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Events and training 
More details for all these events at  
gloucester.anglican.org/events 

 
Free social media training 
Tuesday 10 September, 9.30am to 4pm at 
4 College Green, Gloucester GL1 2LR 
Bring your laptop and log ins for your 

church’s social media accounts and find out  
from the national Church’s digital team 
about social media trends, writing for the 
web, dealing with online negativity and 
how to use Facebook and Instagram. Light 
lunch provided. Book your space online at 
www.gloucester.anglican.org/event/free-
social-media-training-gloucester/ 
 

Ride and Stride  
Saturday, 14 September  
How many miles could you cover in one 
day? The Gloucestershire Historic Church-
es Trust has put out a challenge to see 
who can be sponsored to visit the most 
churches, on foot, bike, horseback, driving 
or public transport. Find out more from 
Glenn at ride-and-stride@speracc.com  
 

Gloucestershire deaf community 
church 
Third Sunday of each month 
(excluding August). Next one is  
Sunday 15 September, 3.15pm 
St Christopher's, Lincoln Ave, Warden Hill, 
Cheltenham. GL51 3DD 
For more information contact the Revd 
Stephen Morris at  
spadework22@gmail.com 

 
 

 
Please do share this invitation with  
11-18 year olds that you know 
 
Catalyst Youth Celebration 
Living out God’s adventure 
Saturday 12 October, 7pm to 9pm, food 
and chill from 5pm at St Andrew’s, 
Churchdown 
Connection, worship, prayer, inspiration 
Speaker is Liz Bewley from OneLife with 

Bishop Rachel. More information from 
barrie@thedoor.org.uk 01453 756745. 

 
Life party  
Saturday 9 November, 2pm to 5pm 
All Saints’ Academy, Blaisdon Way,  
Cheltenham GL51 0WH 
It’s a huge celebration of all that we have 
achieved three years into our LIFE vision. 
Food, drink, dancing, singing, storytelling, 
sports, games, face painting and much 
more. For all in our worshipping  
communities (churches, chaplaincies, fresh 
expressions, families and schools). 
 
Walk with me 

Friday 8 to Sunday 10 November 
Yarnfield, Staffordshire 
Enjoy fellowship and prayer with others 
exploring lay and ordained vocations. 
Learn what studying theology is about and 
hear from trainee ministers and others 
who have responded to God’s call. Visit 
churchofengland.org/ministry-events  

September 2019

 

A church for everyone? 
This month we are looking at how welcoming our local 
churches are and what you could expect if you’re going. 
The Revd Canon Dr Tom Clammer often ministers in 
churches in this area and uses a wheelchair. He shares 

more about how three different churches have shown 
welcome and taken useful steps that help him to access 
worship. 

 
“Beautiful, ancient, historic buildings can be difficult to access. One way 
that churches have made a big difference to me is listing accessibility  
arrangements on their website or on A Church Near You. It’s always best 
to be honest about whether a building can be made accessible and to 
make the information as easily found as possible. Gloucester Cathedral 
has disabled spaces, wheelchairs available to borrow, lifts and hearing 
loop facilities. It explains which areas are accessible and inaccessible  
clearly on the website. This really makes a difference when you are  
planning your visit, but naturally not all churches are this well resourced. 
 
“St Stephen’s in Cinderford advertises on the website that there is  
disabled access and that the toilets include disabled facilities.  I know that 
many other churches provide these facilities, but when you are going 
somewhere new, it’s really helpful to know in advance what is  
available.  
 
“St Luke’s in Tutshill, where I regularly preach, has recently completed a 
reordering. They ensure that there is a suitable space for me to sit with 
my wife for worship, as well as arrangements for taking holy communion 
which is vital to my feeling of welcome and belonging in a church. 
 
“A growing number of churches across the area are thinking about access 
for those with different challenges to accessing church. If you’re keen to 
visit church but are not sure about accessibility, do give your local vicar a 
call (details on achurchnearyou.com) to find out what’s available.” 



Dementia Songs of Praise:  
Remembering the past, engaging in the present 

 

The Revd Canon Nikki Arthy and her  
pastoral team in Gloucester City and 
Hempsted became increasingly aware of a 
number of people in their worshipping 
communities living with dementia. They 
wanted better to understand and support 
those who have dementia and the people 
who care for them. 
 

Nikki said. “We wanted to understand dementia better and how we could 
welcome those living with dementia into our church building and so we  
arranged training to become more informed. One of the things to come 
out of that training was an idea to start a monthly Songs of Praise for those 
with dementia and their carers. 
 
“We sing lots of old hymns that people love and trigger memories. We 
have had some lovely feedback, with one carer telling us that it’s the only 
thing the gentleman she looks after will get out of bed for. Memories may 
fade, we may become muddled, but we are always held in the memory of 
God who loves each and every one of us. Our responsibility as a church is 
to reach out and support those living with dementia and their carers, as well 
as going out into our communities and supporting those living with  
dementia as well.” 

The Barnwood Trust is a local charity that focusses on inclusion of people 
living with all sorts of disability.  The Barnwood Trust run an excellent  
programme of free training, which is open to everyone, that help us think 

through how to ensure that everyone is included in our church and  
community events:   www.yourewelcome.to/workshops 

Fingerspelling session 

Gloucestershire Deaf Church organised a fingerspelling session to help  
people learn a new skill. It was planned as part of the FestivALL, a month of 
inclusive activities across Gloucestershire, encouraging people to meet, 
share and learn from each other. People who went along learned the deaf 
manual alphabet which can be used for basic communication. For more  
information contact Stephen Morris on spadework22@gmail.com 
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More than welcome: disability training 

Saturday 12 October, 9.30am to 4.30pm 
St Bartholomew, Coaley GL11 5EB 

If you are part of a worshipping community and would like to find out more about 
supporting the full participation of disabled people at your church, you might be 
interested in the More than Welcome: disability training. It’s on Saturday 12  
October, 9.30am to 4.30pm, at St Bartholomew, Coaley  GL11 5EB.  Despite one 
in six people in the UK experiencing disability, all too often churches don’t know 
how to respond. And those who do, can find themselves stuck in old, unhelpful 
ways of doing things.  

“When you talk to disabled people, you’ll hear that nine 
times out of ten, it’s attitude, not architecture that says you 

are welcome.” 
Extract from the ‘More than Welcome’ training brochure  

gloucester.anglican.org/more-than-welcome-disability-training-gloucestershire  

Taking care of your mental health with Scroll Free September 

This September we are getting behind the Royal 
Society for Public Health’s Scroll Free  
September campaign.  It’s a chance to take a 
break from social media and find out what you 
could do with that extra time in your day.  
 
Social butterfly—take a break from  
social media at social events 
Night owl—give up social media after 6pm 
Cold turkey—give up all personal  
accounts for 30 days 
Sleeping dog—give up social media in the  
bedroom 

Busy bee—take a break from personal accounts at school or work. 
 
Social media can take its toll on our self-esteem and lead us to focus on 
looking a certain way. #liedentity helps us to recognise that who we are is 
much more than how we look. Taking a break from social media might be 
just want you need to help put life back into perspective. 
www.rsph.org.uk/our-work/campaigns/scroll-free-september.html 
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