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COMMUNITY
PIONEER

for the new

The West Cheltenham churches have seen significant change. In 2018 we had a new
parish structure and a new clergy team. In 2019, we came before God to seek a new
vision for West Cheltenham. At the time we had no idea how prophetic this was, and how
God was starting to prepare us for what was about to happen – turning our churches
inside out. God gave us a vision:
 
People and places buzzing with the extraordinary presence of Jesus.
 
The restrictions and demands due to COVID–19 seem to have accelerated what God was
already doing and where He is leading us.

We have moved away from a model of church where we run meetings in our own
buildings and try and get as many people as possible to attend, to one where we are
looking to encourage and empower people to find and experience the Holy Spirit in their
everyday lives and circumstances. We’re finding new ways to worship, meet, relate, and
journey together. And whilst we still believe in the importance, and the power, of
gathered worship, we won't return to the former way of thinking. In line with the ‘7
sacred spaces’ philosophy at the heart of the Anglican Fresh Expressions and Messy
Church movement, we are looking to create church through sharing together: everyday
life, community service, prayer, worship, study, decision making and meetings.
 
Our dream is to facilitate and enable these things in whatever form works for the
different contexts and needs of the people in our parish. We see ‘church’ as an inspiring
community outcome, rather than a demanding background organisation.
 
Everything you will read in this Parish Profile is, for us, a God-given opportunity to live
out that calling, and it is all being shaped by our passion to see people and places buzzing
with the extraordinary presence of Jesus.
 
We are looking for someone with the same passion and drive to join with what God is
doing. If you read this profile and the Holy Spirit prompts you, please get in touch!
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"faith and
COMMUNITY"

Here are some characteristics of the person we are
praying for God to send:

PASSIONATE:  We want to bring the good news of Jesus
to life, in ways non-Christians can understand and
relate to.

INNOVATIVE:  We need to re-imagine ‘church’, and see
it take root where people are. 
 
A TEAM PLAYER: You'd be joining a team, made up of
two existing parish clergy, as well as the active co-
operation of other local church leaders, lay leaders,
and several charity partners that already give natural
access to the community.

“West Cheltenham  Parish is passionate
about faith and community; an outward
looking worshipping family.  There is
openness, good foundations and great
links; potential ready to be released with
good leadership and focused energy.
Strategically it is a key area within
Cheltenham for outreach.”

Andy Macauly - The Rock

WHO ARE WE
LOOKING FOR?

AMBITIOUS: We want to scale up our impact locally and
beyond, by blending church + community + commerce,
always remembering we are doing it one person at a
time.

BRAVE: We have a HUGE opportunity. We have 30,000
people already plus a coming $1bn Cyber Park to be
built on our doorstep adding more people to serve in
their homes, office, leisure.  

AGILE: We need someone willing to try, fail, learn, adapt,
and try again. 

EMPOWERED:  A ministry team means each person can
more easily play to their strengths. In this role, you
would be freed up from bureaucracy (that’s the Rector's
bag!).

Has God been preparing you for
ministry in West Cheltenham?

For such a time as this?
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THE
VIS ION

THE
PARISH

We have three church-based worshipping communities,
but a large part of the parish is not represented by our
existing congregations or touched by our witness and
outreach.

In 2019 we developed a vision which is strongly
outward focused.

‘Communities and places buzzing
with the extraordinary

presence of Jesus’

West Cheltenham is a hugely
exciting place to be with:

a population of 30,000

the only Church of England secondary
school in the diocese

one of Cheltenham’s largest employers
in GCHQ

areas of substantial deprivation 

the site of a globally significant ‘Cyber
Park’ development - with associated
housing and retail developments
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We want to appoint a Pioneer Minister to
lead in developing imaginative, creative
and practical ways to engage people in

matters of faith.

Andy Macauly - The Rock

THE
OPPORTUNITY

This work is pioneering in the truest sense, seeking to grow Church beyond the ‘walls’ and
structures that currently exist.  
 
We believe the approach should be one of culturally appropriate witness, servant
leadership and sharing of faith.  The end result is to see transformative Christian
communities emerging, buzzing with the extraordinary presence of Jesus.
 
This pioneering ministry is geographically focused on the Hesters Way and Springbank
areas, connected with the centre on Coronation Square, which is also the central hub of
Family Space, our faith-based community partner. 

The new role will engage with the new 4,000-home development planned as part of the
Cyber Park, seeking to shape both the social and spiritual provision.
 
The existing church congregations are committed to supporting this work. They are led by
two existing clergy (appointed in 2018 and 2019), who will support and resource the new
community-based pioneer ministry. The current clergy will focus more on church-based
initiatives while the new Pioneer Minister will focus on mission within the community.



The opportunity of the Pioneer Minister role fits
alongside a number of other exciting new strategic
developments. These developments are aimed at
reshaping the faith landscape across the Parish of
West Cheltenham.
 
Partnership with Family Space
We are working ever closer with Family Space, our
community-action partner. Family Space has
substantially raised its town-wide profile through
the #FeedCheltenham initiative in response to
COVID-19. We can now extend our work together,
including through a new body, mind and spirit
outdoor activity program. The biggest opportunity
of all is to more effectively come alongside Family
Space to deliver a culturally appropriate gospel
message to each and every contact.
 
St Barnabas 
We plan to refocus our activity at St Barnabas as we
come out of COVID-19. This will involve the existing
congregation working with Family Space on the
same site to form a second community hub,
including making changes to the building to
encourage more engagement with families who
attend the daily St Barnabas Playgroup.

Coronation Square Community Hub and
‘Cyber Park’ Development
We harbour the ambition to build a new multi-
purpose building on Coronation Square, possibly
connecting the new building to the Oasis Centre.
This community hub will weave together faith and
community and enterprise. 

We also have the unique opportunity that will come
with the ‘Cyber Park’ development, including 4,000
new homes, all within our parish boundary. We aim
to be the keystone community partner in West
Cheltenham to serve the existing community and
knit it into the new development, with Jesus as the
golden thread.

Reordering of St Mark's Church
We see St Mark’s as a strategic base for our witness
to the relatively more affluent southern part of the
parish. We have plans to reorder the church with
designated finances reserved for this purpose.

STRATEGIC
DEVELOPMENTS

major
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SUPPORT
togetherness &
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The Pioneer Minister role isn't about being a lone
warrior, but a proven team player who is part of the
parish leadership team and wider leadership networks.

The role holder is a member of the West Cheltenham
staff team, a source of spiritual and practical support.

The Pioneer will draw around themselves a team to
share in the development of their own work. This team
is likely to be drawn from within and beyond the parish
and include ecumenical partnership.

The Diocese will also provide training and peer support
to the Pioneer and the team they work with. The
Pioneer will be expected to belong to a supportive
network of Pioneer Ministers within the Diocese
coordinated by the Diocesan Mission and Evangelism
Officer.



WEST
CHELTENHAM

introducing

The Parish of West Cheltenham is the largest in
the Diocese of Gloucester, with over 30,000
people currently living within our boundary. This is
set to increase substantially in the next 5-10 years
with over 10,000 new residents moving here as
the cyber park develops.
 
It is a demographically mixed area, containing
large local authority (and ex-local authority)
housing, alongside more affluent, newer housing.
About a quarter of households within the parish
are local authority tenants.

In terms of the Christian faith, the 2011 census
showed just 58% of residents refer to Christianity
as their religion – down 15% in 10 years.

There are 11 schools within the Parish boundary,
including St Mark’s C of E Junior School (Voluntary
Aided), and the Diocese of Gloucester sponsored
state secondary, All Saints' Academy.

The other eight schools are Benhall Infant School,
Springbank Primary Academy, Hesters Way
Primary School, Rowanfield Infant School,
St Thomas More Catholic School, Rowanfield Junior
School, St Georges Centre, Pates Grammar School
and (parts of) Dean Close Independent School.

The Cheltenham Campus of Gloucestershire
College is also in The Parish of West Cheltenham.
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HISTORY
a brief Founded with St Mark's church in 1862, the parish

planted St Silas (Hesters Way) in the 1880s,
St Barnabas (Rowanfield) in the 1940s, St Aidan
(Coronation Square) in the 1950s and Emmanuel
(Rowanfield) in the 1980s.

Since the turn of the millennium the congregations of
St Aidan and St Silas have joined forces, and
Emmanuel amalgamated into St Mark's.

In 2015, in co-operation with the Diocese and
Cheltenham YMCA, the parish were given use of The
Oasis Youth Centre in the middle of the parish owned
by the county council.

This currently houses the St Aidan & St Silas
congregation (following the church building being
demolished for structural reasons), the parish office
and Family Space, as well as serving other community
groups.
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The main suburban areas are defined as
Springbank, Hesters Way, Rowanfield, Benhall and St Mark’s

(approximately marked on the below and linked here for a closer look!).

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/2092764/imd-national-quintiles-cheltenham.pdf
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/2092764/imd-national-quintiles-cheltenham.pdf


CYBER
CENTRAL UK

the home of Over the next 5 years, the UK home of Cyber is
being built in our parish. This is a globally
significant development as Cheltenham, and more
specifically West Cheltenham, becomes the UK
hub for technology. The associated housing and
retail developments put new investment and new
ideas right next to GCHQ, and right in our parish.
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The first phase has two development parcels
totalling 45ha owned by Cheltenham Borough Council.
Site A, the southern site adjacent to GCHQ, will deliver

the first cluster and core of Cyber Central UK (having
a more commercial nature). Site B, the northern parcel
of land, will likely have a more residential nature and is

in the north-west corner of our parish. The development
will be an extension to the existing Springbank estate - a

key link between the old and the new, but also an area
at risk of becoming a "forgotten corridor".

Work starts in the next two years.



PARTNERSHIP
the power of

The parish has links with groups across the region, both
faith based and non-faith based.
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FAMILY  SPACE
Family Space  is our community-action partner.  It is an
independent charity supported by Hesters Way Baptist
Church, Cheltenham YMCA and West Cheltenham
Parish. 

They delivers services to some of the most deprived
areas of the parish, seeking to be “good news in the
community.” 

Family Space also runs the Cheltenham Children’s
Contact Centre which is used by parents far beyond
parish boundaries. It facilitates contact with children
they are no longer living with; a safe, neutral place
where a parent and child can enjoy uninterrupted time
together. 

Family Space has a staff of 19 (mix of full time and part time) and a bank of volunteers, many of whom come
from the parish congregations.  Family Space is based at Oasis, but also uses other church buildings. It is an
independent charity, however trustees are primarily drawn from the partner churches. Its finances are
separate from the parish, and financially Family Space is robust both in terms of reserves and its track
record of attracting funding.

"part of the DNA of the
CHURCHES"

It feels like Family Space is a big part of
the DNA of the churches; many parish
members have been involved at some
point over the years. However, there is
potential to be more joined up with
outreach work of the parish.

Sarah Avery - Manager - Family Space



St Mark’s Church of England Junior School has around
260 pupils, the majority from the local area and of
white British heritage.  Attendance is high and the
number of pupils with special education needs is
similar to the national average.  The school’s catchment
covers the south-west of the parish, including Benhall,
St Mark’s, Golden Valley, Springbank, The Reddings and
Hatherley.

Through the PCC and particularly members of St Mark's
Church, the parish has strong links with the school, and
there is enormous potential in this relationship. The
parish is well represented by 6 Foundation Governors
and the Rector of the West Cheltenham Parish is an ex-
officio Foundation Governor.
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ST  MARK 'S  SCHOOL

ALL  SA INTS '  ACADEMY
This is a faith school, opened in 2011, sponsored by the
Diocese of Gloucester. The academy is well regarded
nationally for achieving excellent progress in students
who arrive with low grades and leave with good GCSE
passes.

Although a faith school, the majority of the young
people who attend All Saints’ profess no active faith. All
Saints’ Academy has a real desire to achieve excellence
in all that they do, whilst living out the Christian values
of love, peace, justice, respect, reconciliation and
service to others. The school day revolves around a
pattern of prayer and worship starting with ‘Meet,
Greet, Pray’ in the morning and the early afternoon.
Regular assemblies carry prominent Christian themes.
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West Cheltenham parish is part of the Cheltenham
deanery and we are about to embark on a 2030
strategic planning exercise looking at how we best
shape ourselves as a church to ensure the most
effective use of our resources for ministry, mission and
evangelism.

CHELTENHAM DEANERY



PSALMS (Putting Sport Alongside Local Ministries)
started in 2005 in Painswick, responding to how many
young people, especially boys, spend their Sundays
on the football pitch or engaging in other active
pursuits.

Today, PSALMS work with hundreds of children and
young people, partnering with churches to joyfully
share the transforming love of Jesus with young
people who don’t yet know him.

PSALMS is currently in the process of being
amalgamated into the diocesan OneLife network.

The parish works in close partnership with Hesters
Way Baptist church, from whom the idea for Family
Space came over twenty years ago. The Boys Brigade
is thriving but is not reaching the parents, and whilst
there is a need and desire to work more in the
community, they lack people and adequate facilities.
They are keen for more co-operation with us. They
have a part-time minister, who is a Family Space
trustee. He is also keen to see the churches setting
up small neighbourhood groups in West Cheltenham
as nuclei for growth.
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PSALMS /  ONELIFE

HESTERS WAY BAPTIST
CHURCH

The Hesters Way Partnership (HWP) was formed in
1997 to help regenerate the Hesters Way area in West
Cheltenham. HWP aims to “facilitate community led
sustainable change”. It is a not-for-profit Limited
Company managed by a board of directors from key
local stakeholders.

Our Associate Rector, Sharon Walker, is one of the
directors, and the parish has growing links with the
partnership.

HESTERS WAY
PARTNERSHIP



Trinity has been designated as a Resource Church for
the Diocese of Gloucester, which means they are able
to provide  resources both to support existing
churches with their mission plans, e.g. worship
leading, teaching, advice and to help plant new
worshipping communities and enable them to grow.

We already work with members of Trinity who live in
West Cheltenham. A children’s after school club has
been run in partnership with them for many years and
there are plans to expand this to another site.

TRINITY  CHELTENHAM:
A  RESOURCE CHURCH

The Rock is a diocese-backed centre on the edge of
the parish working with young people from school
years 6 to 11 offering early intervention and re-
engagement activities from those excluded from
school, or at threat of exclusion.

Sea Cadets has long made a very significant
difference to the daily lives of so many young people.
The headquarters is in our parish which is, therefore,
their natural catchment area.

Listening Post is a Christian Counselling service
based at Hesters Way Resource Centre (next to
Oasis).  A few church members are involved in the
work, but there is potential for more engagement.

We have strong links with Cheltenham YMCA through
Family Space and the Oasis Centre, and the provision
of housing at Dulverton Court. We are looking to build
on these links to engage in more wide ranging
ministry. We have a shared understanding of what it
means to bring meaningful, life-changing support to
all those who may need us.

CHELTENHAM
YMCA

along with
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EX IST ING
CONGREGATIONS

a snapshot of our
In  June 2017 we did a survey of the three

congregations.

Members of the congregation are largely local to their church, with three quarters living within 2
miles. By gender, St Aidan & St Silas and St Barnabas are approximately two-thirds female, with

St Mark's more evenly split between gender.

The congregations are faithful, as shown by how long
people have attended one of the churches in the
parish – illustrated on the left – and the frequency
they attend church.

In addition, many note that they are active in a
ministry of the church. 60% responded that they
share their faith once a month or more.

St Mark's
Adults Age Split

St Barnabas
Adults Age Split

St Aidan & St Silas
Adults Age Split
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Rod was appointed to the post of Rector of West
Cheltenham Parish in June 2018. He had

previously been Vicar of Holy Apostles, on the
other side of Cheltenham, for 17 years, overseeing

a time of significant growth and development..
During that time he was also as Priest-in-Charge of

St Michael’s, Whaddon, and was involved in
establishing a new pioneer ministry alongside the

existing church, based at the Cornerstone
Community Centre.

MEET THE
TEAM

CLERGY

Rod Paterson

Sharon Walker

Sharon was appointed to West Cheltenham in
January 2019. She was previously eight years as

Rector of Street, Walton & Compton in Somerset.
Before that Sharon was Priest-in-Charge of St Mary

Peterborough.  Sharon’s role in West Cheltenham
might best be described as a combination of being
Associate Rector and a church-based Pioneer. She

is also Chaplain to Family Space.
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In May 2020 Josh was recruited as an enabler of
the church to fulfil its mission effectively in the
local community by working closely with the clergy,
churchwardens, PCC team and external partners.

Josh works as both a public-facing figure, being the
first point-of-contact for enquirers or those who
visit during the week, as well as a co-ordinator by
providing admin, communications, operations and
project support.

OPERATIONS

Josh Denley

Sarah joined the Family Space team as manager in
2014. She leads all aspects of Family Space, with a

team of 19 full and part-time staff and 40 volunteers
working together to put their vision of being "good

news in the community" into action.
 

She is a vital part of the West Cheltenham team, as we
work ever more closely together.

 
Sarah attends Godfirst Church in the town centre.

FAMILY  SPACE

Sarah Avery
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ACCOMMODATION
providing

We anticipate that the newly appointed person will
initially move into the property that previously housed
the vicar of St Barnabas Church, on Alstone Lane.

As a community based pioneer, the new minister may
want to live closer to the people they serve. We are
open to a further discussion about property once a
clearer focus of ministry is established.

CHELTENHAM
living in

The town is a wonderful place to live and work and was
voted UK’s #1 place to bring up a family (Telegraph

2015). There are excellent independent and state
primary and secondary schools, including Church

schools, and one of the country’s leading grammar
schools, Pates, which is in our parish.

 
On the edge of the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding

Natural Beauty, we are surrounded by wonderful
countryside. As well as an array of shops and eateries,

there is a museum and art gallery, two concert halls and
three theatres, plus events such as Literature, Science,

Music, Jazz and Food festivals as well as a Christian Arts
Festival, and of course ‘the’ Cheltenham Festival, held

annually at the racecourse.
 

Birmingham and Bristol are just an hour away.
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OUR
PRAYER

Thank you for reading this profile.
 

May God speak to you as you
consider your next steps.

 
O gracious and holy Father, give me wisdom to

perceive you, diligence to seek you, patience to wait
for you, eyes to behold you, a heart to meditate

upon you, and a life to proclaim you, through the
power of the spirit of Jesus Christ our Lord.

 
Amen
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