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The 
Severnside 
Benefice 

 

 

This exciting and faithful benefice comprises 
of four parishes with six churches.  There is 
a vibrant Ministry Group whose vision 
alongside the PCCs is: 

‘To enable everyone to experience the love 
of God and to become the people God calls 
them to be in the world by sharing the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. 

Working together with our new priest we aim 
to grow and further develop our vision.  We 
work towards this following a strategy of 
prayerful steps and stages: 

• Assist the Priest in Charge with 
services, worship, pastoral care and 
occasional offices; 

• Affirm, nurture and support the ministry 
of all and grow the Kingdom of God by 
developing their faith journey; 

• To be a welcoming presence, 
spreading the Good News and 
showing the love of God to the whole 
community by words and action; 

• Develop the faith journey of the team, 
enabling spiritual growth and 
enhancing practical skills; 

• Encourage an outward looking ethos - 
promoting a just society and care for 
the environment. 

We now need a priest to collaboratively take 
us forward, to lead, inspire and nurture our 
benefice and together fulfil our hopes and 
dreams.  We offer a range of ministers to 
walk alongside our new priest and this 
includes the Ministry Group (an associate 
priest, readers, and parish lay ministers: (for 
which we are the pioneer benefice for the 
diocese) and commissioned laity), retired 
PTO priests, and strong lay involvement. 

 

Location 

This group of parishes lies in the Severn 
Vale, at the north-western end of the county 
of Gloucestershire, bordering 
Worcestershire, and is very much a rural 
and agricultural location.  The market town 
of Tewkesbury is the nearest town to all the 
villages, and Gloucester, Cheltenham, and 
Worcester, are all within easy reach.  The 
M5 and M50 motorway connections are 
close by, as are main line rail facilities.  The 
River Severn runs through the centre of the 
parishes, with Forthampton and Chaceley 
lying to the west, the other parishes to the 
east.  On our doorstep too are the beautiful 
Cotswolds, the Malverns, and the Forest of 
Dean. 

In such a rural area, 
farming of course is 
the predominant 
industry, but most of 
the working 
population of our 
villages commute to 

work in the nearby towns, or work from 
home. 

Within the benefice there are several public 
houses, and at Stoke Orchard there is a 
community shop, and also a farm shop.  
Tewkesbury, and the other nearby towns, 
provide good shopping venues, a wide 
range of eating places, public houses, 
theatres, cinemas, and cultural 
entertainment.  There are also local markets 
in Tewkesbury and Gloucester. 

Whilst we are quite close to towns and 
cities, we are situated in open countryside, 
where there are many lovely local walks, 
and opportunities for cycling and horse 
riding, as well as more nautical pursuits on 
the rivers Severn and Avon. 

 

Church Life 

There is a mixture of worship styles found 
throughout the parishes, and services tend 
to follow a fairly stable rota; there is at least 
one communion service within the benefice, 
on every Sunday.  When there is a fifth 
Sunday in the month, a United Benefice 
service is held in one of the Severnside 
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churches, on a rotational basis.  Church 
congregations consist mostly of a loyal core 
of worshippers, with larger congregations at 
festivals throughout the year. 

 

Taking the Sacrament across the River on 
Good Friday 

We have a strong and committed Ministry 
Group, which includes an Associate Priest, 
three Parish Lay Ministers, and two 
Readers, which has a mandate to operate 
throughout the Severnside Benefice.  The 
team conducts services, and assists with 
baptisms, funerals, confirmations, wedding 
preparation, and pastoral visiting.  The 
Benefice is fortunate in having several 
retired clergy with permission to officiate.  
There is currently no shortage of organists 
prepared to play at the different churches, 
and rehearse singers as necessary. 

Work with children includes assemblies in 
both our schools, Open the Book, toddler 
services, messy church and youth group.  
This work is very much valued and needs to 
be maintained and built upon. 

Study groups, particularly during Advent and 
Lent, are organised on a benefice basis. 

There are four P.C.C. groupings: Chaceley, 
Deerhurst with Apperley, Forthampton, and 
Tredington and Stoke Orchard. 

Information about services is included in 
‘The Severnsider’, the benefice magazine. 
The magazine includes information about 
wider village life in general within the 
Severnside Benefice.  Tredington and Stoke 
Orchard also have a free monthly newsletter 
delivered to every house in their parish. 

 

The Parishes 

Our church buildings range from the eighth-
century Saxon Priory Church of St. Mary, at 
Deerhurst, to the Victorian Chapel of Ease, 
Holy Trinity, at Apperley, but what they all 
have in common is a warm, welcoming 
atmosphere, all are in good states of repair, 
and all are well-loved by their communities.  
The parishes are all on a sound financial 
footing, and parish share payments are met.  
There are village halls at Apperley, 
Forthampton, Chaceley and Tredington. 

 

The Vicarage 

The benefice vicarage is situated in 
Apperley, opposite the green and only 50 
metres from Holy Trinity Church.  It is a 
1980s, four-bedroom detached house with a 
modern kitchen, small gardens to front and 
rear, a garage, and parking for at least two 
cars.  It is fitted with solar panels. 

 

The Vicarage, Apperley 

The future and new incumbent 

It is hoped that the new incumbent will have 
a visible presence in all the parishes, not 
only in the leading of worship, but also in 
pastoral care and outreach; thus ensuring 
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that the church continues to be an important 
part of the life of the villages. 

The pattern of worship, and the wide range 
of styles employed, require a broad 
knowledge of liturgical practice.  The 
incumbent will need strong organisational/ 
time management skills but can be assured 
of support from the Ministry Group and 
P.C.C. members.  There is also the support 
of a part time, paid, benefice administrator, 
who has in the past operated from the 
vicarage. 

Since 2018 the Ministry Group has been 
involved in the three year Thrive Initiative 
(CPAS) which is looking at mission in multi-
parish benefices, and they are currently 
exploring how we move forward. 

 

Chaceley 

Church 

 

St. John the Baptist, Chaceley 

St. John the Baptist church, Chaceley, 
stands to the west of the Severn, opposite to 
Deerhurst, on the east bank and five miles 
from Tewkesbury.  Together with the village 
hall (the former school), Chaceley church is 
the heart of the village.  The village 
boundaries extend to Forthampton in the 
north, Tirley to the south, to the river in the 
east, and to Corse Lawn in the west. 

The church has 
an unusual 
Norman 
chancel arch, 
with a ‘devil’s-
face’ keystone, 
probably of 
Saxon origin, 

and some thirteenth-century features, 
including the tower, with a small spire, which 
was re-built in the fourteenth century, when 
the south aisle was added. 

A good deal of further 
restoration took place 
in 1882.  The church 
has a lovely peal of six 
bells, which at present 
can only be rung three 
to four times a year.  A 
fund has been started 
to restore them.  The 
church has a very 

welcoming and friendly atmosphere and is 
kept in a good state of repair.  The 
churchyard always looks immaculate.  A 
new heating system was installed a few 
years ago, which is much appreciated by the 
congregation! 

Services 

The normal rota of church services is for two 
BCP Holy Communion services to be held 
on the first and fourth Sundays of each 
month, with Songs of Praise, at 6.30 p.m. 
(4.30 in the winter) on the second Sunday, 
conducted by the Ministry Group.  Chaceley 
is also very fortunate to have an excellent 
organist, and the small congregation sings 
enthusiastically.  In those months which 
contain a fifth Sunday, there is a United 
Benefice service which rotates around the 
different churches within the Benefice. 

 

Good Friday service 

Throughout the year Chaceley holds special 
services, such as Patronal, Sea Sunday, 
Harvest Festival, and Remembrance Day, 
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as well as a Carol Service and the normal 
church festivals.  These services are usually 
well attended as we use the opportunity to 
extend our hospitality and often use 
common worship.  We also carol sing 
around the village.  There are around 50 
people are on the Electoral Roll. 

 

Village Survey 

In 2015 the P.C.C. undertook a survey 
relating to the church and the village 
community and its findings were compiled 
into a report.  There was a good response 
which confirmed that the church was an 
important village asset, but people were 
reluctant to become further involved in the 
life of the church.  However, one suggestion, 
which has been implemented was the 
holding of a monthly coffee morning in the 
Village Hall run by the Parish Lay Minister.  
This has proved successful in attracting 
non-regular churchgoers. 

 

Finance 

Chaceley, despite 
the small size of the 
congregation, has 
to date managed to 
pay the full quota.  
Fund-raising events 
for the church have 
included an outdoor 
play, which was 
very well attended, 
fetes, and recently 
a joint venture with 
the Village Hall to 
commemorate the 

end of WW1, starting at our newly restored 
War Memorial. 

 

The Village 

Chaceley is the smallest parish in the 
Benefice, with a population of around 100.  
The majority of the land in the village is 
farmed or used for equestrian activities.  
Many of the villagers are retired, but others 
work from home or in the surrounding 
towns.  There are several teenagers, but 

fewer than half a dozen young children in 
the village, sadly it is hard to get them 
involved. 

The church is one of 
20 listed buildings in 
the village.  The 
village sits within the 
flood-plain, and the 
residents are now 
well used to coping 
with periodic flooding. 

The village pub is The Yew Tree, which is 
situated on the banks of the Severn, and 
well known in the surrounding area.  It 
welcomes children as well as adults.  Close 
to the pub, is the Avon Sailing Club (still so 
named despite having moved to the Severn 
in the 1960s). 

Chaceley P.C.C. works very closely with the 
Village Hall Committee and Parish Council 
for the good of the community.  Various 
events and talks are held in the village hall 
throughout the year, and there is an annual 
summer pig roast, which is popular 
throughout the surrounding area. 

 

Church barbeque held at Chaceley Village 
Hall 
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Deerhurst with Apperley 

The parish of Deerhurst with Apperley lies in 
the rural Severn Vale in the north-west of 
the county of Gloucestershire between the 
River Severn to the west and the A38 
Gloucester to Tewkesbury road to the east. 

The parish consists of the village of 
Deerhurst with its Saxon church and chapel, 
the larger village of Apperley with its 
Victorian church, and the hamlets of Walton 
Hill and Deerhurst Walton. 

The town of Tewkesbury lies about 5 miles 
away to the north-east. 

Deerhurst and Apperley have a population 
of 900.  The Electoral Roll for the parish is 
53.  A usual attendance on a normal Sunday 
would be about 15; however major festivals 
attract much greater numbers.  Although we 
do not have a Church Hall, or any other 
parochial building, the parish has a thriving 
Village Hall which is much used, by all sorts 
of organisations, clubs, and groups. 

 

Our Churches 

This parish contains both the oldest church 
(the 8th century Saxon Priory Church of St. 
Mary at Deerhurst), and the newest (the 
Victorian Chapel of Ease, Holy Trinity, at 
Apperley), to be found in the benefice. 

 

The Priory Church of St. Mary, Deerhurst 

The Priory Church of St Mary, Deerhurst, is 
of 8th century Saxon origin, and is an 
architectural gem.  It is also the church 
which has the longest history of continuous 
worship of any church in the country!  The 

nearby chapel was built in 1056 and 
dedicated by Earl Odda to his brother, 
Aelfric. 

Extensive re-
ordering of the 
church to mark 
the millennium of 
the martyrdom of 
St. Alphege, 
professed monk 
at Deerhurst 
before he 
eventually 
became 
Archbishop of 
Canterbury, began in 2010 and is nearing 
completion.  The highlight of this ‘Open to 
the Future’ project was the visit of Dr. 
Rowan Williams, then Archbishop of 
Canterbury, in July 2012, marking the 
millennium of the Saint’s martyrdom.by 
consecrating a new altar dedicated to St. 
Alphege. 

 

Dr. Rowan Williams preaching at Deerhurst 

The church has benefited from new heating, 
lighting and sound systems, a WC and 
improved access for disabled people. 

On the first and third Sundays, there is an 
8:00 a.m. morning service; the second 
Sunday has a family communion service, 
and the fourth Sunday an Evensong:  the 
church holds about 300 people.  The tower 
houses a fine ring of six bells, and we have 
an active bell-ringing group.  The 
churchyard is in use and well-maintained. 

We have a very active ‘Friends of Deerhurst 
Church’ group, which is a great support to 
the church both financially and spiritually. 
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Deerhurst Flower Festival 

Every other year in August we hold a Flower 
Festival, which attracts over 2,000 visitors, 
and which generates an incredible income 
for our P.C.C., thus contributing enormously 
towards our parish share, which we have 
always paid in full.  It is always wonderful to 
see how the whole parish comes together to 
plan and man the event. 

Deerhurst is no stranger to flooding, being 
bordered to the west by the River Severn.   
The village suffered very badly in 2007 but 
the church managed to stay just above the 
flood water, albeit by only a very narrow 
margin.  Since then improved flood 
defences have been installed.  (Apperley, 
for the most part, is situated on higher 
ground). 

 

Holy Trinity, Apperley 

Holy Trinity church in Apperley was built in 
1856 as a Chapel of Ease to the main parish 
church, and can hold about 100 people.  It 
lies by the village pond and the green in 
Apperley, the vicarage is situated close by. 

Services are held at Holy Trinity on the first 
and third Sundays of the month, whilst on 
the second and fourth Sundays there is a 
service at the Methodist church in the 
village, with whom we have formed good 
links in recent years. 

A Little Pips service for toddlers and pre-
school children is held once a month, and 
we have a regular youth group.  In addition, 
children's workshops are held at the times of 
the great church festivals.  Regular Messy 
Church sessions are well attended and 
enjoyed. 

 

Church Youth Group decorating Christmas 
Cakes 
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The beautiful churchyard which is in use and 
the Garden of Remembrance provide 
peaceful areas for contemplation. 

Our Community 

There are two public houses in the parish, 
both of which are well supported: The 
Farmers Arms in Lower Apperley, and The 
Coal House on the bank of the Severn, 
which is especially popular in the summer 
months. 

There are also many active groups and 
organisations within the parish including a 
thriving cricket club, which provides a social 
focus.  Other sporting amenities include the 
playing fields by the village hall, the 
neighbouring tennis court and excellent 
newly equipped children’s play area. 

There is a great spirit of unity amongst 
villagers, and a willingness to help each 
other, this adds to our quality of life. 

The elderly amongst our parishioners are 
well catered for.  The Community Care 
Group runs ‘The Open Door’, a lunch club 
which meets once a month at Apperley 
Village Hall.  The Severnside Senior 
Citizens’ Club also meets once a month to 
provide a hot lunch and a social gathering 
for residents of Deerhurst and Apperley and 
those from neighbouring parishes.  There is 
also a monthly coffee morning held in 
Apperley Church.  Volunteers provide a 
driving service to doctors and other 
appointments and a prescription collection 
service, through the Deerhurst Community 
Care Group. 

There is a mix of traditional and modern 
housing in the parish.  A 1970s housing 
development in Apperley caused an up-turn 
in the population at the time, and since then 
there have been other small in-filling 
developments, including two small 
developments of affordable homes.  Much of 
the parish is farmland, but most of the 
working population commutes to the nearby 
towns for their places of work. 

We have a regular bus service and a mobile 
library. 

 

Our School 

We are very proud of our fantastic school, 
Deerhurst and Apperley C of E Primary 
School.  The 2018 Ofsted Report states that 
the school is outstanding in every respect. 

The school has always enjoyed good links 
with our vicar and the church community, 
the incumbent and a member of the P.C.C. 
sit on the governing body as foundation 
governors.  Children from the school visit 
the church for regular services during Lent.  
They also hold their annual Harvest Festival 
Service and Leavers Service in the church.  
An ecumenical ‘Open the Book’ team visits 
the school weekly to act out Bible stories in 
assembly.  We look forward to the links 
between the school and the church being 
strengthened still further.  The school runs a 
very successful breakfast club, and many 
voluntary after-school activities.  The 
popular and successful village pre-school 
(Little Deers) is sited in a purpose-built 
building on the school premises. 

 

Children from Apperley School taking part in 
iSing Pop at Deerhurst Church 

Further details can be obtained from the 
websites listed at the end of this document. 

 

Forthampton 

Forthampton lies on the west bank of the 
River Severn, opposite Tewkesbury.  Its 
rural character and appearance are 
relatively unaffected by modern 
developments.  The village is part of the 
Forthampton Estate, which also extends into 
Worcestershire.  About 50% of the 
properties are privately owned.  The centre 
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of the village is now a conservation area, 
with St. Mary’s clearly prominent standing 
on the hill. 

 

St. Mary’s, Forthampton 

A Parish Plan exists which shows that, 
compared with Borough and County 
averages, Forthampton has a lower 
proportion of young people and a higher 
than average proportion of older people 
living in the village, 74% aged 26 or over.  
There are 33 people on the Church electoral 
roll, but there is greater support from the 
wider community with 54% of Parish Plan 
respondents regarding the church as 
important to their household, although this is 
not always reflected with regular attendance 
at worship. 

As well as the church, the village also 
contains a village hall, a public house by the 
river, and a separate social clubroom.  A 
variety of social activities and fundraising 
events take place in the different venues, 
including Women’s Institute; British Legion; 
Art Club; Whist Drives and a Walking Club.  
As a result of the demographics in the 
village there is no longer a Sunday School.  
School aged children attend a variety of 
schools, both state and private, outside the 
village. 

 

Congregation 

As noted, there are 33 people on the 
electoral roll.  Average Sunday attendance 
is about 12 people, a regular solid core of 
worshippers; however, the wider community 
attend festival services with numbers often 

over 40 and at Easter and Christmas in 
particular, over 70. 

The civil parish, Forthampton Estate, the 
Church parish and the Forthampton postal 
address do not share the same boundaries, 
but the vast majority of the Forthampton 
community associate themselves with 
Forthampton Church. 

 

Ministry 

Services have been led by the Parish Priest, 
supported by Rev. Charles Whitney, a 
retired priest, with permission to officiate, 
and Mrs Mary-Ann Preece a benefice 
reader.  Whenever the need has arisen we 
have been well supported by visiting priests.  
Mary-Ann is also a member of the Ministry 
Group and Parish Lay Minister for 
Forthampton and Chaceley. 

We also have the voluntary services of a 
very accomplished organist, who meets with 
and rehearses fortnightly a small ‘upper 
voice’ choir which augments the two 
monthly sung services, plus major festivals.  
The organist also plays for weddings and 
funerals when a standard fee is charged. 

The church is open every day and 
welcomes any visitors, as shown by the 
visitor’s book and donations given.  
Members of the Victorian Society often visit 
to study the fine architectural heritage of the 
church. 

 

Church Building, with its medieval heritage. 

The Church of St 
Mary is a building 
of blue lias 
rubble, with roofs 
of Cotswold 
stone slate.  
There is 
evidence of its 

Saxon and Norman origins. 

After the grotesque 
heads over the doorway, 
the next most 
remarkable survival is 
the thirteenth century 
altar complete with four 
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chamfered stone shafts and three 
consecration crosses.  It is one of the few 
stone altars still to survive intact after the 
Reformation. 

 

Forthampton stone alter 

The fine Victorian Gothic restoration 
includes work by both Burges and Webb, 
being particularly noticeable in the reredos, 
font, pulpit and stained-glass windows. 

The internal decoration of the church is well 
maintained and there is an efficient electric 
heating system.  Following the last 
quinquennial, a major appeal has been 
launched to address problems with the lias 
stone, principally to the tower and south 
aisle wall.  The appeal has in just over 12 
months raised nearly £20,000.  Grants from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund and other bodies 
are being applied for.  The bells are able to 
be rung three times a year.  A toilet is 
available at the back of the Almshouses 
which adjoin the top of the churchyard. 

The organ was fully 
restored in 2015 and is 
regularly maintained. 

With the support of the 
Parish Council the 
churchyard is also well 
maintained. 

 

Worship 

There is a monthly sequence of services 
which is a mixture of BCP and Common 
Worship liturgy.  Four services a month are 
held, when there is a fifth Sunday in the 

month, a united benefice service rotates 
around the different parishes. 

Traditional robes are worn by the priest, with 
a set in the vestry to cover all festivals.  The 
choir also robes for the two sung services 
per month. 

The main services for Christmas are the 
Advent Carol Service; a Carol Service 
(shared with Deerhurst and Apperley) and a 
Christmas Eve Midnight Eucharist.  If Easter 
falls on the first Sunday of the month, a 
morning service is 
added.  All Easter 
services include 
music. 

There is a steady flow 
of weddings, baptisms 
and funerals, including 
for people with village 
connections. 

 

Finance 

The Church holds its own, paying in full the 
Parish Share contribution. 

33% of donations to the Church are tax 
efficient either through Gift Aided weekly 
envelope collections or planned stewardship 
giving through the bank.  A range of 
fundraising events take place throughout the 
year including concerts in the church; 
Christmas coffee mornings; visits from the 
Victorian Society and the sale of booklets 
and postcards. 

As well as paying clergy expenses, including 
offering expenses to visiting priests, we also 
contribute towards the benefice 
administrator’s wages, and when 
appropriate we offer expenses to the 
Ministry Group. 

 

Tredington and Stoke Orchard 

The Villages 

Our parish consists of the two rural villages 
of Stoke Orchard with a population of some 
600 and Tredington with a population of 
150.  Both communities are close by to each 
other and within 9 miles of both Gloucester 
and Cheltenham and 3 miles of 
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Tewkesbury.  There is a good mixture of 
housing with working and retired families. 

 

Stoke Orchard Community Centre 

In recent times we have had two separate 
new developments in Stoke Orchard of 
about 250 new homes.  There is a 
magnificent new Community Centre and 
Village Shop.  The Community Centre has 
an active committee, who organise an 
exciting range of events.  The village shop is 
well stocked and has a small coffee area 
ideal for meeting up with local friends.  Each 
village has a delightful church.  Some ninety 
children attend the lively and energetic 
village community primary school (one of 
two in our benefice) where the head 
teacher, vicar and local lay reader take 
regular weekly Christian assemblies 
together with church services at Easter and 
Christmas.  There is also a village toddler 
group meeting in the Community Centre. 

A Village Hall in Tredington is administered 
by the PCC and well used by several local 
groups including a WI, Gardening Club, 
Yoga and Art Classes and all manner of 
events including whist drives and coffee 
mornings, together with a variety of local 
fundraising events.  Although much smaller 
than the centre at Stoke Orchard there is 
currently a major refurbishment taking place 
led by a Village Hall Improvement 
Committee.   Both villages are served by an 
hourly bus service to nearby Tewkesbury 
and Bishops Cleeve. 

 

Our Churches and Services 

 

St. John the Baptist, Tredington 

Tredington has the Church of St. John the 
Baptist which was built in the 12th century.  
The church of St. James the Great in Stoke 
Orchard also dates from the 12th century 
and has some world-renowned wall 
paintings and a close association with the 
pilgrim route to Santiago de Compostela in 
Spain.  Both churches and the village hall 
are in a good state of repair with no urgent 
items highlighted in the latest quinquennial 
report.  The churchyards are well 
maintained, and we have off road parking at 
both.  There are some 34 members on the 
electoral roll.  Alternate Sunday morning 
services are held in each church with 
congregations of between 12 to 25 people.  
When there is a fifth Sunday in the month a 
joint benefice service is held, which rotates 
around the parishes.  Services at Christmas 
and Easter are better attended, and we 
share Lent discussion groups with the other 
churches in our joint benefice. 
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St. James the Great, Stoke Orchard 

There is a small informal prayer group who 
meet weekly to pray for the needs of the 
parish.  Special events are held for children 
including carol singing, Christingles, Easter 
egg hunts, songs, prayers and drama.  
There is Messy Church once a term. 

Church services are generally of a 
traditional nature with communion, though 
with a family service once a month.  We are 
very generously helped by many retired and 
non-stipendiary clergy who live in 
neighbouring Tewkesbury. 

 

Palm Sunday Procession 

Both churches have an organ and we use 
the A&M hymn book and Songs of Praise & 
Fellowship.  We are also well used to the 
guitar with modern songs of praise.  At 
Tredington, we have a set of six bells in the 
tower which are rung regularly by an 
enthusiastic group. 

The P.C.C. meets regularly six times a year 
and has good control of the administration of 
both churches and the village hall.  We are 

also fortunate that so many local people 
give their time and energy on a voluntary 
basis.  We manage to keep our finances in 
reasonable order and pay our full share of 
the annual diocesan quota.  The benefice 
has some part time administration 
assistance for the incumbent.  

 

The Friends of Tredington & Stoke Orchard 
Churches 

We have a 
thriving 
‘Friends’ 
group with 
seventy 
members 
including 
numerous 
families.  
The group 

has celebrated its 25th anniversary.  Two 
fund raising events are held each year, not 
only making a most welcome contribution to 
the upkeep of the fabric in both churches but 
providing a focal point of social activity and 
community spirit for which our villages are 
renowned. 

 

The Church Community 

Our villages have a number of long standing 
farming families who over the years have 
welcomed a wide range of others to build a 
balanced and lively community.  A free 
monthly village newsletter is published by 
the Parish Council, with welcome 
contributions 
from our 
churches.  We 
play an active 
part within our 
joint benefice 
and support each 
other in many 
aspects of 
pastoral care.  
The P.C.C. 
organise a 
number of fund 
raising events. 
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Personnel 

Associate Priest: Kay Mundy 

Priests with the Bishop’s permission to officiate: Tom Curtis, Nicholas von Benzon, Charles 
Whitney 

Licenced Readers: Mary-Ann Preece, Vivienne Troughton 

Parish Lay Ministers: Mary-Ann Preece, Roger Taylor, Vivienne Troughton 

Ministry Group: Tessa Mills, Kay Mundy, Corinna Pippard, Mary-Ann Preece, Roger Taylor, 
Vivienne Troughton 

Parish Administrator: Vicky Fowkes 

Churchwardens: Nigel Horner (Chaceley), Roger Taylor (Deerhurst and Apperley), Phillipa 
Holloway and Lynda Remmer (Forthampton), Tessa Mills (Tredington and Stoke Orchard) 

 

Parishes Summary Statistics 

 Population Electoral 
Roll 

Congregation Primary 
School 

Village 
Hall 

Youth 
Groups 

Choir Bells 

Chaceley 100 50 4-8  ✓   ✓ 

Deerhurst 
with 
Apperley 

900 53 15-20 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ 

Forthampton 135 33 12  ✓  ✓ ✓ 

Tredington 
and Stoke 
Orchard 

750 34 12-25 ✓ ✓   ✓ 

 

Who are we looking for? 

The Benefice is looking for a priest: 

† of faith and prayer, who will be able to share that faith with us in a meaningful and relevant 
manner, giving spiritual guidance with sincerity and authority; 

† with a sense of humour, who is able to empathise and communicate with people of all ages in 
our rural communities, which comprise both country folk and commuters; 

† who will become a familiar figure within all our communities, both in leading worship and in 
pastoral care; 

† who embraces both new and traditional forms of worship, is mission focussed, and outward 
looking; 

† who will engage fully in promoting lay ministry, work with and help develop our enthusiastic 
and diverse Ministry Group; 

† who enjoys working with children and young people and will seek to strengthen links with our 
village schools; 

† who will be sensitive to the needs of our individual parishes whilst seeking harmony across 
the benefice as a whole; 

† with good management and administrative skills. 
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Strengths Weaknesses 

A strong body of retired clergy, and a 
ministry group comprising the associate 
priest, parish lay ministers, lay readers, and 
commissioned laity 

Youth work including ‘Messy Church’, ‘Open 
the Book’, assemblies in both the local 
church school and state primary school, 
youth group, and ‘Little Pips’ 

Weekly prayer groups in some parishes 

Home groups during Advent and Lent 

Four United Benefice communion services a 
year 

Parish Share paid in full in all churches 

Monthly coffee mornings 

Beautiful rural setting with six well-
maintained churches 

Small congregations 

Very few children in the benefice attend 
services 

No established discipleship for the 25-40s 

No regular study groups 

Lack of commitment towards coming 
together as a benefice to worship 

Lack of regular committed giving 

Opportunities Threats 

Development of website and other media 
platforms such as Facebook 

Increased population in Stoke Orchard 

THRIVE 

Decline in worshipping community 

Difficulty in filling officer roles 
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Map of the Benefice 
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Websites 

Chaceley 

www.chaceleyvillage.co.uk/ 

www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~engcots/ChaceleyPhotos.html 

www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/worcs/vol4/pp53-56 

 

Deerhurst with Apperley 

www.apperley-deerhurst.co.uk 

www.deerhurst.gloucs.sch.uk 

www.deerhurstflowerfestival.co.uk/ 

www.deerhurstfriends.co.uk 

www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~engcots/DeerhurstPhotos.html 

www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~engcots/ApperleyPhotos01.html 

www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/glos/vol6/pp238-239 

www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/glos/vol8/pp34-49 

 

Forthampton 

www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~engcots/ForthamptonPhotos.html 

www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/glos/vol8/pp196-208 

 

Tredington and Stoke Orchard 

www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~engcots/StokeOrchardPhotos.html 

www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/worcs/vol3/pp541-551 

 

The Severnside Benefice has a website, which is currently 
http://severnsidebeneficewithtwyning.org.uk we are however hoping to change this URL in the 
near future. 

 

 

 

Apperley Village Green with Church and Vicarage 

http://www.chaceleyvillage.co.uk/
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~engcots/ChaceleyPhotos.html
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/worcs/vol4/pp53-56
http://www.apperley-deerhurst.co.uk/
http://www.deerhurst.gloucs.sch.uk/
http://www.deerhurstflowerfestival.co.uk/
http://www.deerhurstfriends.co.uk/
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~engcots/DeerhurstPhotos.html
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~engcots/ApperleyPhotos01.html
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/glos/vol6/pp238-239
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/glos/vol8/pp34-49
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~engcots/ForthamptonPhotos.html
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/glos/vol8/pp196-208
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~engcots/StokeOrchardPhotos.html
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/worcs/vol3/pp541-551
http://severnsidebeneficewithtwyning.org.uk/

