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1.  AN INTRODUCTION TO THE MORETON VALE BENEFICE 

 

Welcome to the Benefice of Moreton in Marsh, Batsford, Todenham, Lower Lemington and Longborough - known locally as the 

Moreton Vale Benefice, situated at the northern edge of the Cotswolds. We are conservative evangelical churches. As we have 

been reflecting on the nature of our Benefice, below are some ways people view our churches. 

 

Christ-centred: the very centre of our faith is Jesus Christ, His love, His forgiveness and His high demands for our day to day 

lives. His substitutionary atonement is essential to our faith. We encourage one another never to lose sight of Jesus. 

Discipling: in line with our strap line of ‘growing disciples’, we know there is so much to learn as we mature in our Christian 

faith. Many people come to our church especially for the Bible-based expository teaching. 

Mission-minded: we actively support mission partners in this country and around the world, both financially and in regular 

prayer. 

Evangelistic: we run regular Christianity Explored groups, as well as using other ways to make Jesus known to the local 

community and showing his love practically. 

Prayerful: we have learned that we can do nothing without God’s guidance and empowering. The times when we pray together 

are at the heart of our church family life.  

Vibrant: as you will see, a wide range of activities takes place across the Benefice. 

Welcoming: the churches have an inclusive and welcoming feel. Every Sunday we have newcomers and visitors, and we try to 

make everyone feel welcomed and valued. 

All-age: babies are often brought from a few days old, and there are several members of our church family who are well into 

their nineties. We love the rich diversity of ages and backgrounds. 
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2.  MORETON VALE BENEFICE IN A NUTSHELL 

 

KEY STATISTICS  

Number of people living in the Benefice 5000+ 

Worshippers per church Moreton 220 per week 

 Batsford 30 per service 

 Longborough 20 per service 

 Todenham 16 per service 

Numbers on electoral roll Moreton and Batsford 243 

 Longborough 36 

 Todenham 18 

Adults on ChurchSuite Moreton and Batsford 363 

Children on the register 42 

Children average attendance  25 

Youth on the register 23 

Youth average attendance 15 

Homegroups 13 (comprising 147 people) 

 

 

OCCASIONAL SERVICES 

Weddings in the Benefice 2019 4 

Baptisms in the Benefice 2019 4 

Funerals in the Benefice 2019 14 
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SERVICE PATTERN ACROSS THE BENEFICE  

(REFLECTING THE SHAPE OF OUR SERVICES PRIOR TO LOCKDOWN)  

 

Time Style of service Recent Bible series 

Moreton 

Sunday 8 am  

Holy Communion 

A quiet service each week using the Book of 
Common Prayer 

We use the lectionary 

Sunday@9.30 A lively family-focused service, with activities for 
children and young people. Often on the 2nd 
Sunday we have an informal communion; 3rd 
Sunday, Family Service 

1 Timothy, Ezekiel, Giving 
in Grace,  
John 13‒21 

Sunday@11 A more traditional service, often with organ; 

2nd Sunday, Holy Communion; 

3rd Sunday, Family Service with orchestra 

As above 

Sunday@6 A weekly informal service  Joel, human sexuality, 
2 Corinthians 

Wednesday 10 am  A quiet service each week using the Book of 
Common Prayer 

 

Batsford 

Sunday 9.30 am  

Holy Communion 

1st and 3rd Sundays using the Book of Common 
Prayer 

We use the lectionary 

Longborough 

Sunday 10 am  1st Sunday, Morning Prayer 

4th Sunday, Holy Communion 

  

Parts of the series from 
Moreton 

Todenham 

Sunday 9.30 am  

Holy Communion 

4th Sunday, using the Book of Common Prayer We use the lectionary 

Lower Lemington 

 Services at Easter, Harvest and Christmas  
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3.  WHO WE ARE 

 

OUR BELIEFS 

As a church we are defined by three convictions. 

 

We are a Christian church 

We believe in one God who has revealed Himself supremely through His Son, the Lord Jesus. To know God the Father, we must 

put our trust in His Son and His death for our sins. The chief work of God the Holy Spirit is to draw people to faith in Christ. 

 

We are an Evangelical church 

We believe that the Bible is God’s word and is therefore our authority in all matters of faith and conduct. In all our activities we 

seek to listen to and obey God’s word in Scripture. We also aim to proclaim the Bible’s wonderful message of salvation through 

Christ to as many people as possible. 

 

We are an Anglican church 

We stand in the tradition of the Anglican Reformers of the 16th Century, affirming with them the great truths that were 

rediscovered at the time of the Reformation, such as the sovereignty of God in salvation, justification by faith alone and 

salvation in Christ alone. However, all Christians from any denomination are warmly welcome with us, for our unity is in Christ. 

 

OUR JOURNEY 

St David’s Moreton has a long history of serving God in this 

community. Our recently retired Rector, Steve Wookey, joined the 

church in March 1996. Under Steve, and a succession of Curates 

and retired clergy, the church has grown and flourished. Steady 

growth of our morning congregation led to a decision in January 

2018 to hold two separate morning services. This has resulted in 

even more growth. The outcome is a church in Moreton that is very 

different in size and nature from when Steve first arrived, and it 

thus presents different opportunities and challenges for the next 

Minister. 

 

During Steve Wookey’s time in Moreton, the parish of St James Longborough was added to the existing Benefice of St David’s 

Moreton and St Mary’s Batsford, along with St Thomas à Becket Todenham and St Leonard’s Lower Lemington.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our priorities are to build up the congregation through inspirational 

teaching based upon the Bible as the inspired word of God, thus 

equipping us to share our faith effectively. 

A church member 
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OUR PRIORITIES AND VISION  

Our strapline across the Benefice is “Growing disciples who make disciples”, which encapsulates both our priorities as Christians 

and our vision. Our priorities and our vision are to reach out with the gospel of salvation to those in our community who are yet 

to find faith. Those priorities and vision motivate us to be true disciples who are learning and growing. 

 

OUR TEAM 

Our staff team comprises  

• Ben Thompson, our Pioneer Minister, has been on the staff team for eight years  

• Claire Mason, our Parish Worker, has been a full time staff member for twenty two years  

• Margo Stansbury, our church Administrator 

• Nico Spreeth, our newly appointed Youth and Children’s Worker 

• Jo Spreeth, our Ministry Assistant – also newly appointed  

• Sharon Squires, our newly appointed Communications and IT Officer  

• Ian Bentley, our part-time non-stipendiary Associate Minister (since July 2018).  

 

In addition, Max Nicholls and Jamie Avis, our Church Wardens, play a full part in our weekly staff meetings. 

 

 

From left to right: Jamie Avis (Church Warden); Ben Thompson (Pioneer Minister); Sharon Squires (Communications and IT 

Officer); Max Nicholls (Church Warden); Ian Bentley (Associate Minister); Margo Stansbury (Administrator); Jo Spreeth (Ministry 

Assistant); Nico Spreeth (Youth and Children’s Worker); Claire Mason (Parish Worker)  
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4. OUR BENEFICE 

Our Benefice is set in the beautiful countryside of the North Cotswolds. We are part of the North Cotswold Deanery of the 

Diocese of Gloucester, where we have five churches represented by three PCCs. The Benefice centres round Moreton in Marsh; 

many of the activities happen in Moreton, but we endeavour to strengthen church life in each of the parishes. This happens in 

various ways, such as taking the evening service to the village churches, running Christianity Explored in Longborough, and 

supporting other local activities. 

 

ST DAVID’S MORETON IN MARSH  

 

There has been a visible Christian witness in Moreton since 

the 13th century. There is a tradition that the church 

building was rebuilt and re-consecrated in the middle of the 

16th century. The nave was enlarged in 1790. Most of the 

church was rebuilt in 1858 and the tower was replaced in 

1860. The chancel and south aisle were enlarged in 1892 and 

the east end of the south aisle has been used as a chapel 

since 1927. In 2004 there was a major reordering of the 

inside of the church building.  

 

 

 

 

 

ST MARY’S BATSFORD   

St Mary’s Batsford, is part of the Parish of St David’s, with whom it shares two Church Wardens 

and is represented by them on the St David’s PCC. St Mary’s is an integral and valued part of the 

Moreton Benefice church family.  

Batsford is a small rural community closely linked to the Batsford Estate and Batsford Arboretum. 

The Estate is owned by the Dulverton family, and Lord Michael Dulverton is one of our Benefice 

Patrons. The church can be visited by visitors to the Arboretum, and the comments in the Visitors 

Book and the donations left bear witness to the quiet and spiritual nature of the building and its 

interior. 

St Mary’s congregation meets on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month for a 1662 Prayer Book 

Service of Holy Communion. This offers a traditional alternative to the less formal style of St 

David’s Moreton for those who prefer this type of service, and it is much valued and appreciated. 

The regular congregation numbers between 20 and 30, and it is a worshipping community in its own right. It shares a sincere 

sense of fellowship, enjoys meeting together and is genuinely welcoming to all – regulars and visitors alike. Some of St David’s 

members attend St Mary’s once a month, so there is rarely any sense of “them and us” between the two congregations. 
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ST JAMES LONGBOROUGH 

 

Longborough is a small village 3 miles south of Moreton in Marsh. It boasts a 

village shop, Church of England primary school, a local pub and St James Church. It 

has an amazing community spirit where everyone supports and helps each other. 

The church is a beautiful and historic building at the heart of the village, loved and 

cared for by Christians and the local community. There is a small core group of 

believers who attend regularly; a larger number of people from the village attend 

for festivals such as Christmas and Easter. The school holds all its special services 

in St James. 

 

The church family is caring, loving, open and warm, welcoming to everyone in the village, other parts of the Benefice and 

visitors. It is Bible based, prayerful (there are weekly prayer meetings), active and outward looking, with a priority and vision for 

the next five years to encourage prayer and putting Jesus first in all activities.  

A Homegroup is held twice a month. Church members present Open the Book Assemblies fortnightly in the village school.  

 

ST THOMAS À BECKET TODENHAM 

 

Todenham is a small village with mainly retired people. The church is a quiet, very 

beautiful building. It is a good and united church. A PCC of eight people works 

hard to look after the church and keep it going.  

 

A monthly Communion service attracts between 10 and 20 people. About 30 

people attend the Easter Sunday service and 60–80 the Christmas Carol service. 

 

 

 

  

ST LEONARD’S  LOWER LEMINGTON 

 

St Leonard’s is a delightful small church, with 12th Century sections in its 

architecture; tucked away in the hamlet of Lower Lemington, it often comes as a 

surprise to visiting hikers.  

 

It has three annual services – Easter Communion, Harvest Festival and Christmas 

Carols. The church has no electricity or heating, but nevertheless is well attended 

for the special festivals. It is looked after by a Chapel Warden and is part of 

Todenham parish with regards to PCC representation 
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THE IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON OUR CHURCH LIFE  

 

During the Covid-19 lockdown we have moved much of our ministry online. We are livestreaming a weekly pre-recorded service 

on youtube.stdavids.org.uk, and this is accessed by about 250 ‘devices’ per week. Many are watching in pairs or family units, 

suggesting a much higher overall number of viewers.  

 

We have introduced a Daily Thought sent out by email, phoneline and youtube channel to feed and encourage the churches. We 

have run two online Christianity Explored courses and provided midweek teaching and training by Zoom, as well as enabling our 

homegroup members, of all ages, to access Zoom meetings for fellowship.  

 

We have held online fellowship meetings and prayer meetings and run two 24-hours of prayer. As we begin to emerge from 

lockdown, we are reflecting on the wisest way to do this so that we can: 

• serve the needs of the entire church family 

• continue to reach out beyond our church family and  

• set a trajectory that will support the medium- and long-term health and growth of the church. 

 

  

http://youtube.stdavids.org.uk/


 

 

12 Moreton Vale Benefice Parish Profile 

Moreton Vale Benefice 2020 

5.  WHAT WE DO  

 

Worship 

Our Sunday services are central to our life as a Benefice. In Moreton, the three main Sunday services are at 9.30 am, 11 am and 

6 pm.  

 

Sunday@9.30 is informal and has a congregation of about 100 people. We have refreshments before the service and we use 

“Ising” for our music. Children’s and youth activities run alongside the service. 

11 am, while more traditional, following Anglican liturgy and often using the organ, is a lively service with over 100 attendees; it 

is followed by coffee. Our 6 pm service (Sunday@6) is also informal, with 40–60 attendees. The Bible is central to all our services 

as we look to explain it clearly and relevantly. Worship in the other churches is shown in the service pattern earlier in the profile. 

 

Evangelism 

Christianity Explored is at the heart of our evangelistic efforts. In 

addition, we continually aim through our preaching both to 

proclaim the gospel and to encourage people to witness to Jesus. 

We provide opportunities for church members to invite people, 

through regular ‘guest’ services, men’s breakfasts, and one-off 

events.  

 

 

 

Prayer 

At St David’s, our regular pattern is to have a Fellowship evening every month for prayer. But alongside that we encourage 

homegroups to be praying groups. We also have one-off prayer events, especially at times of crisis such as during the Brexit 

debate and the time of coronavirus. At St James Longborough there is a weekly prayer meeting. 

 

Teaching 

We take teaching and obeying the Bible seriously, encouraging people to apply Bible truths to their daily lives. We devote 20–25 

minutes to the sermon in all our main services at St David’s. In the other churches a substantial sermon is preached at each 

service. We also run courses in Lent and arrange one-off events, such as a recent morning where a visiting Minister spoke on 

using Psalms in our personal devotions. Many people attend the Keswick Convention during the summer. 
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Children and youth 

At St David’s, our regular work with children takes place during the 9.30 

am morning service. A crèche is available for babies, and the older 

children are split into three age groups with relevant Biblical teaching.  

At the same time, the younger teenagers also meet in Big Fish (Sunday).  

That same age group, 11‒14s, meets on Friday evenings, with an open-

style youth club at 'Big Fish Fridays'. ‘The Bridge’, for 14‒18s, caters for 

Christian teenagers after the Sunday evening service.  

 

 

 

 

We also link in with the two schools in our Benefice, doing assemblies and Open the Book in both Moreton and Longborough 

and running a Jesus and Me club from St David’s school. Church Members hold the posts of chair and vice chair of the governors 

of St David’s school, currently rated outstanding by SIAMS. The two schools have occasional services in church and there is a 

thriving Mums and Tots group on a Wednesday morning at St David’s. 

 

 

 

I have found many friends both in and 

outside of church from Mums and Tots, 

and I have found it a very supportive 

group. It is always nice to chat not only 

to the other mums but the army of lovely 

ladies that run it. 

 A church member 

 

 

We need someone who will continue the 

excellent work and association with the 

Primary School. 

A church member 

 

 

 

I like Big Fish because it helps me 

understand the Bible more. 

A youth member 
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Homegroups 

We place a lot of emphasis on getting people into homegroups to study together, to pray for the life of the church and support 

each other. There are 13 small groups, all but one meeting in the evening, and three Women’s Bible Study groups, totalling 30 

women on a Monday morning. In addition, there is a fortnightly homegroup in Longborough. 

 

Mission support 

We have an active group helping us to support mission, both overseas and in this country, with 10% of our regular giving going 

to financially support our ‘mission partners’. We are a founder member of the North Cotswolds Gospel Partnership, which 

includes churches from different denominations in this area of Gloucestershire, Oxfordshire and Warwickshire. 

 

Pastoral Care 

Support for those who are struggling, lonely or going through difficult times happens in many ways, not least under the auspices 

of Claire Mason our Parish Worker. There are several groups where people can meet for support. 

Friday Club is a group for all of retired age that meets on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of the month. It offers a wide variety of 

activities, a short Bible based, talk or thought for the day and an excellent tea.  

Bereaved but not Alone is a group for people who have faced or are facing the pain of bereavement. Homegroups seek to 

support their members and, alongside this, is the support of individuals for their friends.  

 

Administration 

Margo Stansbury is our part-time administrator, looking after much of the day to day activities of the Benefice and the running 

of St David’s Centre. A part-time Assistant Treasurer looks after the regular financial affairs. The St David’s and St Mary’s PCC has 

16 members and meets 10 times a year, while the PCCs at St James and Thomas à Becket are smaller and meet approximately 

four times a year. 

 

Groups and clubs 

A number of other groups meet as part of the regular life of the Benefice. In Moreton, Mothers’ Union meets once a month and 

the Man to Man group usually has some activity or meeting each month. There is also an informal group for those in their 20s & 

30s. 

 

 

 

 

I live on my own, so I value the friendship that I have made at Friday Club. It also keeps my brain 

active by doing the gentle exercise and games. 

A parishioner 

Everyone is given a warm and friendly welcome and it has become a very special club for many of us. 

We look forward to meeting up with new and old friends we have made over the past years. 

A church member 
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Other events and activities 

About every three years we have had a church weekend away at Hothorpe Hall, Leicestershire, where more than 150 of us 

gather for a weekend of teaching and socialising. We have had for many years a presence at the annual Moreton in Marsh Show 

(a traditional one-day Agricultural and Horse Show held in September). We have also hosted a couple of visits from the 

Australian singer and song writer Colin Buchanan. Social occasions in one or other of our beautiful villages also offer a chance to 

enjoy time together and invite others to join us. 

 

Opportunities and Challenges 

We would hope that our next minister would develop the level of discipleship and training of our church family. We would be 

pleased to see a transition to a pattern of life whereby the leadership of the church increasingly help all believers to grow in 

their faith and gifting so that they live more fruitful and faithful lives for the Lord Jesus. We want to grow our own leaders for 

our existing ministries, and be creative in identifying ways to reach out to our wider community. Moreton is a growing town (3 

new housing estates built in the last 10 years), with a wide demographic and sociological spectrum, and some parts are better 

represented in our church family than others. This presents a great opportunity for us, and a gospel challenge, as we look to the 

future. 

 

 

  

https://www.moretonshow.co.uk/
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6.  FABRIC AND FINANCE 

 

Church buildings 

Our five church buildings are all in quite good state of repair. The church buildings at Moreton, Batsford and Todenham have all 

had Quinquennial inspections in the last 12 months and necessary repairs are either underway or completed.  

 

The Rectory 

There is a modern Rectory with four bedrooms, a large lounge and a well-kept garden. The Rectory is on the A44 Bourton Road 

and is a short walk from the centre of Moreton and from the church.  

 

  

 

Church Centre 

St David’s has a church centre which was refurbished in 2007 after a flood. The centre has a church office as well as meeting 

rooms which are hired out to the local community, including the Moreton Playgroup. A ‘Centre management group’ oversees 

the running of the centre. 
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Finance 

The Benefice is on a sound financial footing and able to pay its way. In 2019 the total income for  

St David’s was in excess of £300,000. Every year the PCC cheerfully pledges to give as parish share significantly more than our 

ministry costs, and each year we meet that pledge, though we recognise that this has not matched the figure requested by the 

Diocese. 

 

In February 2020, St David’s Moreton and St Mary’s Batsford ran a ‘Giving in Grace’ programme with a view to supporting the 

vision of the PCC to fully fund a Youth and Children’s Worker, a Communications and IT Officer and, ultimately, a full-time, 

stipendiary Associate Minister. This plan was very well received by the church and it has already enabled us to appoint the Youth 

and Children’s Worker and Communications/IT Officer who started this Summer. We are making progress towards being able to 

support the Associate Minister. Whilst it is not yet clear what the impact of Covid-19 will be upon our finances, the current 

indication is that giving has held up well and we have no immediate financial concerns.  

  

St Mary’s Batsford has a very good ‘Friends of St Mary’s’ providing finance to help, especially with the maintenance of the fabric 

of the church. 

 

The finances of St James’ Longborough are in good order, with over £140,000 in the accounts. Donations towards maintaining 

the fabric of the church building are made by the friends of Saint James. 

 

St Thomas à Becket, Todenham, does struggle a little with an annual income of around £3,000, but this is supplemented by 

donations from the Friends of St Thomas and the 100 Club. 
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7.  WHO WE ARE LOOKING FOR AS OUR NEXT MINISTER 

Profile and attributes 

We are looking for a pastor‒teacher who will grow and develop the present ministry in our different churches. This involves 

managing and taking forward our group of growing churches. We need someone with the vision to make these churches into a 

hub for Bible teaching and evangelism in this area.  

 

The next Minister must be a faithful Bible preacher and recognise the importance of a teaching ministry. They will be at home 

taking both traditional and modern services and be able to relate to people of all ages. They will need to be prepared to conduct 

funerals, weddings and baptisms, and visit people at home 

and in hospital. The Minister in Moreton has a public profile, 

and it is important to be known and respected in the wider 

community as well as having an awareness and involvement in 

the global church community. 

 

The leadership of the benefice are united in the historically 

orthodox understanding of the gospel, wonderfully articulated 

in the formularies of the Anglican Church. We would want our 

next minister to wholeheartedly believe, teach and guard the 

body of truth expressed in the Jerusalem Declaration of 2008. 

 

The PCCs have passed the resolution requesting that we 

appoint a man to this position. 

 

Personal character 

The new Minister needs to be a person of integrity, someone who has a 

strong devotional life and who recognises the importance of prayer. We are 

seeking a strategic thinker, a good team leader, a capable manager and 

someone with a passion for growing disciples. They should show a gift for 

training and equipping new leaders and encouraging people to grow in their 

own faith.  

They will need to be able to work within the structures of the Church of 

England and will be expected to play a role within the North Cotswold 

Deanery and the North Cotswold Gospel Partnership. 

 

 
 

 

Someone who can lead a diverse 

group of people with sensitivity, 

humility and grace. 

 A church member 

 

The next Rector needs to be 

friendly, accessible, and 

approachable. 

 A church member 

We are looking for 
someone with a clear 

vision and passion to see 
the body of Christ grow 

– globally and 
nationally, as well as 

locally. 

A church member 


