
Read Together 

After Easter - The world was not the same 

After Jesus’ resurrection, his friends had knew the world would not be the same.  Jesus was 

not there to lead them and teach them every day, so they decided to try and get back to their 

normal lives. 

‘Come on,’ said Peter.  ‘I’m fed up with just hanging about, I am going fishing!’   

One by one the other disciples got up and went with him.  By the time they had untangled 

their nets, cleaned the boat and launched out on to the lake it was late.  The friends fished 

through the dark quiet of the night, grateful for the stillness and time for their own thoughts. 

As the sun rose Andrew and James stirred from their dozing and got up. Their strong, able 

fishermen’s hands checked the nets in the same familiar way they had hundreds of times     

before.  Nothing!  They had caught absolutely nothing, not one tiny fish.  A man, walking on 

the shore, called out to them, ‘Hey lads, you haven’t caught anything have you?’ 

‘No’ they replied rather sulkily.   

The man shouted, ‘Throw your nets out on the other side of your boat’. 

‘That’s a waste of time, he’s having a laugh,’ grumbled Peter, but somehow he                  

knew he had to do what the man said.  Huffing and puffing he pulled the nets                              

across the boat and out into the water. Fish!  Wriggling, squiggling, jumping fish teemed in the 

nets, more than the friends could possibly lift.  One of Jesus’ very closest friends looked at 

the man on the shore. ‘It’s   Jesus’ he said to Peter. 

Splash!  Peter was in the lake and swimming towards Jesus. 

The fire glowed and the smell of cooked fish drifted on the air as the fishermen hauled in the 

huge catch of fish, there were one hundred and fifty-three huge fish. (I wonder who counted 

them?) 

‘Come,’ said Jesus.  ‘Bring some of your fish and let’s have breakfast’. 

No one, not even Peter, asked the man who he was.  Somewhere deep   

inside them, they all knew it was Jesus. It was supposed to be a getting back 

to normal day, but after Easter the world was not the same. 



Create and Make  
 

Think of your favourite recipe. Could you try baking 

it but add a different or unusual ingredient to     

transform it from the ordinary to the extraordinary? 

Did you know you can find recipes for courgette 

cakes, mud muffins or curry cookies online? What 

else can you find and make?  

Did You Know?    

Even though they knew Jesus had miraculously risen from the dead after Easter, the disciples still longed for 

things to return to normal. They went back to fishing – the thing they knew best. However, things hadn’t 

gone back to normal completely. Jesus met with them in a new way, in their ‘new normal’.  

Throughout history, people have been faced with challenging, transformed circumstances and sometimes 

the way they deal with these changes has made them inspirational. Do you know how the following people        

responded to changes: 

Nelson Mandela a politician whose world changed when he spoke up for black people to be treated 

equally in South Africa. 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/nelson-mandela 

Ann Frank a young Jewish writer, her world changed during world war two  

www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/anne-frank-facts 

Jonny Peacock a world class athlete, his world changed after a serious illness. 

  www.jonnie-peacock.com/about/about-jonnie 

Rio Ferdinand a famous football player whose world and his children’s changed when his wife died. This 

film is for adults and shows some of the ways he supported his children in their grief.  

www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ZwmEGXvfKE 

Greta Thunberg’s world changed after she had sat still for a while and became famous for protesting 

about climate change. 

 www.natgeokids.com/uk/kids-club/cool-kids/general-kids-club/greta-thunberg-facts  

 

Courageous Advocacy  
 

In the story of Jesus and the disciples having a  

picnic breakfast after Easter, it was important that 

the disciples listened to what Jesus said and, even 

though it seemed strange, they put their nets on 

the other side of the boat.  

It is strange to be asked to stay at home and there 

are plenty of other things we are currently being 

asked to do differently. Think carefully about how 

important it is to listen. Can you think of any ways 

you can make the world better simply by listening 

carefully?  



Family Fun 

 

Think of things you usually do and then consider how 

you can do the ordinary things a little differently. For 

example, how about having a picnic breakfast, like 

Jesus and the disciples. You could even try eating fish 

for breakfast, what about a fishfinger sandwich? If you 

are able to go on walks together, you could try: 

going on a penny walk – every time you need to   

decide to go left or right – toss a coin. Heads go 

right, tails go left. See what new things you discover 

setting the alarm and go really early – can you hear 

the dawn chorus?  Or wait until it’s late and go on a 

twilight adventure taking a prayer journey: head out 

of the door knowing Jesus is alongside you. You can 

pray for things that are worrying you or things that 

just pop into your mind. You can pray for the people 

and places you pass. For further information go to 

https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/wp-content/

uploads/2019/09/DGLOS_02551_PrayerBooklet-

Journey.pdf  

 Under 5s 

 

There are lots of fish games to play to help you talk about this story of Jesus and the catch of fish. For    

example, play ‘flapping fish’ by racing paper fish across a hard floor surface by hitting the ground behind 

them with rolled up newspaper or magazine, remember no one is allowed to touch the fish!                   

You can see it here.  www.youtube.com/watch?v=6pp-8kZvm0A 

Experiment with fish made from different materials like plasticine, kitchen foil, 

paper and see which sink or float in a bowl of water.   

Make a fishing game with repurposed fridge magnets. 

Use the back board from a shopping list pad, wooden BBQ skewers, wool, fish 

cut from an old magazine, paper clips.  Don’t make the fish too big or heavy 

about 4-5 cms  

 

Prayer Spaces 

 

Recognising that after Easter the world was not the 

same is a particularly poignant reality in 2020, chat 

together about how the disciples must have felt.  

For the disciples even fishing wasn’t the same.  What’s 

not the same after Easter this year?  What is even 

better about this time after Easter this year?  What 

things do you have time to do that are a treat?  

Find two jars and label them with a picture of a boat 

and a picture of a fish. You could use sticky labels or 

‘Sharpies’. 

As you think about these things, pop something like a 

pebble, marble or Lego brick in the boat jar for all the 

things you can think of that are different.  Ask God to 

help you deal with these changes. 

In the jar with the fish – think of all the good things 

that are happening and thank God for those things.  


