
Hempsted Children and Family Worker 

We have an exciting opportunity for an enthusiastic and committed person who is 
passionate about their faith and community work to join with us in our mission to better to 
support children and families in Hempsted; sharing the transforming Gospel of Jesus Christ 
as we seek to serve the common good 

Job description 

Job title:  Hempsted Children and Family Worker 

Start date:  As soon as possible 

Contract:  3 years with a probationary period of six months 

Location:  Hempsted, Gloucester   

Responsible to: The Rector and Children and Families Steering Group 

Working alongside: Parish pastoral team & Hempsted School pastoral team, Messy 
Church team, baptism team 

Hours: 36 per week full time, flexible and including some evenings and 
Sundays 

Salary: £22,000 per annum (job share applicants also welcome)   

   Full working expenses plus the cost of an annual retreat.  

Annual leave: 34 days per annum plus some bank holidays (and time in lieu when 
required to work at bank holidays). You will be required to work 
Christmas Day and Easter Sunday 

There is a genuine occupational requirement for the job holder to be a practising  
Christian.   
 
Enhanced full DBS required. 

Closing date for applications: Monday 24 June 2019;  interview date: Monday 8 July 2019. 

Who are we? 

St Swithun’s Church and Hempsted Church of England Primary School of 210 pupils are both 
situated in the suburbs of Gloucester. Some children within the parish attend other local 
schools and playgroups. 

We are forward thinking, energetic and welcoming as a church and school; encouraging 
children to fully explore their ideas of faith; to understand the teaching and lessons from the 
Bible and to take those lessons into their daily life with confidence.  

We are committed to our vision: ‘Growing together in God’s Love.’  



We seek to serve the common good such that we can live well together within our diverse 
community. Our school and parish pastoral teams are working well alongside each other to 
support more and more families with short term or complex needs. 700 new homes are 
currently under construction and we anticipate that social diversity and need will grow.   

In all of our work and activity we are embracing and delivering the priorities of the 

 Diocese of Gloucester’s LIFE Vision 

Under the Imagination priority the PCC has the following priorities:  

• Placing Hempsted Church of England Primary School at the heart of our mission with 
creative connections between church and school.  

• Investing in our engagement with baptism families to spark an amazing adventure 
with Jesus Christ.  

 
Under the Engagement priority, the PCC has the following priority: 

• Using sport, music and art to build relationships and share the Christian faith.    
 

What does the role include? 

We have contact with young children and families through Hempsted Church of England 
Primary School, through baptisms, Family Services, Messy Church and the Gordon 
League Rugby Club.  . If you were appointed you would build and deepen these 
relationships, sharing with families the joy, hope, respect and support of the Christian 
faith. You would be:  

• Working alongside the parish pastoral team and Hempsted School’s pastoral team, 
creating a network of support within the community.   

• Working with those running and attending Coffee and Chat:  a weekly drop in for 
parents in the Lysons Hall, Hempsted; liaising with the Family Haven (and other 
agencies as appropriate) in offering support and advice.  

• Working alongside Hempsted Messy Church Team, getting to know our Messy 
Church families to nurture and share faith. Working with the Team to increase 
volunteers.  

• Working alongside the parish Baptism Team, engaging with the families to nurture, 
deepen and share faith. 

• Looking for new opportunities to develop further our good relationships with the 
Gordon League Rugby Club. 

• Involvement in the planning of Family Services, Messy Church Worship, school 
services, Open the Book, collective worship, school/parish prayer days, holiday and 
after school clubs. 

• Supporting and attending the school’s Worship Club and monthly mid-week 
Eucharist attended by groups of school pupils in St Swithun’s.   

• Ensuring that the Diocesan Safeguarding Procedures are complied with as 
appropriate, with the support of the parish safeguarding officers and Rector.  

 



What would be your outcomes : 

It is hard to evaluate this work and it takes time both to grow relationships and to share 
faith. We want to be realistic in our expectations but would expect and pray to see: 

• a measurable deepening of our school/church partnership. 

• progress towards delivering the Diocesan Life Vision priorities for Hempsted 

• more vulnerable families in our community better supported.  

• a growth in our Messy Church members and in various expressions of our church life 
such that we are a more inclusive, all-age community of faith.  

• a stronger link with the Gordon League Rugby Club in Hempsted.   
 

Your support, networking and training 

• Line management from the Rector  

• Pastoral supervision 

• Support from the Children and Families steering group and the PCC 

• Mentoring 

• Ongoing training and development opportunities within the diocese and the Local 
Authority. 

• The prayers of church members.  
 
Your experience and skills to undertake this role: 
Essential  

• Understanding of issues that affect children and families  

• Evidence of good working relationships with community stakeholders and other 
professionals plus families 

• Good communication and record keeping skills 

• Understanding of children’s spirituality  

• Experience with sharing faith with children and families 

• Computer literate & ability to use social media 

• Self-motivation 

• Understanding of working with volunteers 
  
Desirable  

• Car driver 

• Knowledge of children and family support services and volunteer organisation  in the 
locality 

 
For an informal chat about this post, contact Rev Canon Nikki Arthy, Rector  
on 07890 771 530  nikkiarthy@btinternet.com  
 
www.swithunandmary.org.uk   www.hempsted.gloucs.sch.uk 

http://www.swithunandmary.org.uk/
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