
Christmas Events  
More details for all these events 

at gloucester.anglican.org/events  

 

Cymbal All The Way!  

St Mark’s Church, Cheltenham 

3 December 2022, 7.30pm 
Cheltenham Silver Band is joining 

forces with the Churches of West 

Cheltenham to put on a special 

Christmas concert. Refreshments 

served. Charity raffle. Tickets £6-8. 

To book, visit: 

https://bit.ly/3WH4DR7 

 

Christmas Carol Service at Saul 

Junction, Gloucester and 

Sharpness Canal 

10 December, 6pm 

Mulled wine and mince pies with the 

Frampton Silver Bank and The 

Severnside Singers. Come by boat or 

car. Please bring a torch.  

No booking required. 

 

Handel’s Messiah at 

Tewkesbury Abbey 
17 December 2022, 7pm  

Handel's Messiah with Tewkesbury 

Abbey Schola Cantorum and The 

Bristol Ensemble. Tickets £15-£20.  

 

To book: www.ticketsource.co.uk  

 
 

Carol service at Gloucester 

Cathedral 
22 or 23 December, 6pm  

All are welcome for this traditional 

service of readings and carols with the 

acclaimed Cathedral Choir. Tickets are 

free but must be booked in advance. 

 

https://gloucestercathedral.org.uk

/whats-on/cathedral-carol-service 

Family Crib Service with the 

lighting of the Christmas Trees 

at Gloucester Cathedral 
23 or 24 December, 2.30pm  

All are welcome to this informal family 

service. No ticket required. 

 

 
Visit A Church Near You to find 

details of Christmas services and 

events in your area. Your local 

church would be delighted to 

welcome you along to celebrate!  

Have a happy Christmas. 

 
 

  

We live in a consumerist society which constantly places choice on a 

pedestal, not least through advertising and endless slogans provoking us 

to choose that thing or experience which will bring happiness and 

satisfaction. Whilst our desire to choose can be about love and care, it 

can also spring from unhealthy places within us – places of selfishness, 

fear, or a desire to be special.  

 

Yet, at the heart of Christmas there is a choice which is beautiful, 

amazing and sacrificial: our God who chooses to draw close and come 

among us not only amid our laughter, joy, goodness and beauty but also 

amid our tears, brokenness, ugliness and despair.  

 

That tiny, vulnerable baby lying in a manger for animal feed, beginning a 

life on earth which would lead to a place of saying ‘yes’ to a cruel death, 

is all about the choice of our God to be merciful and to love with a love 

stronger than even death itself. 

 

Continued… 

 

 

 
 

The Messenger       December 2022 

Bishop Rachel’s Christmas Message 

As Christmas comes into 
focus, so does the issue of 
choice – whether it is about 
choosing presents or food, or 
who to be with, or those hard 
choices about what can and 
cannot be afforded financially. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Make a ‘great invitation’ 

this Christmas 
 

Christmas is almost here. 

For many of us, this year might  

be the first time in a while we  

have felt able to return to our  

much-loved carol and crib services. 

‘Those events of the first Christmas are full of choice: Mary who said 

yes to God’s call; Joseph who chose to trust; everyday shepherds on a 

hillside choosing to be curious; and strangers from a foreign land 

choosing to take a risk and follow a star. All of them were participating 

in the kingdom story of God who in Jesus Christ chooses to call us 

friends: 

 

‘… I have called you friends… You did not choose me but I chose 

you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so 

that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name.  I 

am giving you these commands so that you may love one another’.  

                                                                                

(John 15:15–17)                                                                                                                     

 

This Christmas is indeed about choice, but not merely regarding gifts, 

food and activity, but rather about how we choose to respond to 

God’s invitation of love revealed in the gift of Jesus Christ.  

 

Whatever our own circumstances, may part of that response be about 

opening our eyes and ears to those around us whose everyday choices 

might be more limited than ours; or those whose choices in life have 

been destructive, possibly shaped by difficult and painful situations; or 

those who many people choose to ignore, ostracize or condemn.  

 

I hope and pray that this Christmas, as individuals and as a community 

of communities in this Diocese, we will renew our ‘yes’ to God’s love 

in Jesus Christ and look afresh at the choices before us in our different 

contexts as to how we live and share that love.  

 

I wish you a hope-filled and peaceful Christmas. 

 

 
 

 

 

The twinkling lights and candles, the familiar carols and hymns, and the 

sense of community that you get when everyone comes together to 

celebrate Christmas can really bring home the spirit of the festive 

season. 

 

This is your invitation to come and gather with us this Christmas, to 

bring along friends, family and neighbours who have missed this special 

experience, and to invite people who haven’t come to church before.  

 

Whether it’s family nativity services, advent carols or Christmas fayres 

– churches around the Diocese are offering warm welcomes to all. 

 

Find a service or event near you by visiting A Church Near You.  

www.achurchnearyou.com 

 
Celebrate Christingle 
 

Support the important work of The 

Children’s Society by attending a 

Christingle service. Money raised goes 

towards supporting thousands of the 

country’s most vulnerable children and 

young people.  

 
To find your nearest service, visit: www.achurchnearyou.com or 

www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/fundraise-

and-events/christingle 

 

 
 


