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Information for Clergy, Readers and Church Wardens, in the Diocese of Gloucester 
Funeral Project 

As you know, the Church’s funeral ministry remains vitally important in these difficult times. 
Although the current constraints make ministry to the dying and the bereaved particularly 
challenging, it is very good to see how clergy and Readers are responding creatively to the situation. 
Thank you for all you are doing to offer comfort and support to people in distressing circumstances.  

As part of its response to the Coronavirus crisis, the Diocese of Gloucester Board of Finance 
(GDBF) has decided to waive all its usual funeral fees. 

This is being done in recognition of the substantial way in which funeral ministry has changed. With 
simple graveside and crematoria services as our principal options, and with the number of mourners 
able to be present restricted, this is the right thing to do. The revised fees and Frequently Asked 
Questions section below sets out the detail. 

As we offer this ministry, we also remain hugely grateful to you, to all our local funeral directors, 
crematoria and cemetery staff, and gravediggers, conscious of the particular pressures we are all 
facing at this time. Thank you for all you are doing in supporting them alongside caring for the 
bereaved. 

Canon Andrew Braddock 

Director of Mission and Ministry 

 

Revised Fees 

For the duration of the crisis, all statutory ministerial fees due to the GDBF, whether for a service at 
a graveside or crematorium, will be waived. These include fees of £108 for a graveside service and 
£199 for a crematorium service. The principal fees that remain are all payable to the local parochial 
church council (PCC): 

• For the burial of a body in a churchyard: £305 
• For the burial of cremated remain in a churchyard: £123 

For the avoidance of doubt, we anticipate that these burials will usually be in the context of a simple 
graveside service. 

• All services at crematoria or a graveside in a cemetery: No charge 

Minister may still ask for reasonable travel expenses. 

Continued…. 



Frequently Asked Questions 

 

How long will this policy remain in place? 

As long as the constraints associated with the Coronavirus pandemic remain in force. When church 
buildings are open again and mourners can gather in numbers, we will review the policy. 

 

Can a PCC also waive its fees? 

Yes. This is a matter for each PCC to decide. Any decision to waive fees should be made just for the 
duration of the pandemic and recorded clearly in parish records. 

Please let Heather Dehnel-Wild know if you do waive PCC fees so that the correct funeral invoices 
can be issued: HDehnelwild@glosdioc.org.uk  

 

I am a self-supporting minister, house-for-duty priest, retired minister or Reader who has 
been able to claim a casual duty fee for helping to cover funerals. Will I still receive a fee? 

Yes. We do not want anyone to be financially dis-advantaged by this decision.  

For all churches covered by the Diocese of Gloucester Funeral Project, the casual duty fee will 
continue to be remitted to all qualifying ministers as it is now.  

 

Are you letting funeral directors know about these changes? 

Yes, a separate message is going out to all Funeral Directors across the diocese so that they are 
aware of this policy change. 

 

Are you letting parish treasurers know about these changes? 

Yes. The finance team will be updating parish treasurers in a separate communication. 

 

Will it be possible to apply this policy retrospectively to services that happened after the 
restrictions on funerals came into place? 

Yes. We are able to apply this policy as if from 24th March 2020, the date from which church 
buildings were closed and numbers of mourners at funerals were restricted.  

If you would like further information about how to go about this please contact Canon Andrew 
Braddock in the first instance: ABraddock@glosdioc.org.uk 

 

 


