
Events and training  
More details for all these events at 

gloucester.anglican.org/events  

Mud, Mess and Mystery – Skills 

Workshop 
2 October, 10am to 4pm 

Join Gill Traverse, an environmental 

educator, experienced Forest School 

practitioner and outdoor worship 

leader. Discover your ‘spiritual wild’ 

alongside practical planning and safely 

conducting outdoor worship – 

including how to use fire safely. 

gloucester.anglican.org/event/mud-

mess-mystery-skills-workshop 

 

Carbon Net Zero: 

Housekeeping and Quick Wins 

Q+A with Matt Fulford 
18 October, 12 pm to 1 pm 

The webinar explores easy and cost-

effective ways for your church to 

reduce its carbon footprint. This one-

hour Q+A invites participants to 

watch the recording of this webinar 

on YouTube in advance of 

attending, and is an opportunity to 

follow up in conversation with Matt. 

gloucester.anglican.org/event/housekee

ping-quick-wins-oct21 

 

 

 

 

 

What is Youth Ministry? 
21 October, 7pm to 9pm 

An introduction to youth ministry in 

the 2020s for those just starting out or 

feeling called as a church to reach out 

to young people (11-18). 

Together we’ll explore what makes 

young people unique, and how ministry 

that bridges the gap between Sunday 

School and “adult” church is more than 

eating crisps and playing games. 

gloucester.anglican.org/event/what-is-

youth-ministry 

 

Tewkesbury Festival of Lights  

2 to 5 November, 6pm to 10pm 

An immersive walking journey featuring 

a spectacular sound and light show at 

Tewkesbury Abbey, produced by 

Luxmaralis. Tickets can be booked for 

20-minute segments from  

www.tewkesburyfestivaloflights.co.uk 

 

                      
Prisons Week is when Christians join in prayer for 

all prisons and prisoners. As Anglican Bishop for 
HM Prisons in England and Wales and a member of 

the All-Parliamentary Group on Women in the 
Penal System, Bishop Rachel supports chaplains in 

prisons, as well as developing relationships and 
being involved with people and issues across the 

breadth of the Criminal Justice System.  
 

.  

The Messenger       October 2021 

Prisons Week edition, 10 to 16 October 
What does the Church do to help prisoners and those released from prison? 

She heads up a Prison Team including Bishop Libby Lane (Derby), who 

supports work with young offenders, and Bishop Michael Ipgrave 
(Lichfield) who supports men in prison. They also work closely with 

Helen Dearnley, HMPPS Anglican Chaplaincy Advisor. 
 

Bishop Rachel is a Patron of both the Prison Fellowship, and The 

Welcome Directory and the President of the Nelson Trust and an 

Ambassador for the Christian charity Restored. Bishop Rachel heads up 
a campaign called Fighting for Women’s Justice and believes the 

women’s justice system needs to change. It costs approximately £47k 
per year to keep a woman in prison, but Women’s Centres can provide 

a holistic trauma-informed approach of rehabilitation for about 4k a 
year, with much research showing this is the most effective way to stop 

reoffending. On release from prison, many women find it difficult to 
secure suitable accommodation for themselves with their children and 

so the whole family suffers. 
 

Bishop Rachel uses her voice in the House of Lords to speak out for the 

transfer of more funds to holistic rehabilitation schemes like Women’s 

Centres, rather than keeping women in prison. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1XIFuU27xY0


The Welcome Directory 

 
Bishop Rachel is a patron of the Welcome Directory, 

which lists faith communities who are willing to be a place 

of welcome and support for people leaving prison. When 

people are well supported in their new community they 

are less likely to reoffend. 
  
 

 
 
 

If your community feels able to support 

people at this vulnerable time in their lives, 

you would need to make sure; 

 

• Some of your worshipping community 

have done basic training on the needs 

of people who have been in prison. 

 

• You have robust safeguarding policies 

in place 

 

• You have given some thought to local 

resources that might be helpful to 

someone making the transition to life 

in the wider community. 

 

If you believe people leaving prison need 

support, and your faith community can give 

that support, you can register at 

www.welcomedirectory.org.uk/Register-

Now.php 

 

Contact admin@welcomedirectory.org.uk for 

more information and help in meeting the 

criteria. 

 
 

Rachel served a sentence at Eastwood Park Prison and told her story 

in the House of Commons at an event to highlight the importance of 

finding suitable accommodation for women released from prison.  

 

She said, “I tried to escape [from my abusive partner, who was dealing drugs] 

many times but had never been able to get away. I found that if I did as I was 

told, the beatings happened less often.”  

 

Rachel was drawn into her partner’s drug dealing. “I got arrested and ended up 

on a conspiracy to supply class A drugs charge. I got sentenced to four years in 

custody and was going to be away from everything I knew for two years. I was 

scared, I was terrified. My daughter had to go and live with my parents – I 

know I’m very lucky to have had them.  

 

“In Eastwood Park, I met Jo from The Nelson Trust Women’s Centre and built 

a relationship with her. She would come and see me every week and I felt I had 

someone to talk to and share my experiences with.  

 

“I got on with my sentence and counted down the days till I could be with my 

daughter again. Throughout my whole time away, I was concerned about my 

release – how was I going to get a home for me and my daughter? I wanted my 

life to be back to normal again.” 

 

Rachel was able to get a home, which the Diocese of Gloucester provided 

through The Nelson Trust Project Reunite Gloucestershire, to rebuild her 

relationship with her daughter and finally be a mum. She now has a job, a 

strong relationship with her daughter and a foster daughter. See her full story 

at https://youtu.be/qy8WS3KF0Uc 


