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Evangelism



Evangelism is people 
knowing more of Jesus 

when they leave you, than 
when they met you 



Retention 
evangelism 

Those already in  
your church

Outreach 
evangelism 

Schools Work 
Drop ins 

Detached work



For every 

1 convert 


that joins the 
church, there are 

26 none-verts 

who leave the 

church
Analysis from the annual British Social Attitudes 
survey and the biennial European Social Survey



of church leavers reported  
that no one came after them  

when they left church
Steve Aisthorpe, The Invisible Church - Learning from the experiences of churchless Christians  

(Edinburgh, St Andrew Press, 2016)

92%



Those who self-identify as Christian and who strongly agree that their religious faith is 
very important in their life, but are “dechurched”—that is, they have attended church in 
the past, but haven’t done so in the last six months (or more). These individuals have a 

sincere faith (89% have made a personal commitment to Jesus Christ that is still 
important to their life today), but are notably absent from church. According to 

aggregate Barna tracking data, this group makes up one-tenth of the population, and it’s 
growing (up from 7% in 2004)

Love Jesus  
but not  

the church



At what age did practising Christians come to fai! 

BEFORE THE AGE OF 5  40% 
5 - 10  16% 
11 - 18  19% 

19 - 24  8% 
25+  8% 

DON’T KNOW 9%

56% PRE 11 
75% PRE 18 
83% PRE 25



At what age did you stop considering yourself to be a 
member of !is religious group? 

5 - 10 4% 
11 - 18  37% 
19 - 24  22% 
25-34  14% 

45-54       10% 
55+   6% 

UNSURE 1%.
41% PRE 18 
63% PRE 25



50.2% of the 
churches 
surveyed 
regularly 
discussed the  
basic beliefs of 
the Christian 
faith with young 
people.  
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When asked which two or three reasons were most important in bringing 
practicing young people to faith, family was the biggest influencer 

Q32.	When	you	think	about	the	reasons	you	became	a	Chris>an	which	two	or	three	of	the	following,	if	any,	were	most	important	for	you?		
Ac>ve	Chris>ans	(b=262)	
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Q32.	When	you	think	about	the	reasons	you	became	a	Chris>an	which	two	or	three	of	the	following,	if	any,	were	most	important	for	you?		

Ac>ve	Chris>ans	(b=262)	



Among Anglicans who say that religion is very important in 
their lives, only 36% listed religious faith as an especially 
important quality that children can be encouraged to learn at 
home, compared to good manners (94%) or tolerance and 
respect (83%).  
European Values Study, quoted in Voas and Watt, The Church Growth Research Programme Report. 

Faith in the family is key, however…



28% of church-attending Christians report that they do not 
mind whether or not their children share their beliefs. 
Mark, O., 2016. Passing on Faith. Theos and Canterbury Christ Church University. 

Despite 85% of parents believing that they are primarily 
responsible for their child’s spiritual development, they also 
genuinely believe that the Church is better placed than they 
are to actually do it. 
A Barna study quoted in Alexander, L., 2012, Children, Families & God: Drawing the Generations Together to Change the World, Evangelista Media.  



But we don’t 
have very many 
young people

0 3820 36.1%
1-5 3070 29.0%
6-10 1380 13.1%
11-15 760 7.2%
16-20 500 4.7%
20-25 330 3.1%
26-50 540 5.1%
51-100 140 1.3%
100+ 30 0.3%

Average Child Sunday 

Attendance 


Based on 10,522 who completed 

single-church statistics for mission returns 2016




BIGger  
= better





What does 
Evangelism with 

young people 
look like?



Assuming we have the same definition of ‘in’ as the 
young people do1
Assuming ‘the young people aren’t open to faith’2
Assuming the young people are open but ’aren’t ready 
yet’3
Assuming ‘anyone can come to your church’4



Assuming we have 
the same definition 
of ‘in’ as the young 
people do

1



Are you a christian?

Do you go to church 
at least monthly?

Are you an ‘active’ 
christian? 

41%

13%

21%



Every day

Every week

Every month

Every 2-3 months

1-2 times per year

Never

Don’t know

51% attend monthly or more

35%

14%

10%

27%

11%

2%

1%



Assuming ‘the 
young  
people aren’t 
open to faith’

2



Do you believe 
Jesus was  

a real person?

Do you believe 
Jesus rose  

from the dead?

54%

37%



of young people don’t 
know anyone who is a 

Christian45%



Family

Friends

Teachers

TV & the media

The news

Info or videos online

Celebreties

Youth workers

36%

23%

21%

11%

9%

9%

36%

73%



Assuming the 
young people are 
open but ’aren’t 
ready yet’

3



Contact

Commitment

Nurture



There was an 
expectation that 
they would talk 

about faith





Convince me 
A ‘Convince me’ person likes to weigh 
stuff up before coming to conclusions. 

John 20 - ‘Convince me’ Thomas



Let me experience 
A ‘Let me experience’ person just goes 

ahead and tries stuff 
Luke 10 - Sending the 72



Talk with me 
A ‘Talk with me’ person is looking to 

connect through conversation. 
Luke 24 - Emmaus Road



Show me 
A ‘Show me’ person is practical and 

down-to-earth. 
John 8 - Feeding of the 5,000



Contact

Commitment

NurtureGrowth



Assuming 
‘anyone can 
come to your 
church’

4



The invite



The time



The worship



The rituals and 
traditions



The communion



togetherwithgod.org.uk
kitchentable.org.uk faithinkids.org

schoolswork.co.uk 

Fusion Discipleship deck 
fusionmovement.org 

Youth Alpha Series 
alpha.org/alpha-youth-series 

Mission Academy Live 
hopetogether.org.uk/mal Shuffle Cards - youthscape.co.uk 

table-talk.org

http://togetherwithgod.org.uk
http://kitchentable.org.uk
http://faithinkids.org
http://schoolswork.co.uk
http://fusionmovement.org
http://alpha.org/alpha-youth-series
http://hopetogether.org.uk/mal
http://youthscape.co.uk

