
The Beacon Benefice

The parishes of Cranham, Edge, Harescombe with Brookthorpe, 
Painswick, Pitchcombe and Sheepscombe
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• The Beacon Benefice is seeking to appoint a Vicar to lead and 
support our Ministry Team in our six rural parishes centered on 
the beautiful village of Painswick in the Cotswolds.

• Are you the inspiring leader we need to rise to the special 
challenges of complex rural ministry and help us identify God’s 
path for the way forward in our communities?



Harescombe – St John 
the Baptist

Pitchcombe – St 
John the Baptist

Sheepscombe – St John 
the Apostle

Who and where are we?
The Beacon Benefice is a group of the six rural parishes of Cranham, Edge, Harescombe, Painswick, 
Pitchcombe and Sheepscombe, centred around the village of Painswick near Stroud, Gloucestershire.
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Cranham – St James the 
Great

Edge – St John the 
Baptist

Painswick – St Mary’s

We’re 10 minutes from 
Stroud – direct trains to 
London in 1 hr 40, & 20 

minutes from the 
thriving centres of 
Cheltenham and 

Gloucester, easy access 
M5 



 The Beacon Benefice (http://www.beaconbenefice.org.uk)  lies in the Cotswolds, between 
Gloucester and Stroud. Established in 2001 it is made up of six churches. The Benefice area 
has about 4000 residents, 60% of whom are over the age of 45. Most have a 
professional/skilled worker background, with some involved in farming. 

 The Benefice area contains three primary schools: The Croft School in Painswick (140 
pupils),  Sheepscombe School (50 pupils) and Cranham School (57 pupils). Cranham School is 
a VA Church of England school that already has close links with the church – we are working 
to strengthen links with the other schools as well.

 Our area contains three nursing/care homes which our team visits and conducts services.

 Our Ministry Support Team consists of an assistant priest, several retired clergy, readers, 
and lay members who conduct services and make pastoral visits. We have been able to 
maintain our service pattern during the vacancy but in the past our Vicar has typically led 
two services per Sunday and one service in mid-week at different churches across the 
Benefice. 

About our Benefice
The Churches of Cranham, Edge, Harescombe, Painswick, Pitchcombe and Sheepscombe
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http://www.beaconbenefice.org.uk/


Appointment of the Vicar – might this be you?

Following consultation with our church communities, we would like to appoint a Vicar who is …

Excited about the challenge of developing and growing the church in a modern rural 
ministry

Committed to pastoral care and to leading and developing our team of Pastoral Visitors

Enthusiastic about working collaboratively with both lay and clergy 

 Keen to engage with the wider community as well as churchgoers to better share the 
gospel message

Comfortable with a range of worship styles but willing to consider new forms of worship to 
help us to grow our churches

If you have vision and passion and feel a call to this type of ministry, please read 
on ......
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Our Benefice Vision and Challenges

Our Vision….

 To make our churches relevant and accessible to all generations from the children in our 3 
schools to the residents of our 3  care/nursing homes 

 To strengthen relationships between our churches and find ways of sharing ideas and resources 
(people) without diminishing the importance of our individual  churches to their villages

 To better train and develop  our lay members who serve in different capacities such as mission, 
pastoral visiting and leading worship

 To develop and grow PSALMS and Messy Church (see p12) in order to improve ministry to young 
people across our Benefice

 To make our church and clergy more visible and recognised in our communities

.... and challenges …..

 To develop  new models of worship such as PSALMs and Messy Church that reach out to the 
wider community alongside the traditional worship styles that still appeal to many.

 To finding a leader to inspire us and train and encourage those gifted and willing to serve in the 
Benefice 

Can you help us achieve our Vision?
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Where you would live..

The Vicarage

The Vicarage is a substantial detached 4 bedroom family home with garage and an office, located 
about five minute’s walk from the centre of Painswick village.

Painswick and Surroundings

Painswick village is a lovely place to live, with a primary school, doctors’ surgery, dentist, 
pharmacy, post office, library, small supermarket and hairdressers. The village has pubs, hotels, 
cafes and restaurants, and excellent Sporting facilities including a golf club, rugby club, cricket 
club, tennis club and two bowls clubs. 

If you’ve got a family, education choices at primary and secondary levels are exceptional. 
Painswick has a fantastic primary schools and the area is well served at secondary levels with 
excellent grammar, comprehensive and private/public schools. 
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Painswick Vicarage



Who will help you  – (1/3)
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Mike Campbell

Mike has been involved in the Benefice since moving into Painswick in 2005. He is 
currently a member of both Deanery and Diocesan Synods, is a Co-opted member of 
the Diocesan Readers Committee, and has been invited to join two Diocesan Life Vision 
working groups. Mike began training with WEMTC as a Reader in September 2012, and 
was licensed as a Lay Minister in September 2014, having been ‘fast-tracked’ because 
of his previous training as an Accredited Methodist Local Preacher. Mike is involved, in 
the Painswick Country Market, and helps organise the Cirencester Filling Station. 

Sue Hartley

Sue has been licensed since 2010. Her home church is St James’, Cranham, but she is 
happy to work across the Benefice.  Sue works full-time for the NHS as a Healthcare 
Assistant.  She assists as Deacon for Eucharistic services, takes services of the Word 
(including BCP) and special services e.g. All Souls, Remembrance, Christingle, and Crib 
Service.

Sue Stanley

is Reader Emeritus – she takes a monthly weekday service at Resthaven Care Home 
(Pitchcombe), some home communions and particularly funeral services and takes 
Sunday services when required

Licensed Readers



Who will help you  (2/3)

Rev Andrew Leach –
Associate Priest (NSM)

Andrew was ordained in 
2011 and has been 
associate priest in the 
Benefice since 2013. He 
typically takes services on 
three Sundays per month 
and is available for up  to 
three days per week. He is 
involved in pastoral care 
across the Benefice and 
also in preparing service 
rotas. He is married and 
has a grown-up daughter.
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Rev Canon Michael Irving 

Michael retired in 2008 as 
parish priest in 
Minchinhampton in the 
Gloucester Diocese, 
where he was one time 
Director of Ordinands. He 
regularly leads services 
and carries out  pastoral 
ministry across the 
Benefice. Michael is 
married with three adult 
children

Rev David Newell

David was  ordained in 2003 
as a local minister and is now 
an active retired priest. He 
conducts a bi-monthly 
weekday service at Richmond 
Village (care home and 
retirement village in 
Painswick) and provides 
holiday cover for other 
services in the Benefice. He is 
married and lives locally.

Rev Chris Garrett

Chris retired after 25 years 
as a priest in parishes in 
Croydon and now 
regularly takes services in 
the Benefice. He also 
volunteers as a chaplain at 
the Cathedral and in local 
hospitals. He is married 
and and has four adult 
children and 10 
grandchildren. 

The clergy team for the Benefice consists of Rev Andrew Leach, as Associate Priest (NSM) and three 
retired priests with permission to officiate. 



Who will help you – (3/3)

Administrative Assistant

Administrative support for the Vicar is provided by a part-time paid Benefice Administrator based in 
the Benefice Lychgate office, on the edge of Painswick Churchyard.  The office includes a small 
meeting room and is fully equipped and has broadband access.
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Benefice Wedding Co-ordinator

A Benefice Wedding Co-Ordinator works across all 6 churches. Amongst her other duties she 
arranges and attends Marriage Preparation day courses.

Administrative Support

Administration of our Churches

Our churches are well managed and have no significant financial or fabric issues. Day-to-day running 
of the churches  is by PCCs formed of elected volunteers. Representatives from the PCCs (normally 
the Churchwardens) report to a two-monthly Benefice Council chaired by the Vicar.

PCC Treasurers meet at least once each year with the Vicar to discuss and agree the allocation of 
Parish Share and the financial support for PSALMS. Shared costs e.g. the benefice office running 
costs, clergy expenses etc. are paid by the Painswick PCC who are reimbursed by the other parishes.  

Clergy expenses are paid promptly and follow Diocesan Guidelines.



Children and young people  (1/3)

PSALMS

We are excited to work with PSALMS (Putting Sport alongside Local 
Ministries) to provide youth and children’s ministry across our Benefice. 
Established in Painswick in 2005, PSALMS is having a positive impact on 
the lives of our young people and has been recognised nationally by the 
Scripture Union as a Centre of Excellence in the UK for its exciting new 
concept of Sports Ministry.  Since 2016 PSALMS has been in a three-way 
partnership with Scripture Union and the Diocese of Gloucester. 

Engaging with children and young people is a major challenge facing the 
Church nationally. In the Beacon Benefice we are proud that our 
partnership with PSALMS has allowed us to connect with children and 
young people who previously we were unable to reach. Exploring faith 
through participating in sport is allowing young people to discover Jesus 
Christ in a way that is relevant and accessible for them. A willingness to 
pioneer such fresh expressions of church that are more suited to people 
unused to traditional forms of church is part of our vision for the future 
of our Benefice. 
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“I love [Youth Club] ... It’s 

a fun exciting 

atmosphere where I get 

to relax, chill and reflect 

on being a Christian”

“PSALMS is a good place to get involved 

with residentials, such as Soul Survivor, 

which is an awesome opportunity to learn 

more about faith”



Children and young people (2/3)

PSALMS (continued)

Volunteers from our congregations support PSALMS in running school lunchtime clubs, an annual faith-based 
sports’ games session for KS2 children, a weekly youth club for yrs 7-9 and a 12 month Bible-based discipleship and 
leadership course for teenagers.  PSALMS also offer annual residentials for different age groups which are very 
popular, with most participants coming from families with no connection to church.  Every month, the PSALMS 
team lead a prayer and praise service at Cranham and join in Painswick’s Praise service. They also conduct 
occasional services in our other churches, partner with Messy Church, and assist in the church in growing their 
relationships with local families.
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“With the support of the local churches we have really seen a development in 

many of our young people.”  (Nathan Youlton, Strategic Sports Minister, Beacon 

Benefice)

PSALMS’s sporting work in the Beacon area will include community Tennis 
session and a sports camp in school holidays. They have developed a 
valuable Active RE resource at Sheepscombe and The Croft schools, 
working alongside the RE National Curriculum.

The vicar is a vital link between the Benefice and PSALMS and has to date 
been a key member of the Local Management Group and an advocate for 
Sports Ministry across the Diocese - this is something we would wish to 
continue to prioritise as we develop further exciting ways of engaging with 
our young people. 
More information at www.psalms.uk.net

PSALMS Monthly Service

http://www.psalms.uk.net/


Children and young people (3/3)

Messy Church

Currently run in Painswick church by volunteers from several churches in the Benefice, with 
the support of PSALMS, we are encouraged as they build up a group of families who engage 
with the material, the relationships and the structure of the monthly event.  We hope to 
develop these relationships further as we invite the families to the Praise service in Cranham 
and consider sustainable ways of offering more discipleship to the parents.

Our Schools

Cranham is a CofE school with strong links to the 
Church. The Vicar has traditionally been a 
Governor of the school, and has conducted 
occasional acts of worship as well as major school 
services during the year. Both the school and the 
church are keen for this to continue.

The Croft and Sheepscombe schools also use their 
local churches for special services or celebrations 
and the links between the churches and schools 
are generally good. Volunteers from the 
congregations take Open the Book into The Croft 
and Cranham schools weekly or fortnightly during 
term time.  
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Messy Church

Sheepscombe School Nativity Play



Working Together (1/2)

Beacon Mission Team

Set up as an initiative by the previous incumbent, this group has 
been meeting every two months since the end of 2015 for 
discussion, training and planning of missional events. We are 
passionate about developing relationships between the 
congregations of each of our six churches, getting to know and 
sharing the distinctive nature of each of our worshiping 
communities whilst encouraging Benefice-wide collaboration in 
both existing and new forms of worship. Seeking to identify how 
we can develop our idea of what we are called to do as part of 
God’s mission, and following completion of the LICC course, Life on 
the Frontline, we are now planning various events for a prayer 
weekend on the 21st – 23rd June, 2019.
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We want to encourage the message that prayer is important and can be done in many different ways, and in so 
doing, make prayer accessible to everyone in our communities. You can see our Mission Statement 

at http://www.beaconbenefice.org.uk/whos-who-and-how-to-contact-us/whos-who-and-how-to-contact-us.php"

Filling Station

Members of the Mission team and others from the Benefice are active in a regional  branch of Filling Station 
(https://thefillingstation.org.uk/station/cirencester/) which holds  regular meetings in non-church venues with invited 
speakers, contemporary sung worship and accessible prayer ministry. Although outside the Benefice it provides a 
resource which many church leaders find helpful as a ministry tool.

http://www.beaconbenefice.org.uk/whos-who-and-how-to-contact-us/whos-who-and-how-to-contact-us.php
https://thefillingstation.org.uk/station/cirencester/


Working Together (2/2)

Beacon Light newsletter
The Benefice office produces a weekly newsletter which is distributed to 
each church providing details of services across the Benefice as well as 
news about events and courses of interest to the congregations.  In 
addition, each village community has its own newsletter or magazine.

Home groups, Lent & Advent groups
Several home groups operate throughout the Benefice which are open 
to people from any of the six congregations.  Additional groups 
sometimes run during Lent and Advent.

Churches Together Around Painswick
Our ecumenical association of all the Christian churches within the 
Beacon Benefice at present comprises Anglican, Roman Catholic and 
Society of Friends. 

Christian Aid
Most of our parish churches are represented on the Painswick Valley 
Christian Aid Committee together with the Quakers. During Christian Aid 
week, they are active in organising fund-raising at other times of the 
year, particularly in response to disaster appeals.  The total raised in the 
past year was more than  £14000. 

14



Meet Our Churches (1/3)
St James, Cranham 

Cranham has a strong community sense and good mutual support amongst residents.  Cranham 
Church uses a variety of service patterns to encourage accessibility for both younger and older 
people.  In addition to the Cranham Praise service led by PSALMS, there are two communion 
services and two Evensong Services each month. Services are typically attended by 20-30 people, 
with many more at Festival and Remembrance services. Details of services and events, and 
Benefice news, and a letter from the Vicar, are published monthly in the Cranham Village 
Magazine which is available on email.

The features of the Church that are most valued by the community are its friendly and welcoming 
congregation, the variety and regularity of services, and its role in bringing the community 
together at major services for occasions such as the Cranham Feast, Remembrance Day etc.  The 
continuation of strong links between the church and the school is considered of high importance. 

To find out more about us see our Facebook Page at @Cranhamchurch and watch the video on 
our ‘Pathway of Poppies’ created for the 2018 Remembrance at www.cotswoldtv.com/cranham-
pathway-of-poppies/ which has been viewed more than 20,000 times!
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St John the Baptist, Edge

Edge church holds two regular services a month, one a communion service and the other a family 
or theme service. Our style of worship is welcoming, inclusive and hospitable, demonstrated by 
the number of people who stay behind after the services to enjoy tea, coffee and cake, whilst 
catching up with friends and neighbours.

We have strong links with our local community including running a popular monthly “Natter 
Group” for the elderly and isolated within the community, and other activities including a 
community cinema project, Flower & Art festivals and Open Gardens. We are delighted when 
clergy attend these events. Edge shares a community magazine, with Pitchcombe and Harescombe 
which has a monthly letter from the vicar and details of services and church events.

“What a truly splendid party for the Natter Group and others you gave  
yesterday. It really did start the coming Christmas season…”

Cranham Feast Service  

Fellowship after Service, Edge 

https://www.cotswoldtv.com/cranham-pathway-of-poppies/


Meet Our Churches (2/3)

St John the Baptist, Harescombe 

Harescombe is a very rural community mostly of farming and professional families. The 
small parish church holds a 3-parish communion once a month attracting about 10 
communicants and monthly Morning Prayer, which is a a simpler service with fewer attendees.  
Our regular congregation is now elderly but we are joined by our local farmers and young families 
for special services such as Harvest, Carol and Easter services that are well attended and help 
bring our community together.
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St Mary’s, Painswick

Painswick is a large vibrant village which is at the centre of the Beacon Benefice. The community 
offers many social activities, many of which take place in the church and churchyard, including 
concerts, Easter egg hunts, afternoon tea parties for charity and, the annual Painswick Feast. The 
Church rooms are used by the whole village and beyond for social events as well as church 
meetings. 

St Mary’s Church is a very welcoming and offers a variety of styles of worship, aimed at 
encouraging a wide age-range in the congregation, including two traditional holy communion 
services each month supported by a four-part choir, a monthly informal communion service 
supported by a community choir, and an informal Painswick Praise service. Many families attend 
Messy Church at St Mary’s once a month. Despite our efforts however our congregation is mostly 
over the age of 50, and we are keen to increase our contacts with families and young people. 

Our churchyard is being maintained by Leyhill Prison workers, who  carry out the work very 
successfully.

Annual Clypping Service, Painswick



Meet Our Churches (3/3)
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..

St John the Apostle, Sheepscombe

Sheepscombe is a small village with just over 600 residents, a high proportion of who are 
professional and retired professional people. The church holds two Communion Services 
each month and two Morning Prayer services. A 5-strong Local Mission Group often lead 
Sunday services, weekly Morning Prayer, and special services such as Mothering Sunday, 
Carol, and Crib and Christingle services. They also help with pastoral needs in our close 
and caring village, and along with members of the congregation, volunteer with PSALMS 
in the weekly Pulsar Youth Club offered at Sheepscombe School.

The Church is a friendly, welcoming group of people who play a full part in the local 
community and try to build on our community relationships to encourage more villagers, 
of all ages, to join us at Sunday services. We are open to new forms of worship, and 
encourage organisations such as PSALMS in their efforts to attract a younger age-group.

Informal Coffee Service, Sheepscombe   

Sunday Worship, Pitchcombe   

St John the Baptist, Pitchcombe

Pitchcombe is a small village of about 300 residents, of which the church is a focal point.  
The church holds two Holy Communion Services each month as well as themed services with 
biblical and non-biblical readings. We are encouraged that our congregations have been 
growing in recent years. The Church is active in supporting the local community holding 
regular coffee mornings with a speaker, concerts, and a renowned annual Flower Festival. 

The Church is warm and welcoming to all and tries to reach out to the whole village, church-
goers and non-churchgoers alike.  We aim in the future to work even more closely with 
other village organisations  and strengthen our ties with Richmond Retirement Home, as 
well as with younger members of our community.

“The church and village seem to embody what most of us of a certain 
age remember as children - a sense of community and a welcome to persons 
beyond...”



Beacon Benefice Profile (Data)

Edge Cranham Harescombe Painswick Pitchcombe Sheepscombe

Population 180 490 232 2119 300 600

Electoral Roll 29 35 30 135 31 50

Av. Sunday 
attendance

15-25 25 + 2 children 5-10 50-100 25 20-30

% Electoral Roll living 
outside the Parish

15% 20% 10-20% 5% 10-20% 25%

3 Parish Communion 25 N/A 12+ N/A 25 N/A

Special Services in 
2017

Easter 40+ 50-60 27 200 30 44

Remembrance 40+ 100+ N/A 140 28 41

Christmas Day 40+ 50-60 37 250 18 106

Other Crib Service 40+
PSALMS Praise 

20yp & children
Crib 23
Carols49

Clypping 
1000+,Crib 240 

Carols 250

Carols 120 
Flower Fest 80

Crib/Christingle 
142, Mothering 

Sunday 26

Occasional Services 
in 2017

Baptisms 1 0 1 6 1 0

Weddings 0 6 0 15 1 1

Funerals & 
Interment of Ashes

2 + 2 (4) 6 2 32 2 2+2 (4)

School Roll N/A 57 N/A 140 N/A 50+
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Benefice Service Pattern 2018 (incl. PSALMS)

Cranham Edge Harescombe Painswick Pitchcombe Sheepscombe

1st Sunday
11am: Family 
Communion

9.30am: Three 
Parish 

Communion

9.30am: Parish 
Communion

11am: Morning 
Worship 

2nd Sunday

11am: PSALMS 
Praise Service

6.30pm: 
Evensong (BCP)

9.30am: Holy 
Communion –
Sharing in One 

Bread

9.30am: Three 
Parish 

Communion

11am: Parish 
Communion

3rd Sunday
11am: Parish 
Communion

9.30am: Three 
Parish 

Communion

9.30am: Parish 
Communion

11am: Morning 
Worship (lay-

led)

4th Sunday
6.30pm: Evening 

Worship (lay-
led)

11am: Family 
Praise

11am: Morning 
Prayer 

9.30am: 
Painswick Praise

9.30am: Holy 
Communion 

(BCP)

11am: Parish 
Communion

5th Sunday 10am: Benefice Service – moves around the Parishes

Weekday Worship

9am: 2nd

Tuesday 
Morning 

Worship (lay-
led)

9.30am: 1st

Monday Prayer 
in Edge (lay-led)

2pm: 3rd

Thursday Holy 
Communion 

(Brookthorpe 
Hall Care Centre)

11am: 1st

Wednesday Holy 
Communion 
(Richmond 

Village)

5pm: 3rd

Wednesday 
Evening Worship 

(lay-led)

11.30am: 2nd

Monday Holy 
Communion 

(Resthaven Care 
Home)

9.30am: Each 
Thursday 
Morning 

Worship (lay-
led)

Notes: (1)Additionally, before the start of the vacancy, Painswick had 8am BCP Communion on 2nd and 4th Sundays. There was also a Benefice 
Weekday Communion held in Pitchcombe, Sheepscombe, Painswick and Cranham on a rotating basis.  (2) In our present pattern of services, the 
vicar takes on average two services per Sunday and one mid-week service per week. There may be occasions when this changes due to holidays 
or if retired clergy are not available.  (3) All services are from Common Worship unless otherwise stated.       19


