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LIFE Prayers – Children 

and Families 
Tuesday 6 July, 5.30 pm - 6pm 

A series of prayer meetings have 

been organised by Diocesan 

Missioner Tim Hastie-Smith. You 

are invited to join this evening of 

prayers via Zoom, where Jo 

Wetherall will be leading the 

session with a focus on Children 

and Families as part of the LIFE 

Vision. You can join the prayer 

meeting on Zoom here  

https://zoom.us/j/97290986173?p

wd=VDRpeVZYSkhsL29UU1NOa

DU4NHhoQT09  

Meeting ID: 972 9098 6173 

Passcode: 356282 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More than words 
Wednesday 7 July, 

7pm to 8.30pm 

Lockdown has had a detrimental 

effect on babies and toddlers, 

especially regarding their 

attachment to significant adults and 

to the development of speech. 

Jo Wetherall and Debbie Godsell 

will explore some of the insights 

into brain development, attachment 

theory and how it impacts language. 

We will also explore how our 

understanding of being made in 

God’s image can support our 

pandemic recovery ministry with 

children and families.  

To book your place visit 

https://bit.ly/2TJiytZ  

 

 

  

 

Amy said, “On Sunday nights, we started off doing 6pm Bedtime Church. 

Children could come along in their pyjamas or dressed as superheroes or 

princesses. The children could chat, see one another and feel connected. 

Some families that were attending that didn’t come to Sunday school or 

mainstream church. They felt comfortable logging in to something that was 

aimed at children and the parents were around on the periphery. We don’t 

want to lose that connection.” 

 

They started to create family packs full of themed crafts, prayers, activities 

and treats, which proved so popular that families they had never had 

previous contact with started to request them, hearing about them 

through friends. The number of children receiving the packs grew from 25 

to 100 children plus youth groups for older children. 

Amy said of the older children, “The group of young people we have at the 

moment are passionate about justice, black lives matter, the 
environment…They don’t want to be just a generation that talks about 

issues, they want to help to make change. We need them to know that the 

church doesn’t shy away from issues and that we are engaged with it and 

can provide wisdom and spiritual guidance in all areas of their life.” 

Read the full story at https://bit.ly/3vSisym 
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Have your say 
Visit Facebook f/Diocese.of.Gloucester, email Katherine at 

kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk, follow us on Twitter @glosdioc, view 

videos on YouTube Diocese of Gloucester or visit our website 

Gloucester.anglican.org 

Events and training 

More details for these events and more, at 

gloucester.anglican.org/events  

 

Bedtime church brings 

families flocking  

Amy Todd, Children and Youth Worker for 

Vale and Cotswold Edge tells about how 

they have stayed connected with local 

families throughout the pandemic. 

 



 

Godparents’ Sunday 

Sunday 11 July is national Godparents Sunday (although of 

course any day is a good one to celebrate your 

godchildren).  

Churches are being encouraged to hold a picnic for godparents, 

godchildren and the whole church family. There are resources available to 

help you plan at https://churchsupporthub.org/godparents-sunday    

 

If your church is taking part, that’s great news, but if not, why not plan 

something special to do with your godchildren this 11 July? 

 

You might want to send them a card or a little present to let them know 

that you’re thinking of them and that you still continue to pray for them 

regularly. You might want to invite them to spend some time with you, 

reconnecting after a year where we have all been apart far too much. 

 

If you don’t have any godchildren or godparents, you might want to pray 

for your local school, donate some money to a charity that supports 
children, locally or further afield, sign up to hear children read in school or 

think about a vision for your local church and how children and families fit 

into that vision. 

Creating friendships across 

generations is so important not 

just for a thriving church but also 

for a thriving community. When a 

young mindset flows through the 

church, combining with the 

experience of older people, we all 

learn and grow in our faith 

together.            
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New eco resource for youth 

groups 

9 out of 10 Christian teenagers surveyed by 

Tearfund are concerned about climate change, 

but just one in 10 believe their church is doing 

enough to respond to the climate crisis. 

Caring for the environment is part of our 

responsibility as Christians and stewards of all 

that God has given us. 

Barrie Voyce, Senior Youth Connector for the 

Diocese of Gloucester wants to help give 

churches the tools to connect with young people 

and to ensure that church remains relevant to 

them. 

He has put together an easy to follow 

programme for an evening of youth activities 

themed around the environment. It’s free to 

download and to use and is aimed to make 

tackling this topic fun and inspiring. 

With a quiz, a debate, personal challenges and 

videos to learn more, this will be an interesting 

evening for the young people and the leaders 

alike. 

Download the resource from 

www.gloucester.anglican.org/2021/new-eco-

resource-for-youth-groups 

The first Christian Eco Youth Forum meetings 

for the Diocese of Gloucester happened at the 

end of June. Visit our website in July to find out 

more about what happened and to hear about 

the next steps. 

 


