice on Tuesday nights in Church).

15

THE CHURCH OF ST ANDREW, FROCESTER
Parish Profile
The Cotswold Edge Mission Area

The Parish of Frocester is a rural parish situated with Eastington to the North, Coaly/Uley to the
South, Leonard Stanley to the East and to the West is the A38. There is a population of 150
people which includes 8 long-established family run farms (one farmer resides in neighbouring
Leonard Stanley).
The village itself has a cricket club which is in in the process of building a new pavilion, a
branch of the Women’s Institute, Frocester Fayre farm shop and the largest Medieval Barn in
Gloucestershire. The village is also the site of the longest running archaeological dig in Britain
(now finally concluded). There are no housing developments within the village and none likely
in the foreseeable future.
The Church of St Andrew itself is situated close to the cross roads in the centre of the village
behind the newly refurbished pub/hotel. The small attractive church building dating from the
17th century but with evidence of much earlier worship on the site, seats c.100 people. There
is a small but faithful and friendly regular congregation with seasonal services well attended
(98 at the 2016 Crib Service). Burials take place in the St Peter's churchyard with its Saxon origins.
The people in the village value the church even if they do not attend regularly and there is a
strong mutually supportive community spirit. Although regular funding is precarious and there
is no regular fundraising activity, previous stewardship campaigns and funding for major capital
needs have generally been well supported. There is a good organ and a new and effective
central heating system. There are no catering facilities in the church and no dedicated parking.
Access is manageable with some assistance. The monthly parish magazine is delivered to
every home.
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THE CHURCH OF ST PETER, HARESFIELD
Parish Profile
The Cotswold Edge Mission Area

St Peter’s is a friendly, welcoming church, with small but ageing congregation (12 to 13) which
is very supportive. The church has organists of differing abilities, and good flowers and
refreshment teams. We can offer home visits and some pastoral support.
The Children’s Society box scheme has been in place for many years and is well supported.
A monthly village newsletter - Haresfield Herald - contains items of church news.
The Services are middle of the road, Common Worship modern language, but we are
adaptable and open to change. Three members take lay-led service. We share some services
with Standish.
The Building is C14th with extensive C19th alterations, in a beautiful churchyard. There are no
major fabric problems. We are financially sound. A team of volunteers care for churchyard in
the summer and work inside the building in the winter. The church officers and PCC are very
capable and can manage the administrative affairs of the church.
Haresfield Church of England Primary School and the church have built their relationship in
recent years e.g. Experience Easter & Christmas, the school uses the church for special services
and ‘I Sing Pop’ performances. Attempts to start Café Church were not successful.
Both churchwardens are Foundation Governors.
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THE CHURCH OF ST STEPHEN,
MORTON VALANCE Parish Profile
The Cotswold Edge Mission Area
The Village, which has strong rural roots but is
also home to a number of light industries and
significant transport businesses, spans the A38.
Mail drops are used to invite all the residents to
special services such as Christmas, Easter and
Harvest. Attendance at these services can be as
high as 30 - 40, with a gathering afterwards for
refreshments.
The congregation generally numbers between 10 and 12 depending on the time of year. The
church has a regular organist and a team of bell ringers. Individual members of the
congregation arrange for the collection of Children’s Society boxes and for “Shoeboxes at
Christmas” which provide gifts for the underprivileged. Both schemes are well supported.
The church officers and PCC manage the administrative affairs of the church efficiently. There
are various supporters of the Church in addition to the regular congregation who provide help,
via a rota, with cleaning and flowers. Visitors are always made welcome.
Traditional services and language are generally preferred by the current congregation.
However, we are flexible, open-minded and welcoming. Two services per month are lay-led,
one by a Churchwarden and the other by a regular visiting lay Preacher. The Morning Prayer
format is used for the lay led Services. We have one regular Eucharist a month. Mission Area
services alternating between all the churches in the Mission Area on the third (and fifth Sundays) each month are well supported.
The Church has a 12th Century Norman nave and chancel with later additions. There is an
attractive churchyard which is well kept and the subject of an annual “churchyard tidy” at which
a number of volunteers of all ages from the village join members of the congregation to keep
things under control.
The church building is the only public building in the village and is used during election times
and for planning meetings. We recently hosted an outreach event for the village in the church
with the Frampton Silver Band. This was separate from and in addition to our usual carol
service. We have regular village activities both fundraising and outreach.
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THE CHURCH OF ST NICHOLAS STANDISH
Parish Profile
The Cotswold Edge Mission Area
Standish has a population of 227 that is scattered across a substantial area in small hamlets.
Agriculture remains the single largest employment in the parish. The Church and associated
Church House (The Village Hall) are the centre of the ‘village’ and are the only public buildings
in the parish. The land on which the church stands was given to Gloucester Abbey in 823AD.
The current church building was completed in the mid-1320s. Immediately adjacent to the
church lies Standish Court, originally this was the monastic settlement that administered the
parish on behalf of the abbey.
Although St Nicholas has a small congregation we are enthusiastic
and committed. We have maintained a regular schedule of lay-led
services throughout the Vacancy. We hold a weekly Book of
Common Prayer Communion Service on Friday mornings. During
the summer months we hold an Evensong on the second Sunday of
the month and a Morning Prayer Service on the fourth Sunday. We
share our Harvest Festival and Carol Services with our
neighbouring parish of Haresfield. The Church is open all year
round during daylight hours.
We have close connections with our local Morton Hill Care Home where we provide a monthly
Holy Communion Service together with annual All Soul’s and Carol Services. We undertake
regular pastoral visits to residents, and members of the congregation have made themselves
available 24/7 if the need for emergency pastoral support arises. Moreton Hill specialises in
dementia care and we have developed a good working relationship with the management and
activities staff. The Home has one of the most stunning locations in the parish.
Standish plays an active part in the activities of the current mission area and we are confident
that we will continue to do so in the new Team Ministry. We are both able and willing to be flexible with our services. We have a large church building that is currently under-used. It could
be made into a suitable venue for concerts, recitals, drama and many other activities with great
possibilities for adapting and adding further facilities.
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THE CHURCH OF ST ANDREW, WHITMINSTER
Parish Profile
The Cotswold Edge Mission Area
Whitminster is a community of approximately 360 houses and is rapidly expanding.
Situated on the A38 and close to the M5 motorway it has become very much a commuter
village although set in surrounding farmland with strong rural roots. There is a village hall, a
shop, a pub, restaurants, an events venue and takeaways all on the A38 at the cross roads. It
has a very popular locally owned garden centre, also on the A38. There is a Church of England
school in the village.
The church itself is situated approximately one and a half miles from the village in a lovely rural
aspect, next to Whitminster House which owns the land surrounding the church.
The building is in good condition but lacks running water. The average congregation is
currently in single figures. Any applicant will need good people skills, an open mind and be
very energetic if the church is to be kept open for future generations.
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THE CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN
ARLINGHAM, Parish Profile
The Severnside Mission Area

Arlingham lies at the western end of the
horseshoe bend of the River Severn looking
across the water to Newnham and the Forest
of Dean. A working village of rural character,
it is home to some ten farms with Dairy, Beef,
Poultry and Arable enterprises. The area has
many marked footpaths and walks, including
a section of the Severn Way.
Our village pub, the Red Lion, re-opened as a community pub in 2014. There is also a superb
Fish Restaurant by the river, The Old Passage Inn.
St Mary’s benefits from loyal and hard-working parishioners who regularly clean the church,
while also providing splendid floral displays, especially for weddings and “Festival” occasions.
There is, at present, a PCC of eight members and a Planned Giving campaign several years
ago ensured, at least for the present, that the parish can meet its commitments and indicated
the village’s concern for its Church. The congregations are modest, except for special
occasions, but a well supported weekday lay-led service has now been held successfully for
several years. Over the last few years we have successfully completed three major projects:
Replacement of all external Rainwater Goods with specially
constructed aluminium guttering and downpipes. This was achieved
with the help of local Grant Aid.
Restoration of the Church Clock - It is considered a very fine example
of a Civil War period 17th century wrought iron turret clock, but in 2014
required a complete refurbishment of both mechanism and clock face.
Faced with a substantial cost approaching five figures, many villagers
donated to the Appeal including £5k coming from a Promises Auction
held in the newly commissioned community pub, the Red Lion.

Our wish is to attract some of the younger people of
the village and an occasional Young Families service
for children and parents has also proved successful.
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THE CHURCH OF ST PETER, FRAMILODE
Parish Profile
The Severnside Mission Area
www.facebook.com/StPetersFramilode

The PCC tries to centre the church in the community and encourages the use of the building
for both worship and secular activities. The church is in very good condition following an
extensive refurbishment over the last 5 years and with the removal of the pews, comfortable
seating, a kitchen, toilet and audio visual system.
The Church is currently used regularly for Fitness Classes, Short Mat Bowls, an Art Group and
occasionally for concerts, plays, pop up restaurants, films, and one off events in the Mission
Area e.g. Quiet Days, Passover Supper, Worship Leaders Training and Gravetalk.
The church receives good support from the local community via ‘The Friends of Framilode
Church’, who are very active in raising funds to support the upkeep of the church. There is a
good system of pastoral care and welcome within the village.
St Peter’s serves the village of Upper and Lower Framilode and Epney. However, the enthusiastic
and friendly congregation is drawn from a wider area and they enjoy sharing in worship united
in their faith and love of God. Services are held 3 times a month and the congregation enjoy
exploring the Gospel together in an interactive way. Music is provided by a music group or
organist and includes modern and traditional hymns.
The Church is open all year round and has many visitors who comment on the peaceful and
reflective atmosphere in the church.
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THE CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN
FRAMPTON ON SEVERN, Parish Profile
The Severnside Mission Area
www.stmarys-framptononsevern.org.uk

Consecrated in 1315 the church is large,
it can hold over 250 people, and is well
maintained.
Recent improvements include restoration
of the tower and refurbishment of its six
bells, also installation of disabled access,
new lighting and a sound system with
audio loop. The north aisle has been
re-ordered to provide kitchen facilities and a meeting area with the aim of enabling a wide
range of services and activities. There is an extension comprising W.C. and changing facilities
for babies and a store for tools.
The churchyard has also been extended and the extension named St Mary’s Orchard as it is
planted with 12 varieties of apple and perry pear trees. It includes a garden of remembrance
for the interment of ashes.
Our future plans are to make full use of the whole building including providing access to the
parvise room over the porch, to improved storage in the bell tower and possibly removal of
further pews.
A number of services are held away from the church building: Good Friday on the Green, a
service in the Big Top of Gifford’s Circus, one to celebrate Frampton Feast, the feast of St. Mary,
on the dodgems of the annual funfair and a service of Remembrance at the War Memorial.
These services reach a congregation beyond our regular attenders, as do Festival Services.
While not attending regularly the wider community is on the whole supportive: groups and
organisations within the village organise and support fund raising events, bringing non regular
church goers into the church. e.g. Art Exhibition, Flower Festival, Churchwardens’ Ale in
St. Mary’s Orchard and Christmas Tree Festival, also a cake stall at the Country Fair, and a Craft
Fair in the Wool Barn. In turn we welcome newcomers into the village with welcome packs,
visits, breakfasts etc.

23

THE CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, FRETHERNE
Parish Profile
The Severnside Mission Area

Fretherne is the smallest of the five parishes, having fewer than 100 inhabitants. The church
building is the village’s only community asset so we have looked to widen the use of the
church beyond Sunday worship. To this end we run Bacon Butty mornings each month, and
have had some well-attended Sunday Roast Lunches after a Sunday service, when up to 50
people have been served. We hope to continue to offer this facility to the community in the
future.
As we have just one service a month, we like to have this service taken by a vicar whenever
possible, and Family Communion is the preferred style. However, having been part of a group
of parishes sharing a vicar for some years now, we have appreciated the need for compromise
when putting together the jigsaw of the Sunday Service rota!
For the future, we would like to maintain, or indeed increase, our current number of services,
thus allowing the continued use of the church for the family services such as baptisms,
weddings and funerals for which there is a demand from the wider community.
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THE CHURCH OF ST JAMES THE GREAT
SAUL, Parish Profile
The Severnside Mission Area
The Parishioners of Saul are very supportive of
each other, welcoming and introducing new
people in the village. Refreshments are served
after each service to encourage the congregation
to chat and raise anything they are concerned
about in the parish.
Pastoral Care is high on the priority list for the PCC. We have one member commissioned to
act as pastoral assistant and another member nearly qualified. The PCC also has two members
with a Bishop’s Certificate to lead worship. Midweek Prayer, held weekly in the church is lay
led and is well supported by those unable to attend church on a Sunday. Service sheets are also
delivered to four housebound members to enable them to join in with us from their homes.
Coffee mornings are held twice a month in the church with ‘bring and buy’ stalls and a book
exchange, sited permanently in the church, is also enjoyed by the boat people at Saul Marina
and passing tourists.
The Severnside Mothers’ Union is welcomed monthly for Holy Communion, and is joined twice
a year by the members of ‘Bright Hour’ from the Congregational Chapel, Frampton on Severn.
Candle Time with Saul Under Fives Playgroup is very important to the church. This is lay-led
monthly and alternates between the church and the Saul Memorial Hall. The PCC look forward
to the children taking an active part in church services at Easter, Harvest, and their Christmas
Nativity when they are joined by their family members.
During July, to celebrate our Saints Day, we hold an Exhibition of past local events relating to
the church, village, river and canal life. It is well advertised and many family members meet for
the first time in our church, when they take advantage of the birth, death and marriage records
going back over 500 years retrieved from the Gloucestershire Archives. A service of Holy
Communion is held on 25th July. During the summer months coach trips are run by the PCC
as a community event. We are often joined by people from parishes outside our Mission Area.
We are supported by a loyal group of volunteers who help with churchyard maintenance.
The PCC has been fortunate to have land donated for a Churchyard extension. The planning
application for change of use is under way.
A well-supported Stroud Food Bank Collection point is kept in the church and there are specific
services when the church collection is shared between the church and various charities. A Parish
Giving Scheme is in operation.
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THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE
KING’S STANLEY Parish Profile
The Stanleys with Selsley
Mission Area
www.stgeorgeskingsstanley.uk
Kings Stanley parish is in a rural
location, tucked up under the
edge of the wooded slopes of the
Cotswold scarp, yet close to the
market town of Stroud. The village
hall, sports club, shops and pub
are at the physical centre of the village; the church is at the northern end, not visible from the
road, and there is limited parking. A development of 48 new homes is currently being built.
Congregation We are middle-of-the road Anglicans who value church traditions, holding
occasional services of Evensong. We have been enthusiastic for the Common Worship
liturgies and at Easter we experiment with Taize and similar services.
Buildings The church is a Norman structure extended in the 14th century and largely rebuilt
c. 1874-6, in the style of the Oxford movement. It is in good condition, with nothing urgent
flagged up at the last Quinquennial (2012). The churchyard is extensive, though it will be full in
16-18 years. It is presently maintained by volunteers, with the help of an annual grant from the
Parish Council.
Music The church has an excellent organ, and we hold
occasional organ recitals. We share a organist with
Leonard Stanley and there is a mission area choir from
our three parishes.
Schools Kings Stanley Primary School is a voluntary
controlled Church of England school. The school attends
church in Autumn for Harvest, at Christmas, at Easter, and
in July for their leavers’ service. There are three
foundation governors including the Rector. There are
two vacancies at present (including the incumbent).
Services Once a month on 3rd Sunday BCP 8 am
(attendance in winter about 8): otherwise 11 am
communion with one service of Morning Prayer lay-led.
About a year ago we re-organised the pews so that the
front few rows are comfortable chairs: we find this suits
our smaller congregation, though this is not yet a
permanent arrangement. On Tuesdays we hold Morning
Prayer (lay-led) with 5-6 people.
Charities The Rector and Churchwardens are trustees of School House Trust (311690), an
educational charity. The PCC also manages the Church Charity which receives an annual grant
from the Kings Stanley and Selsley Trust which must be used for maintaining the church.
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THE CHURCH OF ST SWITHUN
LEONARD STANLEY, Parish Profile
The Stanleys with Selsley Mission Area

The Priory Church of St Swithun’s is a beautiful
place for worship and more information on its
history can be found on our website (page 30).
See the remains of the original church below.
Leonard Stanley village has a history going
back to Norman times and a mix of old
dwellings, estates from the 60s and 70s and
current larger developments. Two working
farms, a well-used village hall, a football team,
local school and a number of activity groups
means there is a variety of community interaction, presently there are no shops in the village. A
successful application for housing development has been very controversial and the growing
number of elderly residents means a greater degree of loneliness and people with poor mobility.
The church family is mainly local people, many, not surprisingly, in an older age range, a small
group with special needs come from sheltered accommodation, several young families bring
children and we are glad to hear the sound of little ones in the crèche area.
Services at St Swithun’s are held every Sunday and Wednesday and home communion goes
out once a week. Church members have taken courses to lead worship, administer chalice and
lead intercessions; the congregation supports them and is also supportive of the once a month
lay-led service. Mission Area links are valued and practical with shared services and regular
meetings of churchwardens. The organist at St Swithun’s. and at St George’s King’s Stanley, is
highly professional and a real joy, his work to build a mission area choir greatly enhances
worship together.
The church draws local people in for social events, fund raising, concerts and special services
with varying success.
There will be opportunities for the church to find ways of engaging with incomers from several
smaller and one large development happening in the village, opportunities also for closer
involvement with parents who regularly come with children to
Tots Group and craft workshops.
Links are good with the local Church of England Aided School
with children’s craft workshops in church four times a year. An
Open the Book team goes to assemblies once a week and the
vicar and a church member take solo assemblies at the school.
The children from the school and their familes are welcomed
to St Swithun’s for significant school services.
The church family is committed and hardworking, wanting to welcome more people through
its doors but the increasing age of many means levels of involvement cannot be counted on as
they once were. Future plans need a clear realistic approach.
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THE CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS, SELSLEY
Parish Profile
The Stanleys with Selsley Mission Area

www.allsaintsslesley.org.uk

Selsley village has only about 320 inhabitants. Our church, along with an excellent village pub,
a Scout HQ and a cricket club, forms a focal point for village activity. Few of the villagers are
regular churchgoers although we do get good support at Easter, Christmas and at other
Christian festivals. About a half our Electoral Roll of 50 live outside the village. Our PCC
likewise is heavily dependent on several of the regular congregation who, while living outside
the parish boundary, have long standing connections with the village or who just love the
church and its friendly, sociable members. Through a year-long “vacancy” we have maintained
at least one, priest led service every Sunday and also a lay-lead 1662 Evensong once a month.
This has been achieved through the generous support of a number of local, retired clergy.
We strive to attract young adults and children into our regular congregation but this has proved
difficult and is not helped by the absence of a school in the village.
Under William Morris’s leadership, the Pre-Raphaelite brotherhood made All Saints their first
stained glass commission. The result is a gem which attracts visitors from all over the world.
This allows us to welcome many people into our church and helps, through the excellent
hospitality and food offered by our thriving Social Group to raise necessary funds.
We are proud that the church and churchyard are in immaculate condition, due in great part
to two extremely successful fund raising campaigns in the recent past which raised the cost of
completely re-roofing the church and maintaining the unique, stained glass windows. The church
has a superb organ which is exploited to the full with the occasional concert that is enhanced
by the church’s fine acoustics.
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SERVICES IN THE STROUDWATER TEAM
Parish

First Sunday

Second Sunday

Third Sunday

Fourth Sunday

Cotswold Edge
Eastington

11.15 Holy
Communion

11.15 Holy
Communion

Frocester

11.15 Morning
Prayer Lay-led

8.00 BCP Holy
Communion

Haresfield

9.30 Morning
Prayer Lay-led

9.30 Holy
Communion

Moreton Valance

9.30 Holy
Communion

Standish
Whitminster
Stonehouse

18.00 Sung
Evensong Lay-led

9.30 Holy
Communion
9.30 Morning
Prayer Lay-led

18.00 Holy
Communion

9.30 Holy
Communion

9.30 Morning
Prayer

11.15 Holy
Communion

15.00 Said Evensong
Lay-led

11.15 Holy
Communion
9.30 Cafe Church

11.15 Holy
Communion

11.15 Holy
Communion

9.30 Holy
Communion

9.30 Holy
Communion

9.30 Holy
Communion

8.00 BCP Holy
Communion

9.30 Morning
Prayer Lay-led

8.00 BCP Holy
Communion

11.15 Holy
Communion

9.30 Informal
Communion

18.00 Holy
Communion

18.00 Evensong
Lay-led

Severnside
Arlingham
Framilode

11.15 Holy
Communion

Frampton

8.00 BCP Holy
Communion

9.30 Cadbury Hall

Fretherne
Saul

11.15 Holy
Communion
9.30 Morning
Prayer Lay-led

18.00 Evening Prayer 8.00 BCP Holy
Lay-led
Communion

Kings Stanley

11.15 Holy
Communion

11.15 Holy
Communion

Leonard Stanley

9.30 Holy
Communion

11.15 Morning Praise 9.30 Holy
Layled
Communion

9.30 Holy
Communion

Selsley

8.00 BCP Holy
Communion

11.15 Morning Praise 11.15 Holy
Layled
Communion

11.15 Holy
Communion

Stanleys with
Selsley
8.00 BCP Holy
Communion

11.15 Morning Praise
Layled

Please note that this does not include all Lay-led or Weekday Services and on the fifth Sunday there are
Mission Area Services either for the old team Mission Areas or as a single Service for the whole Team
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Websites
Cotswold Edge						
Frampton on Severn, St Mary's Church
Kings Stanley Church of St George			
Kings Stanley Parish					
Kings Stanley Village Hall					
Kings Stanley Primary School 				
Leonard Stanley, St Swithun’s History. 			
Selsley All Saints Church 					
Severnside Mission Area					
St Peters Framilode
				

www.cotswoldedgeparishes.org.ukwww.stmarys-framptononsevern.org.uk
www.stgeorgeskingsstanley.uk
kspc.org.uk
kingsstanleyvillagehall.org.uk
www.kingsstanleyprimaryschool.co.uk
www.crsbi.ac.uk/site/3729
www.allsaintsselsley.org.uk
www.severnsidebenefice.org
www.facebook.com/StPetersFramilode

Lakefield Church of England School - www.lakefield.gloucs.sch.uk/
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Notes
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Cotswold Edge
Severnside
Stonehouse
The Stanleys with Selsley

‘Unity and Individuality’

