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T H E  D I O C E S E 
The Diocese of Gloucester comprises the County of 
Gloucestershire and part of South Gloucestershire 
with a population of approximately 678,000. It has a 
rich mix of urban and rural, with areas of affluence and 
of deprivation. Approximately 80% of the population 
lives in the two major conurbations of Gloucester and 
Cheltenham and the various market towns. 80% of the 
land area is rural, from the Cotswolds to the Forest  
of Dean.

There are 297 parishes (with 381 churches) divided into 91 benefices, 
together with a mix of chaplaincies, fresh expressions and pioneer 
ministry, and over 100 church schools.

The Diocese is in good heart and is managing the challenges of Covid 
well. Our Deanery Strategic Review process, rooted in our LIFE vision, 
was begun before the pandemic hit and continues. It is strongly mission 
focussed, seeking to ensure the best possible shape for ministry and 
mission for the next ten years. We are seeking to create a church 
landscape which values our inherited patterns of ministry alongside 
chaplaincy and pioneer ministry. We have a well-established Church 
Army Centre of Mission in the Diocese and have recently committed 
ourselves to an ambitious project called OneLife which will develop a 
number of new worshipping communities centred around sports and 
wellbeing. We are a pilot diocese both for ‘Setting God’s People Free’ 
and ‘Growing Faith’

As a Diocese, we are committed to the wellbeing of all who minister 
here. We are small enough to know each other well, to care across 
our traditions and rejoice in each other’s gifts. We are large enough 
to be well resourced. The Bishops place a high value on being known 
by church and community leaders and engaging across the diocese to 
build positive networks of relationship.

Before completing your application form please explore this further by 
looking at our Diocesan Website here our LIFE vision here and our 
Culture and Values for Ministry here.

 “I have come that 
they may have 

LIFE, and have it 
to the full.”  

John 10:10

https://www.gloucester.anglican.org
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/about-us/our-vision/
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/about-us/our-vision/cultures-and-values-of-ministry/


L AY  M I N I S T RY 
The Diocese has a long history of innovation in lay 
ministry. The first Reader was licenced here over 
150 years ago. In the 1990s we were at the forefront 
of calling and commissioning local ministry teams 
in parishes and benefices. More recently we have 
adopted a less structured approach. This has included 
introducing training for Worship Leaders and Pastoral 
Assistants, together with developing networking 
opportunities and shorter training courses covering 
everything from administration, to visiting the 
bereaved, to supporting the development of children 
and families ministers. 

We have also introduced diocesan learning communities, working with 
teams of lay and ordained local leaders. These include Thrive  
(in partnership with CPAS), for ministry in rural multi-parish benefice 
settings, and Flourish (in partnership with CPAS and LICC), for churches 
seeking to embed Sunday to Saturday faith at the heart of their life. 

One result of this growing diversity is the need for increased 
coherence across the whole. 

We are fortunate in having 165 active Readers in the Diocese. 
While there remains a steady, if small, number of people offering for 
this ministry, the overall age profile is high and there is a sense of 
weariness. Despite efforts, there has been limited engagement from 
the Reader community with the recent work of the Central Reader 
Council review on the future purpose and shape of Reader Ministry.

At the same time there has been a burgeoning of other, mainly less 
formal, expressions of lay ministry, locally discerned and commissioned, 
though very much supported, encouraged and in many cases at least 
in part trained through the work of the Diocesan Department for 
Mission and Ministry. 

We have a close partnership with Cuddesdon: Gloucester and 
Hereford who provide our Reader training and our open access 
foundation year for those wanting to explore theologically and 
vocationally.



T H E  L AY  M I N I S T RY  O F F I C E R  
A N D  WA R D E N  O F  R E A D E R S
Following a review in 2020, this is a new post 
created to address the current experience of lay 
ministry in the diocese as we seek a more coherent 
approach to its development. Its focus is on licensed 
and recognised ministry pathways. Other diocesan 
colleagues lead work on discipleship and the ministry 
of all God’s people. Our LIFE vision, with its emphasis 
on a renewal of Leadership, Imagination, Faith and 
Engagement, will be key in providing a framework  
for this work.

We are looking for an approach to lay ministry which is joined up, 
permission giving, certainty not bureaucratic, but connected and well 
resourced. We also know that in a changed landscape we need a 
renewal in our vision and practice of Reader ministry. 

The Lay Ministry Officer/Warden of Readers will work as part of the 
Department of Mission and Ministry within the College Green team 
which focuses on serving and enabling the ministry of all the people of 
God across the whole Diocese. He or she will be a strategic thinker, 
working with others to offer and implement an approach to the 
development of lay ministry across all the communities of the Diocese, 
enabling the church to fulfil its vocation and mission in this context and 
for this generation.

While the post is open to lay and ordained candidates, given its 
focus on lay ministry we are especially keen to appoint a suitably 
qualified lay person. In addition, we particularly welcome applications 
from members of the UKME 
community who are currently 
significant underrepresented in 
our Diocesan leadership. We 
also welcome interest from 
those with transferrable skills 
and significant experience of the 
Church of England, who may be 
new to this kind of role.

+Robert Tewkesbury 
Canon Andrew Braddock 
April 2021
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