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3.00pm
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Welcome to a service of
Commemoration and Thanksgiving
for the life of
Queen Elizabeth II
Photo credit: PA Images.
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The Cathedral Church of
SAINT PETER AND THE HOLY
INDIVISIBLE TRINITY
Gloucester

E L E C T RO N I C D E V I C ES
Please ensure that all mobile phones and other electronic devices
are silenced or turned off.

P H OTO G R A P H Y
Please do not take photos, videos or recordings during the service.

HEARING LOOP
Please switch your device to ‘T’.

L A RG E P R I N T
Large print copies of this order of service are available upon request.
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE FROM
THE INTERIM DEAN
Welcome to Gloucester Cathedral. In this service, we gather
from across the county and diocese, to commemorate and
give thanks for the remarkable life and reign of Queen
Elizabeth II.
In the words of His Majesty King Charles III, ‘Queen
Elizabeth’s was a life well-lived; a promise with destiny kept
and she is mourned most deeply in her passing.’
In this service we give thanks to God for Queen Elizabeth‘s
unfailing sense of duty and faithful service; for the ways in
which she enriched the lives of so many and for the memories
we treasure; for The Queen’s many gifts of character and
virtue; and for her deep and abiding faith. As we commend
Queen Elizabeth into the eternal love of God, so we will also
pray for The King and all the Royal Family in this time of
profound loss and new beginnings.
Speaking of her Christian faith in her 2002 Christmas
Broadcast, The Queen said these words which can continue
to inspire and comfort us today:
“I know just how much I rely on my own faith to guide me
through the good times and the bad. Each day is a new
beginning. I know that the only way to live my life is to try
and do what is right, to take the long view, to give of my
best in all that the day brings, and to put my trust in God.”
May Queen Elizabeth rest in peace and rise in glory.
CANON DR ANDREW BRADDOCK
Interim Dean of Gloucester
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Organ music will play from 2.40pm. At 2.45pm, the Interim Dean will
welcome the congregation. At 2.50pm the High Sheriff of
Gloucestershire will be greeted by the Vice Dean and led to his seat. At
2.55pm the Lord-Lieutenant of Gloucestershire will be greeted by the
Interim Dean and led to his seat. Please stand as the Lord-Lieutenant
enters and sit when he is seated. At 3.00pm the Cathedral procession
enters and all stand.

Introit - Almighty and everlasting God
By Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625)

Almighty and everlasting God,
mercifully look upon our infirmities,
and in all our dangers and necessities
stretch forth thy right hand to help and defend us,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
All remain standing to sign the hymn
Praise, my soul, the King of heaven,
to his feet thy tribute bring;
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
who like me his praise should sing?
Alleluia, alleluia,
praise the everlasting King.
Praise him for his grace and favour
to our fathers in distress;
praise him still the same for ever,
slow to chide, and swift to bless:
Alleluia, alleluia,
glorious in his faithfulness.
Father-like, he tends and spares us,
well our feeble frame he knows;
in his hands he gently bears us,
rescues us from all our foes:
Alleluia, alleluia,
widely as his mercy flows.
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Angels, help us to adore him;
ye behold him face to face;
sun and moon, bow down before him,
dwellers all in time and space:
Alleluia, alleluia,
praise with us the God of Grace.
CP 555 Words: from Psalm 103, Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847)
Tune: Praise my Soul, Music: John Goss (1800-1880)

Interim Dean:

Jesus said, I am the resurrection and the life;
those who believe in me, though they die,
shall live, and whoever lives and believes in
me shall never die.
John 11:25-26

I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord.
Romans 8:38-39

In the name of Christ, who died and was raised to
the glory of God the Father, grace, mercy and
peace be with you.
The Interim Dean introduces the service
We meet this day to remember before God our late
Sovereign Lady QUEEN ELIZABETH of blessed
memory. We come to give thanks for her life of
duty and service, to commend her into the hands
of Almighty God, and to comfort one another in
our grief.
In this service we will pray for our new King, HIS
MAJESTY CHARLES III and for all the Royal Family,
and for the life of our nation, the Commonwealth
and the world.
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Inspired by QUEEN ELIZABETH’s own faith, we will
renew our trust and confidence in Christ, and pray
that together we may be one in Christ, through
whom we offer our prayers and praises to our
Heavenly Father.
The choir sings
Cantor:
Choir:
Cantor:
Choir:

Cantor:
Choir:

O Lord open thou our lips
And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.
Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.
Philip Radcliffe (1905-1986)

All:

Blessed are you, Lord our God, lover of souls:
you uphold us in life and sustain us in death:
to you be glory and praise for ever!
For the darkness of this age is passing away as
Christ the bright and morning star brings to his
saints the light of life. As you give light to those
in darkness, who walk in the shadow of death,
so remember in your kingdom your faithful
servant, ELIZABETH, that death may be for her
the gate to life and to unending fellowship with
you; where with your saints you live and reign,
one in the perfect union of love, now and for
ever. Amen.
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All sit. The choir sings Psalm 23
1
2
3
4

5
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THE Lord is my shepherd :
therefore can I lack nothing.
He shall feed me in a green pasture :
and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort.
He shall convert my soul :
and bring me forth in the paths of
righteousness, for his Name's sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil :
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff
comfort me.
Thou shalt prepare a table before me against
them that trouble me :
thou hast anointed my head with oil, and my cup
shall be full.
Surely thy loving-kindness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life :
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
Ivor Gurney (1890-1937)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

First Reading

Colossians 3:12-17
Read by Adele Owen, Director of Gloucester Action for Refugees
and Asylum Seekers

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear
with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another,
forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also
must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds
everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the
one body. And be thankful.
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Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one
another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him.
Reader:
All:

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All stand to sing the hymn
Abide with me; fast falls the eventide;
The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, O abide with me.
Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day;
Earth's joys grow dim; its glories pass away;
Change and decay in all around I see;
O Thou who changest not, abide with me.
I need Thy presence every passing hour.
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter's power?
Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me.
I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
Where is death's sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still, if Thou abide with me.
Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies.
Heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain
shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.
CP 10 Words: Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847)
Tune: Eventidem William Henry Monk (1823-1889)
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Second Reading
John 15:12-17

Read by Edward Gillespie, His Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant
for Gloucestershire
‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have
loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life
for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you.
I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not
know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends,
because I have made known to you everything that I have heard
from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the
Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving
you these commands so that you may love one another.
Reader:
All:

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

All sit. The Choir sings

The Anthem - Faire is the heaven
By William Harris 1883-1973

Faire is the heaven where happy soules have place
In full enjoyment of felicitie;
Whence they do still behold the glorious face
Of the Divine, Eternall Majestie;
Yet farre more faire be those bright Cherubins
Which all with golden wings are overdight
And those eternall burning Seraphins
Which from their faces dart out fiery light;
Yet fairer than they both and much more bright
Be the Angels and Archangels
Which attend on God's owne person without rest or end
These then in faire each other farre excelling
As to the Highest they approach more neare
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Yet is that Highest farre beyond all telling
Fairer than all the rest which there appeare
Though all their beauties joynd together were;
How then can mortal tongue hope to expresse
The image of such endlesse perfectnesse?
Words from A hymne of Heavenly Beauty by Edmund Spencer (1552-1599)

The Sermon

The Rt Revd Rachel Treweek, Bishop of Gloucester
All stand to sing
All my hope on God is founded;
he doth still my trust renew.
Me through change and chance he guideth,
only good and only true.
God unknown, he alone
calls my heart to be his own.
Human pride and earthly glory,
sword and crown betray his trust;
What with care and toil he buildeth,
tower and temple, fall to dust.
But God’s power, hour by hour,
is my temple and my tower.
God’s great goodness aye endureth,
deep his wisdom, passing thought:
splendour, light, and life attend him,
beauty springeth out of naught.
Evermore from his store
new-born worlds rise and adore.
Daily doth th’ Almighty Giver
bounteous gifts on us bestow;
his desire our soul delighteth,
pleasure leads us where we go.
Love doth stand at his hand;
joy doth wait on his command.
11
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Led by Sullivan Scott, Year 6 Student at Woodchester
Endowed, C of E Primary School
Merciful and gracious God, we thank you for the life of QUEEN
ELIZABETH. For the love and friendship she was able to share with
so many people. Your son, Jesus, comforted his disciples when he
was going to die: today we ask that you comfort KING CHARLES
and all his family. Give them strength in the darkness of their grief
and show them the light of your love. At this time, we pray for each
other; that you will give us hope in our confusion and strength to
support one another at this difficult time. Kind and loving God, we
ask these things in Jesus’ name.
All:
Amen
All stand

Commendation

Led by The Bishop of Gloucester
Into your hands, O Father and Lord, we commend your servant, our
late Sovereign Lady QUEEN ELIZABETH. Enlighten her with your
holy grace and suffer her never to be separated from you, O Lord
in Trinity, God everlasting.
May God in his mercy grant us, with all the faithful departed, rest
and peace.
All:
Amen.
A hymn is sung
O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home;
Beneath the shadow of thy throne
Thy saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is thine arm alone,
And our defence is sure.
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Before the hills in order stood,
Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting thou art God,
To endless years the same.
A thousand ages in thy sight
Are like an evening gone;
Short as the watch that ends the night
Before the rising sun.
Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Will bear us all away;
We fly forgotten, as a dream
Dies at the opening day.
O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be thou our guard while troubles last,
And our eternal home.
CP 537 Words: Psalm 90, Isaac Watts (1674-1748)
Tune: St Anne, William Croft (1677-1727)

Concluding Prayer

Led by the Rt Revd Robert Springett,
The Bishop of Tewkesbury
Almighty God, the fountain of all goodness, bless our Sovereign
Lord KING CHARLES III , and all who are in authority under him;
that they may order all things in wisdom and equity, righteousness
and peace, to the honour of your name, and the good of your
Church and people; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All:
Amen.
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The Cathedral Choir sings

The Motet - Prayer of King Henry VI
Domine, Jesu Christe,
qui me creasti,
redemisti, et preordinasti
ad hoc quod sum,
tu scis quid de me facere vis;
fac de me secundum
voluntatem tuam
cum misericordia.
Amen.

Lord Jesus Christ,
who created,
redeemed, and preordained
me to be this that I am,
you know what you wish to
do with me;
do with me in accordance
with your will, with mercy.
Amen.
Setting by Henry Ley (1887-1962)

The Blessing

led by The Bishop of Gloucester
May God in his infinite love and mercy bring the whole Church,
living and departed, to a joyful resurrection and the fulfilment of
his eternal kingdom, and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with
you always.
All:
Amen.
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The National Anthem
God save our gracious King,
Long live our noble King,
God save the King.
Send him victorious,
Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us:
God save the King.
Thy choicest gifts in store
On him be pleased to pour,
Long may he reign.
May he defend our laws,
And give us ever cause,
To sing with heart and voice,
God save the King.

Organ Voluntary- Fugue in C Major BWV547
J S Bach (1685-1750)
Remain standing as the Cathedral Procession leaves, followed by the
Lord-Lieutenant accompanied by the Interim Dean and the High
Sheriff accompanied by the Vice Dean.
A retiring collection will be taken at the end of the service.
The Gloucester Cathedral Choir is directed by:
Canon Adrian Partington, Director of Music
The organ is played by:
Jonathan Hope, Assistant Director of Music
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