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THE BENEFICE OF TEWKESBURY WITH WALTON 

CARDIFF AND TWYNING 
 

PARISH PROFILE for St. Mary Magdalene, Twyning, GL20 6DA 

www.achurchnearyou.com/twyning-st-mary-magdalene 

We are a warm and welcoming village church with a strong sense of being part of our 

village community and helping to play our part in that community by reaching out 

with the love of God shown in Jesus Christ. 

     
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome 

Thank you for taking an interest in the Parish of Twyning in the Benefice of 

Tewkesbury & Twyning.  If God is calling you to come here, you will be joining an 

effective team representing all shades of church tradition: committed to serving the 

people of this place at this time.  You will have operational charge of the parish of 

Twyning and will lead its people in making the Gospel visible in the parish.  As 

Vicar, I will be here to support you, and be ready to give advice if needed.  You will 

be joining a strong, supportive and happy Benefice Ministry Team of: 

Vicar of the Benefice – focus: Abbey parish 

 Curate – focus: Abbey parish 

Pioneer Minister – focus: Prior’s Park  

Pioneer Curate – focus: Prior’s Park 

 
 
 
M50 
              M5 
 
       TWYNING 
             GREEN 
    
 
 
 
  CHURCH END 
    
         A38 to 
Tewkesbury   R.Avon 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/twyning-st-mary-magdalene
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Three Readers 

A number of Associate Priests (PTO) 

 

You will be an important member of the Benefice Staff Meeting which gathers on 

Tuesday mornings, and you will Chair Twyning PCC. 

 

Accommodation is a three bedroom flat with a garden and parking space within the 

grounds of the Abbey (approx. 15 minute drive to Twyning).  Alternatively, a housing 

allowance is available. 

 

The expected commitment in Twyning is Sundays plus two days per week or 

equivalent thereof.   

 

Holiday entitlement is in accordance with Diocesan guidelines. 

 

This appointment is subject to a full DBS disclosure. 

 

Full expenses of Office are covered by Twyning PCC. 

 

The Revd Canon Paul Williams  

 

Location 

The parish of Twyning lies three and a half miles north of Tewkesbury near 

the A38 trunk road.  The village is in a rural setting, geographically split into two 

parts.  These are Twyning Green, where the bulk of the housing is situated, and a mile 

away is Church End with the Grade 2* listed Norman church.  The village is still self 

sufficient with a school, shop and part-time post office, three pubs and an 

international hotel and sports facilities.  Twyning Green is a hundred yards from the 

River Avon, of Shakespeare fame.   

 

The main body of Twyning has a triangular Green some 100 yards on each 

side surrounded by houses. At one corner of the Green lies the primary school and the 

village shop and post office.  On the hillside north of the Green are most of the houses 

and bungalows, many built in the last 40 years.  There is a substantial park homes site 

beyond the village.  Another side has a few houses leading to the pub, ‘The Village 

Inn’.  Here a road leads off to the Village Hall and the river and the Fleet pub.  The 

last side of the Green is housing backing onto fields stretching to Church End, a 20-

minute walk away.  At Church End are some 100 houses and two park home sites. 

Recently there are two new housing developments of 75 houses and residents are 

beginning to move in.  Outlying hamlets are at Puckrup, Shuthonger, Wood End, 

Stratford Bridge and Hill End. 

 

People 

The community consists of some 1800 people; ranging from young families 

with children to older retired people.   

Twyning has a very proactive and cooperative Parish Council which has 

organised the Twyning Recreation and Amenity Complex (TRAC) where there is a 

children’s playground; tennis courts and recreation area, available by membership; 

these are also used by the school.  There is also a refurbished Village Hall and a 

thriving Sports Club with its own playing field at Puckrup.  Every Friday morning a 
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Luncheon Club takes place in the Village Hall for the over sixties; this is run by 

volunteers. 

 

A Twyning Bulletin, containing information about all the clubs and societies, 

is published three times a year; and there is a Parish Council website.  
www.twyningparishcouncil.co.uk 

 

Economy 
The land is mainly used for market gardens and mixed farming.  There are two 

small business parks on farms near the M50 junction 1. 

 

 The local farms employ their associated families.  The market gardens also 

employ a number of casual labourers.  The convenient motorway link has meant that 

in recent years many newcomers to the village are commuting to work in nearby 

towns and cities.    

 

 The Village Green leads to the river where the second village pub, ‘The Fleet 

Inn’ is situated.  The ‘Fleet Inn’ public house is popular in the summer with visitors; 

the locals perhaps preferring the ‘Village Inn’.  On the fringe of the parish, and on the 

main road, is another pub, the ‘Crown Inn’. All three pubs serve food. 

 

 To the west of the main road lies Puckrup Hall Hotel, a large, 4 star, hotel 

complex, now a member of Hilton Group.  This together with the 18-hole golf course 

employs a number of local and Tewkesbury people. 

 

The School 

 The National School was built in late 1800s.  Then a Victorian building was 

placed in the same grounds, and the original National School was demolished in 2000.  

The Victorian building has now been extended, in a very sympathetic manner, to 

include a hall, new classroom, library, computer suite and administration rooms.  The 

grounds have been refurbished and the playground too. There are some 112 children 

on the roll aged up to 11 years. The school has a ‘Good’ OFSTED inspection record. 

Although Twyning school is not a church school, members of the church and chapel 

go monthly to present ‘Open the Book’. 

 

Many of the older children travel by school bus to and from the 

comprehensive schools in Tewkesbury and Hanley Castle and Cheltenham and 

Gloucester. 

 

 A thriving Playgroup is held in the Village Hall on four mornings a week. 

There is also a Mother and Toddler group one day a week.  These two have run for 

over thirty years.  The usual uniformed children’s groups also exist in the village. 

 

The Church 
 At nearby Winchcombe, some 15 miles away, are situated the ruins of Hailes 

Abbey.  This great church established a satellite community at Twyning and so built 

an Abbot’s Court and a church.  The church is dedicated to St. Mary Magdalene.  The 

building is basically Norman but has a long nave, far larger than the original Church 

End community would have warranted.  Nearby still exist the ponds stocked with fish 

http://www.twyningparishcouncil.co.uk/
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by the monks.  The Abbot’s Court has, unfortunately, long gone and a row of large 

houses, build in the seventies, occupies this site. 

 

 The church was modernised by the Victorians; they added a vicar’s vestry and 

an organ loft.  The organ loft contains a very fine Nicholson organ of 1886.  This has 

been fully overhauled, and will last for a further 100 plus years!   

 

The East window is a fine memorial and has been restored recently and 

rededicated.  At the West end stands a 60-foot tower containing 6 Rudhall bells.  

Rudhall was a famous bell founder in Gloucester.  The bell ringers are keen and train 

learners of all ages.  They ring on Sunday mornings and for funerals and weddings 

and other special occasions. 

 

 Within the last ten years the present PCC and congregation have carried out a 

major reordering and refurbishment of the rear nave.  Pews were removed and a space 

created for gathering together.  The Children’s Area is often used by visiting families.  

A small kitchen unit was installed.  A toilet was also installed, plus store-room, new 

lighting, and the whole building redecorated.  A new car park has been constructed.  

The care of the inside of the church and the churchyard maintenance are undertaken 

by many very dedicated volunteers who do numerous other tasks too. 

 

 The church supports the Tewkesbury Food Bank and raises money for the 

Acorns Hospice at Worcester. 

 

Tradition 
 Twyning is a Modern Catholic Parish. On three Sundays of the month we hold 

a Parish Eucharist at 9:30 am when clergy wear full Eucharistic vestments.  On the 

first Sunday of the month we hold a Sunday Club for children in the tower vestry.  We 

hold a non-Eucharistic service of the Word once a month at 9:30am.  This is 

maximum of 45 minutes and family orientated.  Coffee and biscuits are served after 

the Morning Praise Service on the third Sunday of each month.  On the fifth Sunday 

we have Holy Communion from the Book of Common Prayer.  The average 

attendance is 38 people, occasionally with one or two children.  There is a robed choir 

of six. 

 

There is also Morning Prayer on Thursday mornings at 9:00am attended by 

three to six people.  

 

At major festivals the congregation can number 60 to 80.  In a year we have 

four or five baptisms, two or three weddings and a similar number of funerals.  Two 

members of the pastoral team take the reserved sacrament for home communion to the 

house bound.  Each year we hold a Lent group in local houses.  One of our two 

Readers is on the rota as a chaplain in the Abbey and also leads Morning and Evening  

Prayer at the Abbey.   

 

A fine musical tradition exists in the church.  There are two organists, and a 

teenage organ scholar.  Choir anthems and descants support the Eucharist.  A strong 

group of volunteers arrange flowers to a very high standard for the weekly services, 

weddings, festivals, and celebrations. 
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There are now just under 100 on the Electoral Roll.  The PCC consists of 12 

people.  We have an excellent monthly Parish Church magazine with a circulation of 

over 240 delivered to homes in the village and beyond.   

 

As well as cooperating with Twyning Chapel some of our members take part 

in events organised by Churches Together in Tewkesbury.  Some members of our 

congregation are directly involved with our link diocese, Dornakal, in India.   

 

 We have a pastoral group who undertake sick and bereavement visiting.   

There is a monthly Parish coffee morning in a different home each time, which is a 

purely pastoral and fellowship event.   

 

We have an ongoing programme of fund-raising activities which serve as 

mission/social/fellowship occasions as well as widening our church community. 

 

Finance 
 The revenue budget for 2019 for anticipated receipts should amount to 

£40,000. The Diocesan Parish Giving Scheme is used with other regular giving 

through standing orders and monthly or weekly envelopes most of which is Gift 

Aided.  The church is in good financial order.  The Parish Share for 2019 is £22,000 

and is being paid by monthly direct debit to the Diocese.   

 In 2019, the vicar’s vestry requires under pinning and the tower needs a rain 

canopy to replace a temporary structure.  These items should cost about £8,000 and 

can be funded.   

 

Sunday School / Ann Townend Hall. 

 In 1881 the local patroness, Ann Townend, who then occupied Puckrup Hall, 

built a Victorian hall and established a charity.  This charity has been revived some 20 

years ago and could be run as a Sunday School; it is currently let during the week 

days and evenings. 

 

 

Other Denominations 
 An Independent Chapel exists in the main housing area of Twyning Green.  

Each year we hold a joint remembrance service at the war memorial and each summer 

hold a joint service on the Village Green. We distribute a joint Easter and Christmas 

card publicising Services, to every household in the village. Each term we jointly 

offer Messy Church sessions for up to 26 children and their parents. We have a 

cordial and mutually supportive relationship between Church and Chapel. 

 

Summary 

 Twyning is a vibrant church with a core of committed faithful people.  Our 

main difficulty and challenge is getting young families to be regular and committed 

too.  There are several of them on the periphery but they mostly attend on special 

occasions and festivals. 

 

Our need in terms of clergy provision 

 We need a well known and familiar person who is seen regularly around the 

village and recognised; someone who in turn knows most of us by name.  We need 
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someone who understands the nature of our diverse community, is accessible and who 

our people think of as ‘our’ vicar.   

 

We need a priest who prays and gives spiritual guidance with sincerity, 

authority and humour, and shares in our parish life through good times and bad.  We 

need a priest who gives continuity and stability by presiding at the parish Eucharist 

taking baptisms, funerals and weddings, visiting these families and any other who 

may need him or her.  We need a priest who enjoys going into school and attends 

events.   

 

 We welcome your application for a House-for-Duty post at Twyning. Since 

2000, Twyning has been part of the Benefice of Tewkesbury Abbey.  We have 

benefitted greatly from this link and have always been assured of a priest on Sunday 

morning.  The Vicar of the Benefice, Canon Paul Williams is well known to us and 

we also know several other members of the Abbey clergy who visit us.   

 

We have two Readers, one who is Sub Warden of Readers in the Deanery. We 

also have a retired Priest living in the parish who is able to support us as required.  

 

 

December 2018. Final 
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IN THE COMMUNITY 
 

 
OPEN THE BOOK 
A team of story-tellers from the church and 
the Chapel bring the Bible to life in Twyning 
School 
 

 

 
MOTHERING SUNDAY 
 
 

 
PALM SUNDAY AT CHURCH END 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
CYCLE RIDE 
In aid of the Historic Churches 
Preservation Trust 
 
 
 

 
CHOIR 

 
 

 
FLOWER ARRANGERS 
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UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS 
join together for a service at the village War 
Memorial conducted by ministers from the 
church and the chapel. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
WEDDING 
 
 
 
 

BELLRINGERS 
 
 

 
CHURCHYARD VOLUNTEERS 
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